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Design of the Priestly Garments (c. early June – mid July 1446 BC) 
Exodus 28 

Priestly Garments for Aaron and His Sons 
1 “Then bring near to yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the sons of Israel, to minister as priest to 
Me—Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. 
2 You shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 
3 You shall speak to all the skillful persons whom I have endowed with the spirit of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s garments to 
consecrate him, that he may minister as priest to Me. 
4 These are the garments which they shall make: a breastpiece and an ephod and a robe and a tunic of checkered work, a turban 
and a sash, and they shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister as priest to Me. 
5 They shall take the gold and the blue and the purple and the scarlet material and the fine linen. 
 

The Ephod 
6 “They shall also make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen, the work of the skillful 
workman. 
7 It shall have two shoulder pieces joined to its two ends, that it may be joined. 
8 The skillfully woven band, which is on it, shall be like its workmanship, of the same material: of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet 
material and fine twisted linen. 
9 You shall take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 
10 six of their names on the one stone and the names of the remaining six on the other stone, according to their birth. 
11 As a jeweler engraves a signet, you shall engrave the two stones according to the names of the sons of Israel; you shall set them 
in filigree settings of gold. 
12 You shall put the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of memorial for the sons of Israel, and Aaron shall 
bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders for a memorial. 
13 You shall make filigree settings of gold, 
14 and two chains of pure gold; you shall make them of twisted cordage work, and you shall put the corded chains on the filigree 
settings. 
 

The Breastpiece 
15 “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, the work of a skillful workman; like the work of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, 
of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen you shall make it. 
16 It shall be square and folded double, a span in length and a span in width. 
17 You shall mount on it four rows of stones; the first row shall be a row of ruby, topaz and emerald; 
18 and the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; 
19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; 
20 and the fourth row a beryl and an onyx and a jasper; they shall be set in gold filigree. 
21 The stones shall be according to the names of the sons of Israel: twelve, according to their names; they shall be like the 
engravings of a seal, each according to his name for the twelve tribes. 
22 You shall make on the breastpiece chains of twisted cordage work in pure gold. 
23 You shall make on the breastpiece two rings of gold, and shall put the two rings on the two ends of the breastpiece. 
24 You shall put the two cords of gold on the two rings at the ends of the breastpiece. 
25 You shall put the other two ends of the two cords on the two filigree settings, and put them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, 
at the front of it. 
26 You shall make two rings of gold and shall place them on the two ends of the breastpiece, on the edge of it, which is toward the 
inner side of the ephod. 
27 You shall make two rings of gold and put them on the bottom of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, on the front of it close to 
the place where it is joined, above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 
28 They shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, so that it will be on the skillfully woven 
band of the ephod, and that the breastpiece will not come loose from the ephod. 
29 Aaron shall carry the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment over his heart when he enters the holy place, for 
a memorial before the LORD continually. 
30 You shall put in the breastpiece of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes in 
before the LORD; and Aaron shall carry the judgment of the sons of Israel over his heart before the LORD continually. 
 

The Robe 
31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 
32 There shall be an opening at its top in the middle of it; around its opening there shall be a binding of woven work, like the 
opening of a coat of mail, so that it will not be torn. 
33 You shall make on its hem pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet material, all around on its hem, and bells of gold 



© Nathan E. Brown               February 10 – Chronological Synopsis of the Bible – NASB Version               comeafterme.com 

 

between them all around: 
34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, all around on the hem of the robe. 
35 It shall be on Aaron when he ministers; and its tinkling shall be heard when he enters and leaves the holy place before the LORD, 
so that he will not die. 
 

The Golden Diadem 
36 “You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the engravings of a seal, ‘Holy to the LORD.’ 
37 You shall fasten it on a blue cord, and it shall be on the turban; it shall be at the front of the turban. 
38 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things which the sons of Israel consecrate, with 
regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD. 
 

The Coat, Turban and Sash 
39 “You shall weave the tunic of checkered work of fine linen, and shall make a turban of fine linen, and you shall make a sash, the 
work of a weaver. 
40 “For Aaron’s sons you shall make tunics; you shall also make sashes for them, and you shall make caps for them, for glory and for 
beauty. 
41 You shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him; and you shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate 
them, that they may serve Me as priests. 
 

Undergarments for Modesty 
42 You shall make for them linen breeches to cover their bare flesh; they shall reach from the loins even to the thighs. 
43 They shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they enter the tent of meeting, or when they approach the altar to minister in the 
holy place, so that they do not incur guilt and die. It shall be a statute forever to him and to his descendants after him. 
 

 

Instructions for the Priestly Ordination Ceremony (c. early June – mid July 1446 BC) 

Exodus 29 

Instructions for Consecration of Aaron and His Sons as Priests 
1 “Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them to minister as priests to Me: take one young bull and two rams without 
blemish, 
2 and unleavened bread and unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers spread with oil; you shall make them of fine 
wheat flour. 
3 You shall put them in one basket, and present them in the basket along with the bull and the two rams. 
4 Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the doorway of the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 
5 You shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the tunic and the robe of the ephod and the ephod and the breastpiece, and gird 
him with the skillfully woven band of the ephod; 
6 and you shall set the turban on his head and put the holy crown on the turban. 
7 Then you shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 
8 You shall bring his sons and put tunics on them. 
9 You shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and bind caps on them, and they shall have the priesthood by a perpetual 
statute. So you shall ordain Aaron and his sons. 
 

A Bull as a Sin Offering 
10 “Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull. 
11 You shall slaughter the bull before the LORD at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 
12 You shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger; and you shall pour out all the 
blood at the base of the altar. 
13 You shall take all the fat that covers the entrails and the lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and 
offer them up in smoke on the altar. 
14 But the flesh of the bull and its hide and its refuse, you shall burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin offering. 
 

A Ram as a Whole Burnt Offering 
15 “You shall also take the one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram; 
16 and you shall slaughter the ram and shall take its blood and sprinkle it around on the altar. 
17 Then you shall cut the ram into its pieces, and wash its entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and its head. 
18 You shall offer up in smoke the whole ram on the altar; it is a burnt offering to the LORD: it is a soothing aroma, an offering by fire 
to the LORD. 
 

A Second Ram’s Blood—the Ram for Consecration 
19 “Then you shall take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram. 
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20 You shall slaughter the ram, and take some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and on the lobes of his sons’ 
right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet, and sprinkle the rest of the blood around on 
the altar. 
21 Then you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and on his 
garments and on his sons and on his sons’ garments with him; so he and his garments shall be consecrated, as well as his sons and 
his sons’ garments with him. 
 

Offering the Second Ram 
22 “You shall also take the fat from the ram and the fat tail, and the fat that covers the entrails and the lobe of the liver, and the two 
kidneys and the fat that is on them and the right thigh (for it is a ram of ordination), 
23 and one cake of bread and one cake of bread mixed with oil and one wafer from the basket of unleavened bread which is set 
before the LORD; 
24 and you shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons, and shall wave them as a wave offering before the 
LORD. 
25 You shall take them from their hands, and offer them up in smoke on the altar on the burnt offering for a soothing aroma before 
the LORD; it is an offering by fire to the LORD. 
26 “Then you shall take the breast of Aaron’s ram of ordination, and wave it as a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall be your 
portion. 
27 You shall consecrate the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the heave offering which was waved and which was offered 
from the ram of ordination, from the one which was for Aaron and from the one which was for his sons. 
28 It shall be for Aaron and his sons as their portion forever from the sons of Israel, for it is a heave offering; and it shall be a heave 
offering from the sons of Israel from the sacrifices of their peace offerings, even their heave offering to the LORD. 
29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall be for his sons after him, that in them they may be anointed and ordained. 
30 “For seven days the one of his sons who is priest in his stead shall put them on when he enters the tent of meeting to minister in 
the holy place. 
 

Eating the Second Ram 
31 “You shall take the ram of ordination and boil its flesh in a holy place. 
32 Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and the bread that is in the basket, at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 
33 Thus they shall eat those things by which atonement was made at their ordination and consecration; but a layman shall not eat 
them, because they are holy. 
34 If any of the flesh of ordination or any of the bread remains until morning, then you shall burn the remainder with fire; it shall not 
be eaten, because it is holy. 
 

Length of the Consecration Ceremony 
35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I have commanded you; you shall ordain them through seven 
days. 
36 Each day you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement, and you shall purify the altar when you make atonement for it, and 
you shall anoint it to consecrate it. 
37 For seven days you shall make atonement for the altar and consecrate it; then the altar shall be most holy, and whatever touches 
the altar shall be holy. 
 

The Daily Offerings 
38 “Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two one year old lambs each day, continuously. 
39 The one lamb you shall offer in the morning and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; 
40 and there shall be one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with one-fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and one-fourth of a hin of 
wine for a drink offering with one lamb. 
41 The other lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it the same grain offering and the same drink offering as in the 
morning, for a soothing aroma, an offering by fire to the LORD. 
42 It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the doorway of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I 
will meet with you, to speak to you there. 
43 I will meet there with the sons of Israel, and it shall be consecrated by My glory. 
44 I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will also consecrate Aaron and his sons to minister as priests to Me. 
45 I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. 
46 They shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the 
LORD their God. 
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