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Zechariah’s Prophecy to the Remnant—The Rejected King Enthroned (c. 517–516 BC) 
Zechariah 12–14 

The Nations of the Earth Assemble to Attack Jerusalem (Eschatological) 
12:1 The revelation of the word of the LORD concerning Israel: The LORD—he who stretches out the heavens and lays the foundations 
of the earth, who forms the human spirit within a person—says, 
2 “I am about to make Jerusalem a cup that brings dizziness to all the surrounding nations; indeed, Judah will also be included when 
Jerusalem is besieged. 
3 Moreover, on that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy burden for all the nations, and all who try to carry it will be seriously injured; 
yet all the peoples of the earth will be assembled against it. 
4 In that day,” says the LORD, “I will strike every horse with confusion and its rider with madness. I will pay close attention to the 
house of Judah, but will strike all the horses of the nations with blindness. 
5 Then the leaders of Judah will say to themselves, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are a means of strength to us through their God, 
the LORD who rules over all.’ 
6 On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like an igniter among sticks and a burning torch among sheaves, and they will burn up 
all the surrounding nations right and left. Then the people of Jerusalem will settle once more in their place, the city of Jerusalem. 
7 The LORD also will deliver the homes of Judah first, so that the splendor of the kingship of David and of the people of Jerusalem 
may not exceed that of Judah. 
8 On that day the LORD himself will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the weakest among them will be like mighty David, 
and the dynasty of David will be like God, like the angel of the LORD before them. 
 
Israel Weeps Over the One They Pierced (Eschatological) 
9 So on that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.” 
10 “I will pour out on the kingship of David and the population of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication so that they will look to 
me, the one they have pierced. They will lament for him as one laments for an only son, and there will be a bitter cry for him like the 
bitter cry for a firstborn. [John 19:37; Rev 1:7] 
11 On that day the lamentation in Jerusalem will be as great as the lamentation at Hadad-Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 
12 The land will mourn, clan by clan—the clan of the royal household of David by itself and their wives by themselves; the clan of the 
family of Nathan by itself and their wives by themselves; 
13 the clan of the descendants of Levi by itself and their wives by themselves; and the clan of the Shimeites by itself and their wives 
by themselves— 
14 all the clans that remain, each separately with their wives.” 
 
Israel Cleansed of Sin, Idols, and False Prophets (Eschatological) 
13:1 “In that day there will be a fountain opened up for the dynasty of David and the people of Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin 
and impurity. 
2 And also on that day,” says the LORD who rules over all, “I will remove the names of the idols from the land and they will never 
again be remembered. Moreover, I will remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land. 
3 Then, if anyone prophesies in spite of this, his father and mother to whom he was born will say to him, ‘You cannot live, for you lie 
in the name of the LORD.’ Then his father and mother to whom he was born will run him through with a sword when he prophesies. 
4 “Therefore, on that day each prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies and will no longer wear the hairy garment 
of a prophet to deceive the people. 
5 Instead he will say, ‘I am no prophet—indeed, I am a farmer, for a man has made me his indentured servant since my youth.’ 
6 Then someone will ask him, ‘What are these wounds on your chest?’ and he will answer, ‘Some that I received in the house of my 
friends.’ 
 
The Shepherd Smitten, a Remnant Spared (Historical and Eschatological) 
7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, 
 against the man who is my associate,” 
 says the LORD who rules over all. 
 Strike the shepherd that the flock may be scattered; [Matt 26:31; Mark 14:27] 
 I will turn my hand against the insignificant ones. 
8 It will happen in all the land, says the LORD, 
 that two-thirds of the people in it will be cut off and die, 
 but one-third will be left in it. 
9 Then I will bring the remaining third into the fire; 
 I will refine them like silver is refined 
 and will test them like gold is tested. 
 They will call on my name and I will answer; 
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 I will say, ‘These are my people,’ 
 and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” 
 
The Day of the Battle for Jerusalem (Eschatological) 
14:1 A day of the LORD is about to come when your possessions will be divided as plunder in your midst. 
2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to wage war; the city will be taken, its houses plundered, and the women raped. 
Then half of the city will go into exile, but the remainder of the people will not be taken away. 
3 Then the LORD will go to battle and fight against those nations, just as he fought battles in ancient days. 
4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives which lies to the east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in 
half from east to west, leaving a great valley. Half the mountain will move northward and the other half southward. 
5 Then you will escape through my mountain valley, for the mountains will extend to Azal. Indeed, you will flee as you fled from the 
earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come with all his holy ones with him. 
 
The Establishment of the Messianic Kingdom (Eschatological) 
6 On that day there will be no light—the sources of light in the heavens will congeal. 
7 It will happen in one day (a day known to the LORD); not in the day or the night, but in the evening there will be light. 
8 Moreover, on that day living waters will flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western 
sea; it will happen both in summer and in winter. 
9 The LORD will then be king over all the earth. In that day the LORD will be seen as one with a single name. 
10 All the land will change and become like the Arabah from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem; and Jerusalem will be raised up 
and will stay in its own place from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First Gate and on to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of 
Hananel to the royal winepresses. 
11 And people will settle there, and there will no longer be the threat of divine extermination—Jerusalem will dwell in security. 
 
The Destruction of Israel’s Enemies (Eschatological) 
12 But this will be the nature of the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that have fought against Jerusalem: Their 
flesh will decay while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will dissolve in their 
mouths. 
13 On that day there will be great confusion from the LORD among them; they will seize each other and attack one another violently. 
14 Moreover, Judah will fight at Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered up—gold, silver, and 
clothing in great abundance. 
15 This is the kind of plague that will devastate horses, mules, camels, donkeys, and all the other animals in those camps. 
 
The King is Worshipped by the Nations During the Millennium (Eschatological) 
16 Then all who survive from all the nations that came to attack Jerusalem will go up annually to worship the King, the LORD who 
rules over all, and to observe the Feast of Tabernacles. 
17 But if any of the nations anywhere on earth refuse to go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD who rules over all, they 
will get no rain. 
18 If the Egyptians will not do so, they will get no rain—instead there will be the kind of plague which the LORD inflicts on any nations 
that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 
19 This will be the punishment of Egypt and of all nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 
20 On that day the bells of the horses will bear the inscription “HOLY TO THE LORD.” The cooking pots in the LORD’s temple will be as 
holy as the bowls in front of the altar. 
21 Every cooking pot in Jerusalem and Judah will become holy in the sight of the LORD who rules over all, so that all who offer 
sacrifices may come and use some of them to boil their sacrifices in them. On that day there will no longer be a Canaanite in the 
house of the LORD who rules over all. 

 

 

The Temple Completed (March 12, 515 BC) 
Ezra 6:14b–18 

14b They built and brought it to completion by the command of the God of Israel and by the command of Cyrus and Darius and 
Artaxerxes king of Persia. 
15 They finished this temple on the third day of the month Adar, which is the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. 
16 The people of Israel—the priests, the Levites, and the rest of the exiles—observed the dedication of this temple of God with joy. 
17 For the dedication of this temple of God they offered one hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and twelve 
male goats for the sin of all Israel, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. 
18 They appointed the priests by their divisions and the Levites by their divisions over the worship of God at Jerusalem, in accord 
with the book of Moses. 
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Passover Celebrated (April 21–27, 515 BC) 
Ezra 6:19–22 

19 The exiles observed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. 
20 The priests and the Levites had purified themselves, every last one, and they all were ceremonially pure. They sacrificed the 
Passover lamb for all the exiles, for their colleagues the priests, and for themselves. 
21 The Israelites who were returning from the exile ate it, along with all those who had joined them in separating themselves from 
the uncleanness of the nations of the land to seek the LORD God of Israel. 
22 They observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with joy, for the LORD had given them joy and had changed the 
opinion of the king of Assyria toward them, so that he assisted them in the work on the temple of God, the God of Israel. 

 
 

He Heals the Brokenhearted (c. May 515 BC) 
Psalm 147 

1 Praise the LORD, 
 for it is good to sing praises to our God! 
 Yes, praise is pleasant and appropriate! 
2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, 
 and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
3 He heals the brokenhearted, 
 and bandages their wounds. 
4 He counts the number of the stars; 
 he names all of them. 
5 Our Lord is great and has awesome power; 
 there is no limit to his wisdom. 
6 The LORD lifts up the oppressed, 
 but knocks the wicked to the ground. 
7 Offer to the LORD a song of thanks! 
 Sing praises to our God to the accompaniment of a harp! 
8 He covers the sky with clouds, 
 provides the earth with rain, 
 and causes grass to grow on the hillsides. 
9 He gives food to the animals, 
 and to the young ravens when they chirp. 
10  He is not enamored with the strength of a horse, 
 nor is he impressed by the warrior’s strong legs. 
11 The LORD takes delight in his faithful followers, 
 and in those who wait for his loyal love. 
12 Extol the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
 Praise your God, O Zion! 
13 For he makes the bars of your gates strong. 
 He blesses your children within you. 
14 He brings peace to your territory. 
 He abundantly provides for you the best grain. 
15 He sends his command through the earth; 
 swiftly his order reaches its destination. 
16 He sends the snow that is white like wool; 
 he spreads the frost that is white like ashes. 
17 He throws his hailstones like crumbs. 
 Who can withstand the cold wind he sends? 
18 He then orders it all to melt; 
 he breathes on it, and the water flows. 
19 He proclaims his word to Jacob, 
 his statutes and regulations to Israel. 
20 He has not done so with any other nation; 
 they are not aware of his regulations. 
 Praise the LORD! 
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