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Zedekiah and the Slaves (589 BC) 
Jeremiah 34 

Historical Summary 
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army, with all the kingdoms of 
the earth that were under his dominion and all the peoples, were fighting against Jerusalem and against all its cities, saying, 
2 “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah and say to him: “Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I am giving 
this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will burn it with fire. 
3 You will not escape from his hand, for you will surely be captured and delivered into his hand; and you will see the king of Babylon 
eye to eye, and he will speak with you face to face, and you will go to Babylon.’”’ 
4 Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says the LORD concerning you, ‘You will not die by the sword. 
5 You will die in peace; and as spices were burned for your fathers, the former kings who were before you, so they will burn spices 
for you; and they will lament for you, “Alas, lord!”’ For I have spoken the word,” declares the LORD. 
6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem 
7 when the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem and against all the remaining cities of Judah, that is, Lachish 
and Azekah, for they alone remained as fortified cities among the cities of Judah. 
 
A Broken Promise of Freedom for the Slaves 
8 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD after King Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people who were in 
Jerusalem to proclaim release to them: 
9 that each man should set free his male servant and each man his female servant, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman; so that no 
one should keep them, a Jew his brother, in bondage. 
10 And all the officials and all the people obeyed who had entered into the covenant that each man should set free his male servant 
and each man his female servant, so that no one should keep them any longer in bondage; they obeyed, and set them free. 
11 But afterward they turned around and took back the male servants and the female servants whom they had set free, and brought 
them into subjection for male servants and for female servants. 
 
God Denounces the Broken Promise 
12 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 
13 “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘I made a covenant with your forefathers in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage, saying, 
14 “At the end of seven years each of you shall set free his Hebrew brother who has been sold to you and has served you six years, 
you shall send him out free from you; [Exod 21:1–4; Deut 15:12–15] but your forefathers did not obey Me or incline their ear to Me. 
15 Although recently you had turned and done what is right in My sight, each man proclaiming release to his neighbor, and you had 
made a covenant before Me in the house which is called by My name. 
16 Yet you turned and profaned My name, and each man took back his male servant and each man his female servant whom you 
had set free according to their desire, and you brought them into subjection to be your male servants and female servants.”’ 
 
Punishment for the Broken Promise 
17 “Therefore thus says the LORD, ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming release each man to his brother and each man to his 
neighbor. Behold, I am proclaiming a release to you,’ declares the LORD, ‘to the sword, to the pestilence and to the famine; and I will 
make you a terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 
18 I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not fulfilled the words of the covenant which they made 
before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between its parts— 
19 the officials of Judah and the officials of Jerusalem, the court officers and the priests and all the people of the land who passed 
between the parts of the calf— 
20 I will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life. And their dead bodies will be food 
for the birds of the sky and the beasts of the earth. 
21 Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials I will give into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life, 
and into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon which has gone away from you. 
22 Behold, I am going to command,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will bring them back to this city; and they will fight against it and take it 
and burn it with fire; and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without inhabitant.’” 

 
 

Jeremiah’s Arrest and Imprisonment (589 BC) 
Jeremiah 37:11–21 

Jeremiah’s Arrest 
11 Now it happened when the army of the Chaldeans had lifted the siege from Jerusalem because of Pharaoh’s army, 
12 that Jeremiah went out from Jerusalem to go to the land of Benjamin in order to take possession of some property there among 
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the people. 
13 While he was at the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah the son of Hananiah 
was there; and he arrested Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You are going over to the Chaldeans!” 
14 But Jeremiah said, “A lie! I am not going over to the Chaldeans”; yet he would not listen to him. So Irijah arrested Jeremiah and 
brought him to the officials. 
15 Then the officials were angry at Jeremiah and beat him, and they put him in jail in the house of Jonathan the scribe, which they 
had made into the prison. 
16 For Jeremiah had come into the dungeon, that is, the vaulted cell; and Jeremiah stayed there many days. 
 
Jeremiah’s Secret Meeting with Zedekiah 
17 Now King Zedekiah sent and took him out; and in his palace the king secretly asked him and said, “Is there a word from the 
LORD?” And Jeremiah said, “There is!” Then he said, “You will be given into the hand of the king of Babylon!” 
18 Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “In what way have I sinned against you, or against your servants, or against this 
people, that you have put me in prison? 
19 Where then are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come against you or against this 
land’? 
20 But now, please listen, O my lord the king; please let my petition come before you and do not make me return to the house of 
Jonathan the scribe, that I may not die there.” 
21 Then King Zedekiah gave commandment, and they committed Jeremiah to the court of the guardhouse and gave him a loaf of 
bread daily from the bakers’ street, until all the bread in the city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in the court of the guardhouse. 

 
 

The Attempt on Jeremiah’s Life (589 BC) 
Jeremiah 38 

The Demand for Jeremiah’s Punishment 
1 Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of 
Malchijah heard the words that Jeremiah was speaking to all the people, saying, 
2 “Thus says the LORD, ‘He who stays in this city will die by the sword and by famine and by pestilence, but he who goes out to the 
Chaldeans will live and have his own life as booty and stay alive.’ 
3 Thus says the LORD, ‘This city will certainly be given into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon and he will capture it.’” 
4 Then the officials said to the king, “Now let this man be put to death, inasmuch as he is discouraging the men of war who are left in 
this city and all the people, by speaking such words to them; for this man is not seeking the well-being of this people but rather their 
harm.” 
5 So King Zedekiah said, “Behold, he is in your hands; for the king can do nothing against you.” 
6 Then they took Jeremiah and cast him into the cistern of Malchijah the king’s son, which was in the court of the guardhouse; and 
they let Jeremiah down with ropes. Now in the cistern there was no water but only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud. 
 
Jeremiah’s Rescue by Ebed-Melech 
7 But Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch, while he was in the king’s palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah into the cistern. 
Now the king was sitting in the Gate of Benjamin; 
8 and Ebed-melech went out from the king’s palace and spoke to the king, saying, 
9 “My lord the king, these men have acted wickedly in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet whom they have cast into the 
cistern; and he will die right where he is because of the famine, for there is no more bread in the city.” 
10 Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take thirty men from here under your authority and bring up 
Jeremiah the prophet from the cistern before he dies.” 
11 So Ebed-melech took the men under his authority and went into the king’s palace to a place beneath the storeroom and took 
from there worn-out clothes and worn-out rags and let them down by ropes into the cistern to Jeremiah. 
12 Then Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Now put these worn-out clothes and rags under your armpits under the 
ropes”; and Jeremiah did so. 
13 So they pulled Jeremiah up with the ropes and lifted him out of the cistern, and Jeremiah stayed in the court of the guardhouse. 
 
A Second Secret Meeting With Zedekiah 
14 Then King Zedekiah sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third entrance that is in the house of the LORD; and 
the king said to Jeremiah, “I am going to ask you something; do not hide anything from me.” 
15 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I tell you, will you not certainly put me to death? Besides, if I give you advice, you will not 
listen to me.” 
16 But King Zedekiah swore to Jeremiah in secret saying, “As the LORD lives, who made this life for us, surely I will not put you to 
death nor will I give you over to the hand of these men who are seeking your life.” 
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17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘If you will indeed go out to the officers of 
the king of Babylon, then you will live, this city will not be burned with fire, and you and your household will survive. 
18 But if you will not go out to the officers of the king of Babylon, then this city will be given over to the hand of the Chaldeans; and 
they will burn it with fire, and you yourself will not escape from their hand.’” 
19 Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “I dread the Jews who have gone over to the Chaldeans, for they may give me over into 
their hand and they will abuse me.” 
20 But Jeremiah said, “They will not give you over. Please obey the LORD in what I am saying to you, that it may go well with you and 
you may live. 
21 But if you keep refusing to go out, this is the word which the LORD has shown me: 
22 ‘Then behold, all of the women who have been left in the palace of the king of Judah are going to be brought out to the officers 
of the king of Babylon; and those women will say, 
 
 “Your close friends 
 Have misled and overpowered you; 
 While your feet were sunk in the mire, 
 They turned back.” 
 
23 They will also bring out all your wives and your sons to the Chaldeans, and you yourself will not escape from their hand, but will 
be seized by the hand of the king of Babylon, and this city will be burned with fire.’” 
24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no man know about these words and you will not die. 
25 But if the officials hear that I have talked with you and come to you and say to you, ‘Tell us now what you said to the king and 
what the king said to you; do not hide it from us and we will not put you to death,’ 
26 then you are to say to them, ‘I was presenting my petition before the king, not to make me return to the house of Jonathan to die 
there.’” 
 
Jeremiah is Questioned by the Officials 
27 Then all the officials came to Jeremiah and questioned him. So he reported to them in accordance with all these words which the 
king had commanded; and they ceased speaking with him, since the conversation had not been overheard. 
28 So Jeremiah stayed in the court of the guardhouse until the day that Jerusalem was captured. 

 
 

God’s Message to Jeremiah’s Rescuer, Ebed-Melech (589 BC) 
Jeremiah 39:15–18 

15 Now the word of the LORD had come to Jeremiah while he was confined in the court of the guardhouse, saying, 
16 “Go and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold, I am about to bring 
My words on this city for disaster and not for prosperity; and they will take place before you on that day. 
17 But I will deliver you on that day,” declares the LORD, “and you will not be given into the hand of the men whom you dread. 
18 For I will certainly rescue you, and you will not fall by the sword; but you will have your own life as booty, because you have 
trusted in Me,” declares the LORD.’” 
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