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Design of the Priestly Garments (c. early June – mid July 1446 BC) 
Exodus 28 

Priestly Garments for Aaron and His Sons 
1 “And you, bring near to you your brother Aaron and his sons with him from among the Israelites, so that they may minister as my 
priests—Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. 
2 You must make holy garments for your brother Aaron, for glory and for beauty. 
3 You are to speak to all who are specially skilled, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, so that they may make Aaron’s 
garments to set him apart to minister as my priest. 
4 Now these are the garments that they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a fitted tunic, a turban, and a sash. They are 
to make holy garments for your brother Aaron and for his sons, that they may minister as my priests. 
5 The artisans are to use the gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen. 
 
The Ephod 
6 “They are to make the ephod of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen, the work of an artistic designer. 
7 It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it can be joined together. 
8 The artistically woven waistband of the ephod that is on it is to be like it, of one piece with the ephod, of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, 
and fine twisted linen. 
9 “You are to take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 
10 six of their names on one stone, and the six remaining names on the second stone, according to the order of their birth. 
11 You are to engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel with the work of an engraver in stone, like the engravings 
of a seal; you are to have them set in gold filigree settings. 
12 You are to put the two stones on the shoulders of the ephod, stones of memorial for the sons of Israel, and Aaron will bear their 
names before the LORD on his two shoulders for a memorial. 
13 You are to make filigree settings of gold 
14 and two braided chains of pure gold, like a cord, and attach the chains to the settings. 
 
The Breastpiece 
15 “You are to make a breastpiece for use in making decisions, the work of an artistic designer; you are to make it in the same 
fashion as the ephod; you are to make it of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen. 
16 It is to be square when doubled, nine inches long and nine inches wide. 
17 You are to set in it a setting for stones, four rows of stones, a row with a ruby, a topaz, and a beryl—the first row; 
18 and the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, and an emerald; 
19 and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 
20 and the fourth row, a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. They are to be enclosed in gold in their filigree settings. 
21 The stones are to be for the names of the sons of Israel, twelve, according to the number of their names. Each name according to 
the twelve tribes is to be like the engravings of a seal. 
22 “You are to make for the breastpiece braided chains like cords of pure gold, 
23 and you are to make for the breastpiece two gold rings and attach the two rings to the upper two ends of the breastpiece. 
24 You are to attach the two gold chains to the two rings at the ends of the breastpiece; 
25 the other two ends of the two chains you will attach to the two settings and then attach them to the shoulder pieces of the 
ephod at the front of it. 
26 You are to make two rings of gold and put them on the other two ends of the breastpiece, on its edge that is on the inner side of 
the ephod. 
27 You are to make two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the two shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close 
to the juncture above the waistband of the ephod. 
28 They are to tie the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod by blue cord, so that it may be above the waistband of the 
ephod, and so that the breastpiece will not be loose from the ephod. 
29 Aaron will bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of decision over his heart when he goes into the holy place, for 
a memorial before the LORD continually. 
30 “You are to put the Urim and the Thummim into the breastpiece of decision; and they are to be over Aaron’s heart when he goes 
in before the LORD. Aaron is to bear the decisions of the Israelites over his heart before the LORD continually. 
 
The Robe 
31 “You are to make the robe of the ephod completely blue. 
32 There is to be an opening in its top in the center of it, with an edge all around the opening, the work of a weaver, like the opening 
of a collar, so that it cannot be torn. 
33 You are to make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet all around its hem and bells of gold between them all around. 
34 The pattern is to be a gold bell and a pomegranate, a gold bell and a pomegranate, all around the hem of the robe. 
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35 The robe is to be on Aaron as he ministers, and his sound will be heard when he enters the Holy Place before the LORD and when 
he leaves, so that he does not die. 
 
The Golden Diadem 
36 “You are to make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it the way a seal is engraved: “Holiness to the LORD.” 
37 You are to attach to it a blue cord so that it will be on the turban; it is to be on the front of the turban, 
38 It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron will bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the Israelites are to sanctify by all their 
holy gifts; it will always be on his forehead, for their acceptance before the LORD. 
 
The Coat, Turban and Sash 
39 You are to weave the tunic of fine linen and make the turban of fine linen, and make the sash the work of an embroiderer. 
40 “For Aaron’s sons you are to make tunics, sashes, and headbands for glory and for beauty. 
41 “You are to clothe them—your brother Aaron and his sons with him—and anoint them and ordain them and set them apart as 
holy, so that they may minister as my priests. 
 
Undergarments for Modesty 
42 Make for them linen undergarments to cover their naked bodies; they must cover from the waist to the thighs. 
43 These must be on Aaron and his sons when they enter to the tent of meeting, or when they approach the altar to minister in the 
Holy Place, so that they bear no iniquity and die. It is to be a perpetual ordinance for him and for his descendants after him. 

 

 

Instructions for the Priestly Ordination Ceremony (c. early June – mid July 1446 BC) 

Exodus 29 

Instructions for Consecration of Aaron and His Sons as Priests 
1 “Now this is what you are to do for them to consecrate them so that they may minister as my priests. Take a young bull and two 
rams without blemish; 
2 and bread made without yeast, and perforated cakes without yeast mixed with oil, and wafers without yeast spread with oil—you 
are to make them using fine wheat flour. 
3 You are to put them in one basket and present them in the basket, along with the bull and the two rams. 
4 “You are to present Aaron and his sons at the entrance of the tent of meeting. You are to wash them with water 
5 and take the garments and clothe Aaron with the tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and the breastpiece; you are to fasten 
the ephod on him by using the skillfully woven waistband. 
6 You are to put the turban on his head and put the holy diadem on the turban. 
7 You are to take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 
8 You are to present his sons and clothe them with tunics 
9 and wrap the sashes around Aaron and his sons and put headbands on them, and so the ministry of priesthood will belong to them 
by a perpetual ordinance. Thus you are to consecrate Aaron and his sons. 
 
A Bull as a Sin Offering 
10 “You are to present the bull at the front of the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons are to put their hands on the head of the 
bull. 
11 You are to kill the bull before the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting 
12 and take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger; all the rest of the blood you are to 
pour out at the base of the altar. 
13 You are to take all the fat that covers the entrails, and the lobe that is above the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on 
them, and burn them on the altar. 
14 But the meat of the bull, its skin, and its dung you are to burn up outside the camp. It is the purification offering. 
 
A Ram as a Whole Burnt Offering 
15 “You are to take one ram, and Aaron and his sons are to lay their hands on the ram’s head, 
16 and you are to kill the ram and take its blood and splash it all around on the altar. 
17 Then you are to cut the ram into pieces and wash the entrails and its legs and put them on its pieces and on its head 
18 and burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD, a soothing aroma; it is an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
 
A Second Ram’s Blood—the Ram for Consecration 
19 “You are to take the second ram, and Aaron and his sons are to lay their hands on the ram’s head, 
20 and you are to kill the ram and take some of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron, on the tip of the right ear of 
his sons, on the thumb of their right hand, and on the big toe of their right foot, and then splash the blood all around on the altar. 
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21 You are to take some of the blood that is on the altar and some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron, on his garments, on 
his sons, and on his sons’ garments with him, so that he may be holy, he and his garments along with his sons and his sons’ 
garments. 
 
Offering the Second Ram 
22 “You are to take from the ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, the lobe of the liver, the two kidneys and the fat 
that is on them, and the right thigh—for it is the ram for consecration— 
23 and one round flat cake of bread, one perforated cake of oiled bread, and one wafer from the basket of bread made without 
yeast that is before the LORD. 
24 You are to put all these in Aaron’s hands and in his sons’ hands, and you are to wave them as a wave offering before the LORD. 
25 Then you are to take them from their hands and burn them on the altar for a burnt offering, for a soothing aroma before the 
LORD. It is an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
26 You are to take the breast of the ram of Aaron’s consecration; you are to wave it as a wave offering before the LORD, and it is to 
be your share. 
27 You are to sanctify the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the contribution, which were waved and lifted up as a 
contribution from the ram of consecration, from what belongs to Aaron and to his sons. 
28 It is to belong to Aaron and to his sons from the Israelites, by a perpetual ordinance, for it is a contribution. It is to be a 
contribution from the Israelites from their peace offerings, their contribution to the LORD. 
29 “The holy garments that belong to Aaron are to belong to his sons after him, so that they may be anointed in them and 
consecrated in them. 
30 The priest who succeeds him from his sons, when he first comes to the tent of meeting to minister in the Holy Place, is to wear 
them for seven days. 
 
Eating the Second Ram 
31 “You are to take the ram of the consecration and cook its meat in a holy place. 
32 Aaron and his sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the bread that was in the basket at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 
33 They are to eat those things by which atonement was made to consecrate and to set them apart, but no one else may eat them, 
for they are holy. 
34 If any of the meat from the consecration offerings or any of the bread is left over until morning, then you are to burn up what is 
left over. It must not be eaten, because it is holy. 
 
Length of the Consecration Ceremony 
35 “Thus you are to do for Aaron and for his sons, according to all that I have commanded you; you are to consecrate them for seven 
days. 
36 Every day you are to prepare a bull for a purification offering for atonement. You are to purge the altar by making atonement for 
it, and you are to anoint it to set it apart as holy. 
37 For seven days you are to make atonement for the altar and set it apart as holy. Then the altar will be most holy. Anything that 
touches the altar will be holy. 
 
The Daily Offerings 
38 “Now this is what you are to prepare on the altar every day continually: two lambs a year old. 
39 The first lamb you are to prepare in the morning, and the second lamb you are to prepare around sundown. 
40 With the first lamb offer a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a fourth of a hin of oil from pressed olives, and a fourth of a 
hin of wine as a drink offering. 
41 The second lamb you are to offer around sundown; you are to prepare for it the same meal offering as for the morning and the 
same drink offering, for a soothing aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
42 “This will be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I 
will meet with you to speak to you there. 
43 There I will meet with the Israelites, and it will be set apart as holy by my glory. 
44 “So I will set apart as holy the tent of meeting and the altar, and I will set apart as holy Aaron and his sons, that they may minister 
as priests to me. 
45 I will reside among the Israelites, and I will be their God, 
46 and they will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out from the land of Egypt, so that I may reside among them. 
I am the LORD their God. 
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