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Zedekiah Rebels Against Nebuchadnezzar (c. 590 BC) 
2 Kings 24:20 Jeremiah 52:3 2 Chronicles 36:13–16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 For through the anger of the LORD it 
came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until 
he had cast them out from his presence, 
that Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 For through the anger of the LORD 

it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till 
he had cast them out from his presence, 
that Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon. 

13b but he [Zedekiah] stiffened his neck, 
and hardened his heart from turning unto 
the LORD God of Israel. 
14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, 
and the people, transgressed very much 
after all the abominations of the heathen; 
and polluted the house of the LORD which 
he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 
15 And the LORD God of their fathers sent 
to them by his messengers, rising up 
betimes, and sending; because he had 
compassion on his people, and on his 
dwelling place: 
16 But they mocked the messengers of 
God, and despised his words, 
and misused his prophets, 
until the wrath of the LORD 

arose against his people, till 
there was no remedy. 
13a And he also rebelled against 
king Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had made him swear by God: 

 
 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Third and Final Siege of Jerusalem (January 27, 589 BC) 
2 Kings 25:1 Jeremiah 39:1 Jeremiah 52:4 2 Chronicles 36:17a 

 
 
1 And it came to pass 
in the ninth year 
of his reign, 
in the tenth month, 
in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came, 
he, and all his host, 
against Jerusalem, 
and pitched against it; 
and they built forts against it 
round about. 

 
 
 
1 In the ninth year 
of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
in the tenth month, 
 
came Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon 
and all his army 
against Jerusalem, 
and they besieged it. 

 
 
4 And it came to pass 
in the ninth year 
of his reign, 
in the tenth month, 
in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came, 
he and all his army, 
against Jerusalem, 
and pitched against it, 
and built forts against it 
round about. 

17a Therefore he [God] 
brought upon them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the king of the Chaldees, 

 
 

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Jerusalem’s Final Judgment (January 27, 589 BC) 
Ezekiel 24 

The Boiling Pot 
1 Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
2 Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same 
day. 
3 And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour 
water into it: 
4 Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones. 
5 Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein. 
6 Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of 
it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall upon it. 
7 For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; 
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8 That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; I have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered. 
9 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe to the bloody city! I will even make the pile for fire great. 
10 Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let the bones be burned. 
11 Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be 
molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed. 
12 She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum shall be in the fire. 
13 In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness 
any more, till I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. 
14 I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent; 
according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord GOD. 
 
The Death of Ezekiel’s Wife 
15 Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
16 Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither 
shall thy tears run down. 
17 Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and 
cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. 
18 So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded. 
19 And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that thou doest so? 
20 Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
21 Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the 
desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 
22 And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 
23 And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for 
your iniquities, and mourn one toward another. 
24 Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the 
Lord GOD. 
 
A Fugitive Will Bring News of Jerusalem’s Fall to Ezekiel (fulfilled in Ezekiel 33:21) 
25 Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their 
eyes, and that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters, 
26 That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears? 
27 In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a 
sign unto them; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

 
 

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Concerning the Nations Around Judah (January 27, 589 BC) 
Ezekiel 25 

Ammon 
1 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 
2 Son of man, set thy face against the Ammonites, and prophesy against them; 
3 And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou saidst, Aha, against my 
sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they 
went into captivity; 
4 Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and make their 
dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. 
5 And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couchingplace for flocks: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 
6 For thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy 
despite against the land of Israel; 
7 Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and I will cut thee off 
from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of the countries: I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. 
 
Moab 
8 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Moab and Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen; 
9 Therefore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the country, 
Bethjeshimoth, Baalmeon, and Kiriathaim, 
10 Unto the men of the east with the Ammonites, and will give them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be remembered 
among the nations. 
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11 And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 
 
Edom 
12 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly 
offended, and revenged himself upon them; 
13 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and I will 
make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword. 
14 And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger and 
according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord GOD. 
 
Philistia 
15 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to 
destroy it for the old hatred; 
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I will cut off the Cherethims, and 
destroy the remnant of the sea coast. 
17 And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my 
vengeance upon them. 

 
 

Zedekiah Asks Jeremiah for Help (c. February 589 BC) 
Jeremiah 21 

Jeremiah’s Answer to Zedekiah 
1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah 
the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, 
2 Enquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the LORD will deal 
with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us. 
3 Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah: 
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against 
the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into the midst of this 
city. 
5 And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath. 
6 And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence. 
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city 
from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare 
them, neither have pity, nor have mercy. 
8 And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death. 
9 He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to 
the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey. 
10 For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 
 
Warning to the House of David 
11 And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD; 
12 O house of David, thus saith the LORD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 
 
Warning to a Complacent City 
13 Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LORD; which say, Who shall come down 
against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? 
14 But I will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall 
devour all things round about it. 
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Nebuchadnezzar Leaves Jerusalem to Deal with Pharaoh Hophra [Egypt] (589 BC) 
Jeremiah 37:4–5 

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison. 
5 Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they 
departed from Jerusalem. 

 
 

Hophra’s Intervention Gives Zedekiah False Hope (589 BC) 
Jeremiah 37:3, 6–10 

3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, 
saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us. 
6 Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 
7 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of me; Behold, 
Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. 
8 And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire. 
9 Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart. 
10 For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among 
them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire. 

 
Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain. 


