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The Foundation of the Second Temple is Laid (May 536 BC) 
Ezra 3:8–13 

8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that were come 
out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward the work of the 
house of the LORD. 
9 Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the workmen 
in the house of God: the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the Levites. 
10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 
11 And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever 
toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of 
the LORD was laid. 
12 But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: 
13 So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the people 
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 

 
 

Restore Us, O Lord (c. May 536 BC) 
Psalm 126 

A Song of degrees. 
1 When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done 
great things for them. 
3 The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad. 
4 Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. 
5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

 
 

Temple Construction Halted by Local Enemies (536–520 BC) 
Ezra 4:1–5, 24 

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the LORD God of 
Israel; 
2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with you: for we seek your God, as 
ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assur, which brought us up hither. 
3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build 
an house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto the LORD God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath 
commanded us. 
4 Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building, 
5 And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius 
king of Persia. 
24 Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of 
Persia. 

 
 

Temple Construction Restarted Through Preaching of Haggai and Zechariah (520 BC) 
Ezra 5:1 

1 Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them. 

 
 

Haggai’s Prophecy to the Remnant—Living Large While God’s House Lies in Ruins (August 29, 520 BC) 
Haggai 1:1–13 

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the 
prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, 
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2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built. 
3 Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, 
4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? 
5 Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but 
there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes. 
7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. 
8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD. 
9 Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. 
Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. 
10 Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. 
11 And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, 
and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands. 
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed 
the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear 
before the LORD. 
13 Then spake Haggai the LORD’s messenger in the LORD’s message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD. 

 
 

Work Begins Again on the Temple (September 21, 520 BC) 
Haggai 1:14–15 Ezra 5:2 

14 And the LORD stirred up 
the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, 
and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; 
and they came 
and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 
 
15 In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, 
in the second year of Darius the king. 

2 Then rose up 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
 
and began 
to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of God helping them. 

 
 

Tattenai Questions the Remnant’s Authority to Rebuild the Temple (c. October 520 BC) 
Ezra 5:3–17 

3 At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and Shetharboznai, and their companions, and said thus 
unto them, Who hath commanded you to build this house, and to make up this wall? 
4 Then said we unto them after this manner, What are the names of the men that make this building? 
5 But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the matter came to Darius: 
and then they returned answer by letter concerning this matter. 
6 The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and Shetharboznai, and his companions the Apharsachites, which 
were on this side the river, sent unto Darius the king: 
7 They sent a letter unto him, wherein was written thus; Unto Darius the king, all peace. 
8 Be it known unto the king, that we went into the province of Judea, to the house of the great God, which is builded with great 
stones, and timber is laid in the walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth in their hands. 
9 Then asked we those elders, and said unto them thus, Who commanded you to build this house, and to make up these walls? 
10 We asked their names also, to certify thee, that we might write the names of the men that were the chief of them. 
11 And thus they returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and build the house that was 
builded these many years ago, which a great king of Israel builded and set up. 
12 But after that our fathers had provoked the God of heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house, and carried the people away into Babylon. 
13 But in the first year of Cyrus the king of Babylon the same king Cyrus made a decree to build this house of God. 
14 And the vessels also of gold and silver of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem, 
and brought them into the temple of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the temple of Babylon, and they were delivered 
unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; 
15 And said unto him, Take these vessels, go, carry them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be builded in 
his place. 
16 Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the house of God which is in Jerusalem: and since that time even 
until now hath it been in building, and yet it is not finished. 
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17 Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there be search made in the king’s treasure house, which is there at Babylon, 
whether it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure 
to us concerning this matter. 

 
 

Haggai’s Prophecy to the Remnant—Don’t Be Discouraged (October 17, 520 BC) 
Haggai 2:1–9 

1 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet Haggai, saying, 
2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the 
residue of the people, saying, 
3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as 
nothing? 
4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye 
people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts: 
5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. 
6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry 
land; [Heb 12:26] 
7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. 
8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 
9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith 
the LORD of hosts. 

 
 

Zechariah’s Prophecy to the Remnant—Don’t Be Like Your Ancestors (c. October 27, 520 BC) 
Zechariah 1:1–6 

1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo 
the prophet, saying, 
2 The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. 
3 Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith 
the LORD of hosts. 
4 Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your 
evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. 
5 Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 
6 But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they 
returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he 
dealt with us. 

 
 

Haggai’s Prophecy to the Remnant—Sin’s Corrupting Influence (December 18, 520 BC) 
Haggai 2:10–19 

10 In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, 
saying, 
11 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying, 
12 If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it 
be holy? And the priests answered and said, No. 
13 Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, 
It shall be unclean. 
14 Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every work of their 
hands; and that which they offer there is unclean. 
15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: 
16 Since those days were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one came to the pressfat for to 
draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but twenty. 
17 I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned not to me, saith the LORD. 
18 Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the day that the 
foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider it. 
19 Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: 
from this day will I bless you. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%2012:26&version=KJV
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Haggai’s Prophecy to Zerubbabel—A Message of Encouragement (December 18, 520 BC) 
Haggai 2:20–23 

20 And again the word of the LORD came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying, 
21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; [Heb 12:26] 
22 And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will overthrow 
the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother. 
23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make 
thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 
 

Darius Sends His Approval for the Temple to be Rebuilt (c. January 519 BC) 
Ezra 6:1–14a 

Discovery of Cyrus’ Edict 
1 Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls, where the treasures were laid up in Babylon. 
2 And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein was a record thus written: 
3 In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house 
be builded, the place where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits; 
4 With three rows of great stones, and a row of new timber: and let the expenses be given out of the king’s house: 
5 And also let the golden and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the temple which is at 
Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every one to his place, 
and place them in the house of God. 
 
Darius’ Order to Tattenai 
6 Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shetharboznai, and your companions the Apharsachites, which are beyond the 
river, be ye far from thence: 
7 Let the work of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of God in his 
place. 
8 Moreover I make a decree what ye shall do to the elders of these Jews for the building of this house of God: that of the king’s 
goods, even of the tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given unto these men, that they be not hindered. 
9 And that which they have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, 
salt, wine, and oil, according to the appointment of the priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail: 
10 That they may offer sacrifices of sweet savors unto the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king, and of his sons. 
11 Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and being set up, let 
him be hanged thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. 
12 And the God that hath caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings and people, that shall put to their hand to alter and to 
destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree; let it be done with speed. 
 
Tattenai Immediately Obeys 
13 Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, Shetharboznai, and their companions, according to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily. 
14a And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo. 

 
Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.  
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