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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—The Broken Covenant (c. Nisan [April] 622 BC)
Jeremiah 11-12

The Broken Covenant

11:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

3 And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant,

4 Which | commanded your fathers in the day that | brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey
my voice, and do them, according to all which | command you: so shall ye be my people, and | will be your God:

5 That | may perform the oath which | have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this
day. Then answered |, and said, So be it, O LoRD.

6 Then the LoRrD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the
words of this covenant, and do them.

7 For | earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that | brought them up out of the land of Egypt, even unto this day, rising
early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice.

8 Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart: therefore | will bring upon
them all the words of this covenant, which | commanded them to do; but they did them not.

Inescapable Punishment of the Covenant Breakers

9 And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10 They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they went after other gods to
serve them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant which | made with their fathers.

11 Therefore thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able to escape; and though they shall
cry unto me, | will not hearken unto them.

12 Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall
not save them at all in the time of their trouble.

13 For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have
ye set up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal.

Jeremiah Forbidden to Pray for the People

14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for | will not hear them in the time that they cry
unto me for their trouble.

15 What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy flesh is passed from
thee? when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest.

16 The LoRD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it,
and the branches of it are broken.

17 For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of
Judah, which they have done against themselves to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal.

A Plot against Jeremiah’s Life

18 And the LorD hath given me knowledge of it, and | know it: then thou shewedst me their doings.

19 But | was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and | knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying,
Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be no more
remembered.

20 But, O Lorp of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee
have | revealed my cause.

God’s Assurance of Punishment of the Conspirators

21 Therefore thus saith the LORD of the men of Anathoth, that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy not in the name of the LoRD, that thou
die not by our hand:

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, | will punish them: the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their
daughters shall die by famine:

23 And there shall be no remnant of them: for | will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even the year of their visitation.

Jeremiah’s Question about the Prosperity of the Wicked

12:1 Righteous art thou, O LoRD, when | plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the
wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously?

2 Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far
from their reins.
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3 But thou, O LoORD, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,

and prepare them for the day of slaughter.

4 How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are
consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our last end.

God’s Answer

5 If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?

6 For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; yea, they have called a
multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee.

God’s Rejection of His Inheritance

7 | have forsaken mine house, | have left mine heritage; | have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies.
8 Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it crieth out against me: therefore have | hated it.
9 Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field,

come to devour.

10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a

desolate wilderness.

11 They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it

to heart.

12 The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wilderness: for the sword of the LorD shall devour from the one end of the

land even to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have peace.

13 They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and they shall be ashamed of

your revenues because of the fierce anger of the LORD.

A Conditional Promise for Israel’s Neighbors

14 Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbors, that touch the inheritance which | have caused my people Israel to inherit;
Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the house of Judah from among them.
15 And it shall come to pass, after that | have plucked them out | will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring them

again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land.

16 And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, The LORD liveth; as they taught
my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people.
17 But if they will not obey, | will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD.

2 Kings 23:1-3
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2 Chronicles 34:29-32

1 And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of
Judah and of Jerusalem.

2 And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the
men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him,

and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small
and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of
the covenant which was found in the house of the LoRD.

3 And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments
and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and

all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were
written in this book.

And

all the people stood to the covenant.

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of
Judah and Jerusalem.

30 And the king went up into the house of the LorD, and all the
men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

and the priests, and the Levites, and all the people, great and
small: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the
covenant that was found in the house of the LoRD.

31 And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments
and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with
all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are
written in this book.

32 And he caused

all that were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it.
And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant
of God, the God of their fathers.
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2 Kings 23:21-23
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2 Chronicles 35:1-19

21 And the king commanded all the people, saying,
Keep the passover unto the LORD your God,
as it is written in the book of this covenant.

1 Moreover Josiah
kept a passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem:

and they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month.

2 And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them
to the service of the house of the LORD,

3 And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were
holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon
the son of David king of Israel did build; it shall not be a burden
upon your shoulders: serve now the LORD your God, and his
people Israel,

4 And prepare yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after
your courses, according to the writing of David king of Israel,
and according to the writing of Solomon his son.

5 And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of the
families of the fathers of your brethren the people, and after the
division of the families of the Levites.

6 So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your
brethren, that they may do according to the word of the LORD by
the hand of Moses.

7 And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all
for the passover offerings, for all that were present, to the
number of thirty thousand, and three thousand bullocks: these
were of the king’s substance.

8 And his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the priests,
and to the Levites: Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the
house of God, gave unto the priests for the passover offerings
two thousand and six hundred small cattle, and three hundred
oxen.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his brethren, and
Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave unto
the Levites for passover offerings five thousand small cattle, and
five hundred oxen.

10 So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their
place, and the Levites in their courses, according to the king’s
commandment.

11 And they killed the passover, and the priests sprinkled the
blood from their hands, and the Levites flayed them.

12 And they removed the burnt offerings, that they might give
according to the divisions of the families of the people, to offer
unto the LORD, as it is written in the book of Moses. And so did
they with the oxen.

13 And they roasted the passover with fire according to the
ordinance: but the other holy offerings sod they in pots, and in
caldrons, and in pans, and divided them speedily among all the
people.

14 And afterward they made ready for themselves, and for the
priests: because the priests the sons of Aaron were busied in
offering of burnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore the
Levites prepared for themselves, and for the priests the sons of
Aaron.

15 And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place,
according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and
Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and the porters waited at
every gate; they might not depart from their service; for their
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22 Surely there was not holden such a passover
from the days of the judges that judged Israel,
nor in all the days of the kings of Israel,

nor of the kings of Judah;

23 But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah,
wherein this passover was holden to the LORD in Jerusalem.

brethren the Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to
keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of
the LORD, according to the commandment of king Josiah.

17 And the children of Israel that were present kept the
passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven
days.

18 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel

from the days of Samuel the prophet;

neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah
kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel
that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah

was this passover kept.

2 Kings 23:24-27

ad Appeared

2 Chronicles 34:33

24 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards,
and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations

that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem,

did Josiah put away,

that he might perform the words of the law which were written
in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the
LORD.

25 And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned
to the LorD with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all
his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him
arose there any like him.

26 Notwithstanding the LoRrD turned not from the fierceness of
his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah,
because of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked
him withal.

27 And the LORD said, | will remove Judah also out of my sight, as
I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which
I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be
there.

33 And Josiah took away
all the abominations
out of all the countries that pertained to the children of Israel,

and made all that were present in Israel to serve,
even to serve the LORD their God.

And all his days they departed not from following the LoRD, the
God of their fathers.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.




