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David Hides With the Philistines (c. 1011 – c. 1010 BC) 
1 Samuel 27:1–12; 1 Chronicles 12:1–7 

David Does Not Trust Saul’s Change of Heart 
1 Sam 27:1 Then David said to himself, “Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than to escape 
into the land of the Philistines. Saul then will despair of searching for me anymore in all the territory of Israel, and I will escape from 
his hand.” 
2 So David arose and crossed over, he and the six hundred men who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 
3 And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, each with his household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s widow. 
4 Now it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, so he no longer searched for him. 
5 Then David said to Achish, “If now I have found favor in your sight, let them give me a place in one of the cities in the country, that 
I may live there; for why should your servant live in the royal city with you?” 
6 So Achish gave him Ziklag that day; therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. 
7 The number of days that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months. 
 
Saul’s Own Kinsmen Join David in Ziklag 
1 Chr 12:1 Now these are the ones who came to David at Ziklag, while he was still restricted because of Saul the son of Kish; and 
they were among the mighty men who helped him in war. 
2 They were equipped with bows, using both the right hand and the left to sling stones and to shoot arrows from the bow; they were 
Saul’s kinsmen from Benjamin. 
3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth, and Beracah 
and Jehu the Anathothite, 
4 and Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and over the thirty. Then Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, Jozabad the 
Gederathite, 
5 Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, Shephatiah the Haruphite, 
6 Elkanah, Isshiah, Azarel, Joezer, Jashobeam, the Korahites, 
7 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 
 
David Tricks Achish Again 
1 Sam 27:8 Now David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites and the Girzites and the Amalekites; for they were the 
inhabitants of the land from ancient times, as you come to Shur even as far as the land of Egypt. 
9 David attacked the land and did not leave a man or a woman alive, and he took away the sheep, the cattle, the donkeys, the 
camels, and the clothing. Then he returned and came to Achish. 
10 Now Achish said, “Where have you made a raid today?” And David said, “Against the Negev of Judah and against the Negev of the 
Jerahmeelites and against the Negev of the Kenites.” 
11 David did not leave a man or a woman alive to bring to Gath, saying, “Otherwise they will tell about us, saying, ‘So has David done 
and so has been his practice all the time he has lived in the country of the Philistines.’” 
12 So Achish believed David, saying, “He has surely made himself odious among his people Israel; therefore he will become my 
servant forever.” 

 
 

The Philistines Prepare for War With Israel (c. 1010 BC) 
1 Samuel 28:1–2; 29:1–11; 1 Chronicles 12:19–22 

Achish Makes David His Personal Bodyguard 
1 Sam 28:1 Now it came about in those days that the Philistines gathered their armed camps for war, to fight against Israel. And 
Achish said to David, “Know assuredly that you will go out with me in the camp, you and your men.” 
2 David said to Achish, “Very well, you shall know what your servant can do.” So Achish said to David, “Very well, I will make you my 
bodyguard for life.” 
 
The Commanders of the Philistines Do Not Trust David 
1 Sam 29:1 Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies to Aphek, while the Israelites were camping by the spring which is 
in Jezreel. 
2 And the lords of the Philistines were proceeding on by hundreds and by thousands, and David and his men were proceeding on in 
the rear with Achish. 
3 Then the commanders of the Philistines said, “What are these Hebrews doing here?” And Achish said to the commanders of the 
Philistines, “Is this not David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel, who has been with me these days, or rather these years, and I 
have found no fault in him from the day he deserted to me to this day?” 
4 But the commanders of the Philistines were angry with him, and the commanders of the Philistines said to him, “Make the man go 
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back, that he may return to his place where you have assigned him, and do not let him go down to battle with us, or in the battle he 
may become an adversary to us. For with what could this man make himself acceptable to his lord? Would it not be with the heads 
of these men? 
5 Is this not David, of whom they sing in the dances, saying, 
 
 ‘Saul has slain his thousands, 
 And David his ten thousands’?” 
 
6 Then Achish called David and said to him, “As the LORD lives, you have been upright, and your going out and your coming in with 
me in the army are pleasing in my sight; for I have not found evil in you from the day of your coming to me to this day. Nevertheless, 
you are not pleasing in the sight of the lords. 
7 Now therefore return and go in peace, that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines.” 
8 David said to Achish, “But what have I done? And what have you found in your servant from the day when I came before you to 
this day, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?” 
9 But Achish replied to David, “I know that you are pleasing in my sight, like an angel of God; nevertheless the commanders of the 
Philistines have said, ‘He must not go up with us to the battle.’ 
10 Now then arise early in the morning with the servants of your lord who have come with you, and as soon as you have arisen early 
in the morning and have light, depart.” 
11 So David arose early, he and his men, to depart in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up 
to Jezreel. 
 
Men from Manasseh Desert Saul to Join David 
1 Chr 12:19 From Manasseh also some defected to David when he was about to go to battle with the Philistines against Saul. But 
they did not help them, for the lords of the Philistines after consultation sent him away, saying, “At the cost of our heads he may 
defect to his master Saul.” 
20 As he went to Ziklag there defected to him from Manasseh: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu and Zillethai, 
captains of thousands who belonged to Manasseh. 
21 They helped David against the band of raiders, for they were all mighty men of valor, and were captains in the army. 
22 For day by day men came to David to help him, until there was a great army like the army of God. 

 
 

Saul and the Medium of En-dor (c. 1010 BC) 
1 Samuel 28:3–25 

Saul Fears the Philistine Army 
4 So the Philistines gathered together and came and camped in Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel together and they camped in 
Gilboa. 
5 When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was afraid and his heart trembled greatly. 
6 When Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets. 
 
Saul Goes to the Medium at En-dor 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul had removed from the 
land those who were mediums and spiritists. 
7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek for me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants 
said to him, “Behold, there is a woman who is a medium at En-dor.” 
8 Then Saul disguised himself by putting on other clothes, and went, he and two men with him, and they came to the woman by 
night; and he said, “Conjure up for me, please, and bring up for me whom I shall name to you.” 
9 But the woman said to him, “Behold, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off those who are mediums and spiritists from 
the land. Why are you then laying a snare for my life to bring about my death?” 
10 Saul vowed to her by the LORD, saying, “As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” 
11 Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 
 
Samuel Appears 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice; and the woman spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived 
me? For you are Saul.” 
13 The king said to her, “Do not be afraid; but what do you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I see a divine being coming up out of 
the earth.” 
14 He said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped with a robe.” And Saul knew that it 
was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and did homage. 
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15 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, “I am greatly distressed; for the 
Philistines are waging war against me, and God has departed from me and no longer answers me, either through prophets or by 
dreams; therefore I have called you, that you may make known to me what I should do.” 
 
Samuel’s Final Prophecy 
16 Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has departed from you and has become your adversary? 
17 The LORD has done accordingly as He spoke through me; for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your 
neighbor, to David. 
18 As you did not obey the LORD and did not execute His fierce wrath on Amalek, so the LORD has done this thing to you this day. 
19 Moreover the LORD will also give over Israel along with you into the hands of the Philistines, therefore tomorrow you and your 
sons will be with me. Indeed the LORD will give over the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines!” 
 
Saul Still Refuses to Repent 
20 Then Saul immediately fell full length upon the ground and was very afraid because of the words of Samuel; also there was no 
strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day and all night. 
21 The woman came to Saul and saw that he was terrified, and said to him, “Behold, your maidservant has obeyed you, and I have 
taken my life in my hand and have listened to your words which you spoke to me. 
22 So now also, please listen to the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread before you that you may eat and have 
strength when you go on your way.” 
23 But he refused and said, “I will not eat.” However, his servants together with the woman urged him, and he listened to them. So 
he arose from the ground and sat on the bed. 
24  The woman had a fattened calf in the house, and she quickly slaughtered it; and she took flour, kneaded it and baked 
unleavened bread from it. 
25 She brought it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and went away that night. 
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Chronological Notes 
 
1) The order of events surrounding Saul’s death follows the arrangement suggested by Bergen.1 
 
 

                                                 
1 Robert D. Bergen, “1, 2 Samuel,” New American Commentary, 285. 
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