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The Death of Uzziah [Judah] (740t BC) 
2 Kings 15:6–7 2 Chronicles 26:22–23 

6 And the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 
7 So Azariah slept with his fathers; and they buried him with his 
fathers in the city of David: 
 
and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, 
did Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, write. 
23 So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his 
fathers in the field of the burial which belonged to the kings; 
for they said, He is a leper: 
and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

 
 

Isaiah’s Prophecy to Judah—A Vision of Yahweh (740t BC) 
Isaiah 6 

A Vision of the Holy King 
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. 
3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 
 
The Prophet’s Purification 
5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 
6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 
7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 
 
A Hardening Message for a Calloused Audience 
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 
9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. [Matt 13:13–15; John 12:39–41] 
 
Hope in the Midst of Destruction 
11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and 
the land be utterly desolate, 
12 And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 
13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when 
they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof. 

 
 

Jotham, Uzziah’s Son, Begins Sole Reign of Judah (740t BC) 
2 Kings 15:34–35a 2 Chronicles 27:2 

34 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD: 
he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done. 
 
35a Howbeit the high places were not removed: 
the people sacrificed and burned incense still in the high places. 

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
according to all that his father Uzziah did: 
howbeit he entered not into the temple of the LORD. 
 
And the people did yet corruptly. 

 
 

Micah’s Prophecy to Judah—Judgment of Israel and Judah (c. 740–723 BC) 
Micah 1–2 

Title 
1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he 
saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 
 
The Divine Warrior Comes to Judge Samaria and Israel 
2 Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the Lord from his holy 
temple. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2013:13-15;%20John%2012:39-41&version=KJV
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3 For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth. 
4 And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are 
poured down a steep place. 
5 For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not 
Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 
6 Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into 
the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof. 
7 And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols 
thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot. 
 
Micah Laments the Coming Invasion of Judah 
8 Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the owls. 
9 For her wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem. 
10 Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust. 
11 Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of 
Bethezel; he shall receive of you his standing. 
12 For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good: but evil came down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem. 
13 O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the 
transgressions of Israel were found in thee. 
14 Therefore shalt thou give presents to Moreshethgath: the houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel. 
15 Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel. 
16 Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from 
thee. 
 
Woe to Wealthy and Oppressive Land-grabbers 
2:1 Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practice it, because it is in the 
power of their hand. 
2 And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a 
man and his heritage. 
3 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither 
shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil. 
4 In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say, We be utterly spoiled: he hath 
changed the portion of my people: how hath he removed it from me! turning away he hath divided our fields. 
5 Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the LORD. 
 
The Wealthy Wicked and Their False Prophets versus Micah and His God 
6 Prophesy ye not, say they to them that prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame. 
7 O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the spirit of the LORD straitened? are these his doings? do not my words do good to 
him that walketh uprightly? 
8 Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye pull off the robe with the garment from them that pass by securely as men 
averse from war. 
9 The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses; from their children have ye taken away my glory for ever. 
10 Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction. 
11 If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be 
the prophet of this people. 
 
The Restoration of a Remnant 
12 I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of 
Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 
13 The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their 
king shall pass before them, and the LORD on the head of them. 

 
 

Jotham [Judah] Obeys God and Prospers (c. 738t BC) 
2 Kings 15:35b 2 Chronicles 27:3–6 

35b He built the higher gate of the house of the LORD. 3 He built the high gate of the house of the LORD, 
and on the wall of Ophel he built much. 
4 Moreover he built cities in the mountains of Judah, and in the 
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forests he built castles and towers. 
5 He fought also with the king of the Ammonites, and prevailed 
against them. And the children of Ammon gave him the same 
year an hundred talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of 
wheat, and ten thousand of barley. So much did the children of 
Ammon pay unto him, both the second year, and the third. 
6 So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways 
before the LORD his God. 

 
 

Ahaz, Jotham’s Son, Begins Coregency With Jotham [Judah] (735n/735t BC) 
2 Kings 16:1–4 2 Chronicles 28:1–4 

1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah Ahaz the 
son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign. 
2 Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, 
and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, 
and did not that which was right in the sight of the LORD his God, 
like David his father. 
3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, 
 
 
yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, 
according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD 
cast out from before the children of Israel. 
4 And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places, 
and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

 
 
1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: 
but he did not that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
like David his father: 
2 For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, 
and made also molten images for Baalim. 
3 Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
and burnt his children in the fire, 
after the abominations of the heathen whom the LORD 

had cast out before the children of Israel. 
4 He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high places, 
and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Rezin [Syria] and Pekah [Israel] Attack Ahaz [Judah] (734 BC) 
2 Chronicles 28:5–15, 17–19 

Ahaz is Defeated in Battle by Pekah and Rezin 
5 Wherefore the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Syria; and they smote him, and carried away a great 
multitude of them captives, and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who 
smote him with a great slaughter. 
6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day, which were all valiant men; because 
they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers. 
7 And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king’s son, and Azrikam the governor of the house, and Elkanah that was 
next to the king. 
8 And the children of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two hundred thousand, women, sons, and daughters, and took 
also away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria. 
 
God, through Oded the Prophet, Forbids Israel to Enslave Judah 
9 But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded: and he went out before the host that came to Samaria, and said unto 
them, Behold, because the LORD God of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have slain 
them in a rage that reacheth up unto heaven. 
10 And now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen unto you: but are there 
not with you, even with you, sins against the LORD your God? 
11 Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have taken captive of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of the 
LORD is upon you. 
12 Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, and 
Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came from the war, 
13 And said unto them, Ye shall not bring in the captives hither: for whereas we have offended against the LORD already, ye intend to 
add more to our sins and to our trespass: for our trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel. 
14 So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and all the congregation. 
15 And the men which were expressed by name rose up, and took the captives, and with the spoil clothed all that were naked 
among them, and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of 
them upon asses, and brought them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their brethren: then they returned to Samaria. 
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Edom and Philistia Take Advantage of Judah’s Weakness and Attack 
17 For again the Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and carried away captives. 
18 The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the low country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken Bethshemesh, and Ajalon, 
and Gederoth, and Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages thereof, Gimzo also and the villages thereof: and 
they dwelt there. 
19 For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and transgressed sore against the LORD. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Rezin and Pekah Besiege Jerusalem (733 BC) 
2 Kings 16:5–6 Isaiah 7:1 

 
 
5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah 
king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: 
and they besieged Ahaz, 
but could not overcome him. 
6 At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, 
and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, 
and dwelt there unto this day. 

1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, 
the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, 
that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, 
king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, 
 
but could not prevail against it. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Isaiah Urges Ahaz to Trust God (733 BC) 
Isaiah 7:2–9 

2 And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his 
people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind. 
3 Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper 
pool in the highway of the fuller’s field; 
4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the 
fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 
5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee, saying, 
6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of 
Tabeal: 
7 Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass. 
8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be 
broken, that it be not a people. 
9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be 
established. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Ahaz [Judah] Asks Tiglath-Pileser III [Assyria] for Help (733 BC) 
2 Kings 16:7–8 2 Chronicles 28:16, 21 

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, 
saying, I am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save me out 
of the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king 
of Israel, which rise up against me. 
8 And Ahaz took the silver and gold 
that was found in the house of the LORD, 
and in the treasures of the king’s house, 
and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria. 

16 At that time did king Ahaz send unto the kings of Assyria 
to help him. 
 
 
21 For Ahaz took away a portion 
out of the house of the LORD, 
and out of the house of the king, and of the princes, 
and gave it unto the king of Assyria: 
but he helped him not. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Isaiah Gives Ahaz a Sign (733 BC) 
Isaiah 7:10–8:17 

The Sign of Immanuel 
7:10 Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 
11 Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. 
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12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD. 
13 And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? 
14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. [Matt 1:23] 
15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 
16 For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her 
kings. 
 
Judgment of the Land 
17 The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father’s house, days that have not come, from the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria. 
18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for 
the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 
19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon 
all bushes. 
20 In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, 
and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard. 
21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep; 
22 And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one 
eat that is left in the land. 
23 And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, it 
shall even be for briers and thorns. 
24 With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns. 
25 And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for 
the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle. 
 
Isaiah Predicts the Destruction of Syria and Israel 
8:1 Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man’s pen concerning Mahershalalhashbaz. 
2 And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. 
3 And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz. 
4 For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall 
be taken away before the king of Assyria. 
 
The Coming Assyrian Flood 
5 The LORD spake also unto me again, saying, 
6 Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son; 
7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all 
his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: 
8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings 
shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. 
9 Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye 
shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 
10 Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. 
 
Fear God, Not Human Armies 
11 For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying, 
12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 
13 Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 
14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and 
for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken. [cf. Rom 9:33; 1 Pet 2:8] 
16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 
17 And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%201:23&version=KJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%209:33;%201%20Pet%202:8&version=KJV
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Syro-Ephraimite War: Assyria Defeats Syria and Israel (732 BC) 
2 Kings 16:9; 15:29 1 Chronicles 5:26 2 Chronicles 28:20 

 
16:9 And the king of Assyria hearkened 
unto him: for the king of Assyria went up 
against Damascus, and took it, and carried 
the people of it captive to Kir, and slew 
Rezin. 
15:29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel 
came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, 
and took Ijon, and Abelbethmaachah, 
and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, 
and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of 
Naphtali, 
and carried them captive to Assyria. 

26 And the God of Israel stirred up the 
spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and 
 
 
 
 
 
the spirit of Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria, 
 
 
 
 
and he carried them away, even the 
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, and brought them 
unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to 
the river Gozan, unto this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 And Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
came unto him, and distressed him, but 
strengthened him not. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Pekah [Israel] is Assassinated by Hoshea (732n BC) 
2 Kings 15:30–31 

30 And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, and reigned in 
his stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah. 
31 And the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

 
 

Syro-Ephraimite War: Hoshea Assumes the Throne of Israel (732n BC) 
2 Kings 17:1–2 

1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. 
2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, but not as the kings of Israel that were before him. 

 
Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.  
 
 
Chronological Notes 
 
1) Micah. 
 

A) The first verse of Micah dates his prophecies to the reigns of “Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, the kings of Judah” (Mic 1:1). The 
dates for these kings’ reigns are as follows: 

 
(1) Jotham (751t–736t). [coregent in 751t, sole reign in 740t, Ahaz coregent in 736t, death in 732t]. 
(2) Ahaz (732t–716t). 
(3) Hezekiah (716t–687t). 

 
B) I will be following J. T. Willis’ division of Micah into three sections: 1–2, 3–5 and 6–7.1 Since the destruction of Samaria is 

foretold in Micah 1:2–7, I have chosen to date this oracle to c. 740–723. Micah 3:12 is dated to the reign of Hezekiah (cf. Jer 
26:18) and so I have dated the remaining two oracles (3–5, 6–7) to the time when Hezekiah was coregent with Ahaz (c. 
720–715).2 

                                                 
1 Bruce K. Waltke, “Micah,” TOCT, 157. Note that Waltke endorses Willis’ approach to the structure of Micah. 
 

2 Hezekiah was coregent with his father Ahaz from 729t/728n to 715. For more details on this coregency, see Rodger C. Young, 
“When Was Samaria Captured? The Need for Precision in Biblical Chronologies,” JETS 47.4 (Dec 2004): 577–95. 


