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September Questions 
 
 
1) [September 1] God concluded Lamentations by telling the people why their judgment had been so 

horrible: “The guilt of my people is greater than that of ________ , where utter disaster struck in a 
moment and no hand offered help” (Lam 4:6 NLT). The destruction of Sodom had been _________ ; 
the destruction of Jerusalem was ________ and full of horrible _____________ (mothers boiled and 
ate their own children). This was because their sin was _________ than Sodom. Indeed, they made 
Sodom look _____________ by comparison! (Ezek 16:48–51). Next, God told the people to bring 
their sorrow and grief to him in prayer: “Remember, O Lord, what has befallen us; _______ , and see 
our disgrace!” (Lam 5:1). They must bear their punishment without complaint, but it was 
appropriate for them to lay their suffering at God’s feet and beg for _________ (Lam 5:16). Lastly, 
God urged them to ask for restoration: “Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored! 
_________ our days as of old” (Lam 5:21). This was an appeal for God to bring them back into 
covenant faithfulness and love, for true restoration is found only in a loving, obedient 
________________ with God. Thus Lamentations ends with a call to find ___________ in the one, 
true God. 

 
2) [September 2] Instead of being sad at the devastation the Babylonians had wreaked on Jerusalem, 

the Tyrians chortled with ________ (Ezek 26:2). At the time, Tyre controlled the _______ trade 
routes, while Judah controlled the ________ trade routes. Controlling trade routes enabled a nation 
to impose _________ and obtain __________ . Now that Jerusalem was destroyed, the Tyrians 
could seize control of this important income. God’s reaction shows us that it’s not a smart idea to 
_________ at the judgment He brings on His own people! (cf. Prov 24:17–18; Obad 1:12). God said 
to Tyre: “Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against you, as the sea 
brings up its ________ ” (Ezek 26:3–5). The first wave of judgment brought __________________ 
and the Babylonians (Ezek 26:7–11). He besieged Tyre for 13 years, and when he was done, the 
mainland city lay in ruins. The second wave of judgment brought the ___________ , who subjugated 
the Tyrians around 525 BC. The third wave of judgment brought the mighty king of _________ , 
Alexander the Great (Ezek 26:12–14). He marched against Tyre in 332 BC, some _______ years after 
Ezekiel’s prophecy. Alexander destroyed the mainland city and used the debris to construct a 
____________ across the water to the island stronghold. This fulfilled God’s word that Tyre’s 
enemies would “throw your stones and your timbers and your debris into the ________ ” (Ezek 
26:12). The description of Tyre’s demise is one of the most detailed in Scripture, and its fulfillment is 
____________ for the truth of God’s word. Today the island stronghold of Tyre is still a pile of 
rubble, a testament to God’s judgment on sin! 

 
3) [September 3] Jeremiah ended up living out the remainder of his life in the land of ________ . 

Gedaliah wouldn’t listen to Johanan’s warning and it cost him his _______ . Johanan wouldn’t listen 
to Jeremiah’s warning and it cost the remnant their ___________ . The people claimed they would 
do whatever God told Jeremiah, but the minute he told them, they accused him of ________ . The 
people declared God to be “the LORD our God,” but as soon as they settled in Egypt, they began to 
worship the Egyptian _______ ! What can be learned from such a tragic tale? It teaches us to take 
the warnings of others ____________ . It teaches us that what may seem like the smart thing to do 
is actually a recipe for ___________ . It teaches us to think long and hard before we follow the 
________ . It teaches us that the safest decision we can make is to ________ God’s will. It teaches 
us that living for God is always better than living for ____________ . It teaches us to submit when 
God’s word conflicts with what we _______ . Have we ever sought God’s guidance when what we 
really wanted was His approval of _______ will? There’s no point in asking, “Where should we go, 
Lord?” if we’re already halfway down the road to Egypt!  
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4) [September 4] Six months later, news of Jerusalem’s destruction finally reached Ezekiel and the 

exiles. In response, Ezekiel proclaimed God’s word concerning five groups of people: 

 

• Jews left in Judah and Israel. We cannot claim God’s promises while we’re ______________ 
His commands. 

• Exiles in Babylon. We should ___________ those who speak God’s word lest we ignore their 
message to our own destruction. 

• Leaders and rulers of Judah. We will be held _______________ for how we lead those under 
our authority. 

• Edom. We should not take ___________ in the misfortune of others, especially those who 
have a right to expect our compassion and support. 

• The house of Israel. Christ’s Kingdom will surely come to pass. We can ________ God and be 
a part of it, or we can __________ God and be cast aside. The choice is up to us. 

 
5) [September 5] Ezekiel’s famous “Gog and ________ ” prophecy (Ezek 38–39). The people of Judah 

had lost their ________ , their city and their _________ , and they had been __________ to the land 
of their conquerors. Why give them a vision of another invasion? Because in the future, the nations 
who gathered together to conquer them would be ____________ . Why? Because in that day, Israel 
would be living in _____________ to God. This taught the people that their true ____________ lay 
in their commitment and loyalty to God, and it teaches us the same lesson. When we __________ 
God with our whole heart, we can rest securely in his love. God said, “Though I say to the righteous 
that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, ________ of his 
righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall ______ ” (Ezek 
33:13). This is a sobering reminder that saving faith is not the _______ of a moment but the 
____________ of a lifetime. We must have a present, __________ faith! 

 
6) [September 6] In the twenty-fifth year of the exile of Jehoiachin, God showed Ezekiel the Millennial 

_________ . An angel took him on a guided ________ of the complex, carefully measuring each 
section so he could remember and “___________ it to the house of Israel” (Ezek 40:4). Why? (see 
Ezekiel 43:7–10). God wanted this vision to ___________ the people’s hearts and make them 
___________ of their wickedness. This vision also teaches us that God cannot dwell in a place that is 
___________ by idolatry and sin. In the same way that persistent, unrepentant wickedness caused 
God to leave the temple (1 Kgs 9:3), such rebellion will cause God to leave the _________ of a 
person who will not remain loyal and obedient (1 Kgs 9:6–9). This revelation of the future should 
________ our hearts with desire. It should motivate us to __________ temptation and _________ to 
God in love, for who wouldn’t want to be a part of what God has in store! 

 
7) [September 7] God’s return to a temple on this present earth will mean a return of the laws and 

statutes which maintain the ____________ of the temple. God wanted Ezekiel to emphasize the 
sanctity of the Millennial temple so that the exiles would be _____________ for how they had 
defiled Solomon’s temple with their “abominations” (Ezek 44:6). This reminds us that God is a 
________ God. We must be vigilant to ____________ the holiness of our hearts where his Spirit 
dwells. The fact that Christ’s coming kingdom will have laws teaches us that laws are not a source of 
___________ or repression. Rather, they are intended to _________ our behavior and show us how 
to __________ God. God’s return also means the institution of a _______________ system that will 
be similar to the Levitical sacrifices of the First Covenant. This in no way implies that the once-for-all 
sacrifice of Jesus is no longer efficacious, nor does it mean that blood sacrifices will now “make 
perfect those who draw near” (Heb 10:1). Rather, these sacrifices will look back on and 
_______________ Christ’s sacrifice in the same way the sacrifices of the First Covenant looked 
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forward to and anticipated the “offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb 10:10). The 
past sins of the Levites had ________________ that reached into the Millennium: they were not 
allowed to enter the inner court, serve as priests to God, or have any contact with the sacred 
offerings (Ezek 44:9–14). This shows us that with great privilege comes great __________________ 
(Num 18:23), and while there is _______________ for failure, certain privileges may be _______ . In 
the same way, past obedience will be richly ____________ in the future: the Zadokite Levites were 
given the privilege of serving God ____________ (Ezek 44:15–16). This teaches us that what we do 
now, in the present, can affect our role and place of service in the future! 

 
8) [September 8] In the Millennium, life-giving _________ will come from beneath the temple: half will 

flow ________ to the Mediterranean Sea, and half will flow ________ to the Jordan valley and the 
Dead Sea (Zech 14:8). The Dead Sea, which today is a symbol of barrenness and death, will be filled 
with fresh water and will teem with _______ . This is a beautiful picture of the life and healing that 
comes from God’s presence. God is the God of _______ —the source of all blessing and health! 
Ezekiel’s vision ends with the giving of Israel’s national ______________ and the allotment of the 
land to the tribes. Note that Israel will dwell in the land, but it will not be for them alone. Any 
____________ who settle among the tribes will inherit portions of land just like the natives (Ezek 
47:21–23). This shows God’s desire to incorporate “____________ ” and “sojourners” into the 
nation of Israel (cf. Lev 19:34). What a compelling picture of the unity between Jews and Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ! In Him, we’re ____________ of Abraham and  spiritual ________ (cf. Rom 9–
11)! The book of Ezekiel ends with the words, “And the name of [Jerusalem] from that time on shall 
be, The ________ Is There (Yahweh-Sammah)” (Ezek 48:35b). This means that one day God will 
dwell with his people __________ . Never again will they be separated from him because of sin. 
How wonderful to serve a God who _______________ with his people! We need to ask ourselves: 
are we living in consistent _____________ to God’s will? Can it be said of our lives, “The LORD Is 
There”? If there’s anything the book of Ezekiel teaches us, it’s that ______________ will drive away 
the presence and glory of God. 

 
9) [September 9] Toward the end of his life, God gave Nebuchadnezzar a _________ which warned him 

to turn from his sin and _________ (Dan 4:27). At first, Nebuchadnezzar seemed to obey God’s 
command, but a ________ later, he looked out over the city of Babylon and took credit for its 
greatness. In that moment, God struck him with __________ , and he lived like a beast until the 
period of time was over. Then his reason returned and his kingdom with it, and he glorified God as 
the one true God. His last words are an important lesson to us: “He is able to __________ those who 
walk in pride” (Dan 4:37). Far better to humble ourselves and submit to God’s will, than exalt 
ourselves and be ________ to the ground (Ps 147:6). Jehoiachin was released after ______ years in 
prison! Just when we had all but forgotten him, God remembered and gave him ________ . What 
wonderful grace! Even in the midst of judgment, God is willing to forgive and ___________ those 
who humble themselves in repentance. 

 
10) [September 10] The fall of Babylon and the rise of Medo-Persia. The Persian army advanced against 

Babylon, and the commander, _________ , besieged the city. Yet Belshazzar, the grandson of 
Nebuchadnezzar, was not concerned. To show his confidence in the city’s defenses, Belshazzar held 
a great _________ for his nobles. In his insolence, he called for the gold and silver vessels from 
God’s __________ and drank wine from them while praising the gods of Babylon. Then the fingers 
of a hand appeared and wrote on the wall, and Daniel was brought before the king. Daniel 
___________ Belshazzar, but he wouldn’t repent (cf. Dan 5:18–23). That very night Belshazzar was 
killed, and the Babylonian empire fell to Darius the _______ . This teaches us the folly of 
_____________ the godly example of our parents. God took care of Daniel during the transition of 
empires, and he distinguished himself among the rulers and leaders because of his “_____________ 
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spirit” (Dan 6:3). Darius was so impressed that he planned to appoint Daniel over the entire empire. 
This led to jealousy from the other officials and satraps, and they conspired to kill Daniel (Dan 6:3). 
This teaches us that __________ come to even the most godly of men (cf. Ezek 14:14). Yet God is 
faithful. If we trust and obey, God will watch over us and deliver us from the enemy. 

 
11) [September 11] Part 1 of the genealogical records of Israel. These records played an important role 

in the next great event in Israel’s history—the __________ of the Jews to Jerusalem after their long 
exile in Babylon. The genealogical records kept track of which people belonged to which ________ . 
This had great significance because God allotted the land on the basis of tribal descent. The records 
also showed which people were eligible for service in the _____________ . Both Ezra and Nehemiah 
record that some of the returning “sons of the priests” were excluded from the priesthood as 
___________ because they could not be found among those enrolled in the genealogies (Ezra 2:61–
63; Neh 7:63–65). The time and effort God required for maintaining accurate genealogical records 
teaches us that God cares about His ___________ . God swore to give the land to the sons of Jacob, 
and He always keeps His word. This encourages us to put our _________ in Him and rest in His 
leadership. Israel’s genealogies begin with Adam. This reminds us of our connection with the two 
Adams of history. We have a ____________ union with the first Adam, and because of his sin, we 
were born separated from God and bent on having our own way (Rom 5:12; Isa 53:6). But now, 
through the precious blood of the Lamb, we have a _____________ union with the second Adam, 
Jesus Christ! (1 Cor 15:45). As Paul told the Corinthians, “For as in Adam all ______ , so also in Christ 
shall all be made ________ ” (1 Cor 15:22). 

 
12) [September 12] Part 2 of the genealogical records of Israel. Among the descendants of Judah, one 

individual stands out: Jabez (1 Chr 4:9–10). Jabez recognized this truth: “__________ your work to 
the LORD, and your plans will be ______________ ” (Prov 16:3). His prayer reminds us that the key to 
personal success is to make _______ the center of our lives. It also shows us how important it is to 
stay close to God and rely on His _________ grace and provision (Matt 6:11–13). We cannot make it 
on our own—we have to have God’s help each and every day. If we will _________ God with all our 
heart and ________ Him in all our ways, He will make our paths ___________ ! (cf. Prov 3:5–6). 

 
13) [September 13] Part 3 of the genealogical records of Israel. _______ and ___________ were not 

included in the genealogical records of 1 Chronicles. The tribe of _______ refused to possess their 
inheritance, abandoned their land, and seized control of a peaceful city far to the north. They also 
created a rival ___________ , adopting Micah’s god as their own (Judg 17–18). The tribe of 
___________ did not distinguish itself throughout Israel’s history, and it received little mention after 
the time of the judges (cf. Isa 9:1). Tribes and nations who refuse to honor and serve God inevitably 
decline, first __________ , then territorially, and finally, ______________ (2 Kgs 10:31–32). The 
graveyard of history is filled with nations and empires which rose to prominence on the world stage, 
only to be destroyed because of _________ and moral ________ . This teaches us the importance of 
loving and obeying God, lest we fall into the same ________ which has overtaken so many others. 

 
14) [September 14] In the first year of Darius (aka _________ the Great), Daniel realized that the 

_______ -year exile in Babylon was drawing to a close (Jer 25:11–12; 29:10). This prompted him, not 
to celebrate, but to turn to God in _________ . He clothed himself with ____________ , put 
_________ in his hair and observed a _______ . He humbled himself and offered a confession of 
Israel’s sin, asking God for mercy, forgiveness and restoration. This passage teaches us several 
lessons. First, Daniel was thoroughly acquainted with the Scriptures. He was reading the prophecies 
of ___________ , and he was familiar with Solomon’s dedicatory prayer for the temple (1 Kgs 8:47) 
and the __________ against Israel in the law (Deut 29:18–29). Daniel ________ God’s Word, and we 
should as well. Second, rather than rejoicing at the thought of Judah’s restoration, Daniel 
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___________ himself in mourning for Judah’s sin. He recognized that the exile was the result of 
rebellion against God, and that Judah’s return would be robbed of its _____________ significance if 
the people didn’t reflect on and mourn for the wickedness which had destroyed Jerusalem in the 
first place. This teaches us to never __________ the sin for which God has forgiven us, for that 
memory will keep us from pride and future disobedience. Third, Daniel did not “name and ________ 
” God’s promise to restore Jerusalem, nor did he presume to “hold God to His word.” Instead, he 
humbly asked God to hear and forgive and act, not for Israel’s sake, but for the sake of His great 
________ (Dan 9:19). This teaches us to bring our requests before God in a spirit of humility and 
with an attitude that values His name and reputation above our own wants and desires. 

 
15) [September 15] The arrival of the exiles in Jerusalem. There were three different times the Jews 

were taken into captivity in Babylon: one in _______ BC (Daniel), one in _______ BC (Jehoiachin and 
Ezekiel), and one in _______ BC (Zedekiah). There were also three different returns by the Jews to 
their homeland of Judah: one in _______ BC (under Zerubbabel), one in _______ BC (under Ezra), 
and one in _______ BC (under Nehemiah). Under Zerubbabel, the __________ was rebuilt; under 
Ezra, the people were ___________ ; under Nehemiah, the _________ of Jerusalem were rebuilt. 
The return of the exiles fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy of ______ years of captivity. This can be seen 
in two ways: from the first deportation (604) to the laying of the temple’s foundation (536), and 
from the destruction of the temple (587) to the completion of the temple (515). In the first case, 604 
and 536 are included in the total; in the second, 587 and 515 are not included in the total. Ezra 
records that some of the people who returned were not able to _________ that they were Israelites. 
Also, some of the “sons of the priests” could not be found in the ancestral registration lists. Because 
of this, they were considered ___________ and ____________ from the priesthood until their status 
was decided with the Urim and Thummim (cf. 1 Sam 14:41). This shows how important the 
genealogies were in following God’s covenant law, and it teaches us that God is serious about the 
requirements he places on his people. The Christian life is not only about matters of the ________ ; 
it’s also about holiness in ________ and _______ .  

 
16) [September 16] While the exiles were working to rebuild the temple, Daniel remained in the now 

Persian empire, and once again, he was fasting and praying. Daniel’s prayer was heard the moment 
he first spoke to God, but it took ______ days for the answer to reach him. The angel God sent was 
resisted by “the prince of the kingdom of Persia,” a _________ who exercised some measure of 
control over the empire of Medo-Persia. This teaches us to _____________ in prayer and wait 
_____________ for God’s answer, for there are great forces at work that we know little about. 
Daniel 11 is the most ____________ prophecy in all Scripture. The vision begins with an overview of 
the remaining kings of _________ , continues with a brief summary of the empire of _____________ 
the Great, and then focuses on the struggle between _________ and _________ for dominance in 
the Middle East. The Ptolemies (“king of the ________ ”) and the Seleucids (“king of the ________ ”) 
vied with each other for political and military superiority, and Israel, which lay between the two 
great powers, was continually embroiled in that conflict. Various kings came and went until 
_____________ IV Epiphanes rose to power in Syria. He was the worst of the Syrian rulers, and he 
defiled the temple by setting up an idol inside the sanctuary: the “_______________ of desolation” 
(Dan 11:31). In this way, Antiochus was a type of the ______________ who is to come (Dan 11:36). 
This vision teaches us that the forces of evil will meet a final and inevitable defeat, and the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ will one day reign supreme.  

 
17) [September 17] The remnant experienced ______________ as they labored to rebuild the temple. It 

came from the ______________ who were brought to Israel by the Assyrians after the fall of the 
northern kingdom. They eventually intermarried with the Jews, and their descendants became the 
_____________ , a mixed breed both racially and religiously. When they approached Zerubbabel 
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and offered to help, he refused because they did not worship God ______________ . This teaches us 
not to partner with those who claim to be Christians, but whose lives reveal that they are not truly 
born again (1 Cor 5:9–13; 2 Cor 6:14–18). When Zerubbabel rejected their offer, the Assyrian 
immigrants turned against the remnant and ______________ them into stopping work on the 
temple. The Jews abandoned the project, and nothing was done for over ______ years. Then God 
sent __________ to preach to the remnant (Hag 1:9). This teaches us to put Christ’s Kingdom 
_________ and seek His glory before our own. If we do, God will bless us and prosper our work. 
Haggai’s message shook the people out of their complacency and fear, and work on the temple 
resumed. Opposition continued in the form of governor Tattenai, and _____________ joined Haggai 
in encouraging the people to stay the course. The people persevered, and a few months later, Darius 
issued a decree which commanded Tattenai to aid the remnant in their work. This teaches us that 
when we’re faithful to God and work hard to accomplish His will, He can turn hostility into _______ . 

 
18) [September 18] The eight night visions of Zechariah. The visions came five months to the day after 

work resumed on the temple, and God gave them to Zechariah so he could _____________ the 
people to persevere in their obedience. 
 

• Vision 1: God revealed that His angel was watching over them, and that He was 
“__________ ” for their peace and safety. God assured them that His temple would be 
rebuilt and that Jerusalem would again “____________ with prosperity.” 

• Vision 2: God revealed that He was raising up “four ____________ ” that would cast down 
the nations who had destroyed Judah. 

• Vision 3: God revealed that one day Jerusalem would be so filled with people that it would 
be like a ___________ without walls, and that He would be a “wall of ________ all around.” 

• Vision 4: God revealed that the LORD rebuked ________ , their accuser, and took away their 
iniquity. God promised that one day “my servant the _________ ” would come—Jesus, the 
Messiah. In that day they would enjoy both righteousness and prosperity under His rule. 

• Vision 5: God revealed that His Spirit was actively working to help them: “Not by ________ , 
nor by ________ , but by my Spirit” (Zech 4:6). God’s divine blessing was on Zerubbabel, and 
God would help the remnant complete their task (Zech 4:10). 

• Vision 6: God revealed that His _________ was being sent out to consume those who 
disobeyed the law. 

• Vision 7: God revealed that He would remove that wickedness to ___________ where it 
would one day be destroyed. 

• Vision 8: God revealed that His ____________ were out on patrol, watching over them in all 
directions. 

 
19) [September 19] Two years after Zechariah’s night visions, the people of __________ came to ask the 

priests and prophets whether the _________ to remember the destruction of Jerusalem should still 
be kept. Through Zechariah, God rebuked the ____________ which lay behind the question. Yes, 
they had fasted during the exile, but their fasts were times of ________________ , not genuine 
repentance and remorse (cf. Isa 58:1–8). They fasted for themselves just as they ___________ for 
themselves. It was an empty ritual because it was not done in _____________ of heart. Zechariah 
urged the people to repent and practice righteousness, for their self-centeredness had been shared 
by their wicked and unrepentant __________ . God told the remnant that He was “___________ for 
Zion with great ___________ ” (Zech 8:2). He would restore the city in the present, and He would 
make it even greater in the distant future (Zech 8:3–5). God then said, “All this may seem 
______________ to you now, a small remnant of God’s people. But is it impossible for me?” (Zech 
8:6 NLT). When we struggle with doubt and worry, we need to remember that ___________ is too 
hard for God! (Gen 18:14). God’s plans for their good should motivate them to live holy lives (Zech 
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8:16–17). If they would do this, if they would “love truth and peace,” God would turn their fasts into 
times of “joy and ____________ and cheerful feasts” (Zech 8:19). 

 
20) [September 20] Zechariah’s final prophecy to the remnant. At the end of the ______________ , the 

nations of the earth will gather together to attack ____________ . In that day, _________ will 
descend to earth and fight against His enemies. A __________ will rot their flesh, their eyes, and 
their tongues, and they will turn in panic and kill each other. Then Christ will establish His millennial 
Kingdom, and the world will come to worship Him at Jerusalem. Israel will be cleansed of all sin and 
impurity, and ____________ will fill the city and the land (Zech 14:20–21). Zechariah’s prophecy 
___________ us that righteousness will triumph over evil, and it ______________ us to live our lives 
in light of Christ’s coming Kingdom. Holiness comes from a loving ________________ with God, and 
we can honor the holiness that will characterize Christ’s reign by putting Him first in our hearts and 
homes. 

 
21) [September 21] The first half of the story of Esther teaches us several lessons. First, it shows us that 

God has a ________ for our lives. God’s plan for Esther was that she change the ________ of 
Ahasuerus toward the Jews. God’s plan for us is that we change the minds of the ________ toward 
Jesus Christ. Esther played a pivotal role in the salvation of the Jews, and as disciples of Jesus, we 
play an important part in God’s plan to ________ the world. Second, it teaches us that the 
_________________ of life are often beyond our control. Esther never dreamed that she would be 
the queen of the Persian Empire. She had to _________ to the unexpected situation in which she 
found herself, and she was forced to _________ God for guidance and protection. It’s the same with 
us. We have a responsibility to make wise, godly ____________ , but circumstances can change 
abruptly, and we always need to have our hand firmly in God’s. Third, it shows us that God is 
perfectly capable of taking ________ of us no matter where we find ourselves (Est 2:15). When we 
trust God and obey, He is faithful to bless us and give us favor in the eyes of others. This in turn 
allows us to be a shining _________ for Him. The text says, “Esther __________ Mordecai just as 
when she was brought up by him” (Est 2:20). Esther had grown up being obedient to her cousin, and 
this godly _________ enabled her to submit to his leadership when it really mattered. This teaches 
us how vital it is to obey the authorities in our lives, for if we will not submit to those we can 
_________ , how can we submit to God? (cf. 1 John 4:20). 

 
22) [September 22] The conclusion of the story of Esther teaches us several lessons. First, Esther’s 

method of appealing to the king shows __________ and courage. Instead of ____________ out her 
request, she made Ahasuerus ___________ by inviting him to a banquet. The anticipation of 
learning her true desire made him all the more willing to grant her request. There may come a time 
when we need to appeal to someone in authority over us, and we can _________ Esther’s example 
to our own situation. Second, the decree allowing the Jews to defend themselves shows that there 
are times when it’s appropriate to take up arms to defend the __________ and security of our 
families. We should “turn the other cheek” in cases where the offense is not life-threatening, and 
we are never to seek __________ , but there are times when God ______________ us to defend 
ourselves and others, even to the point of ___________ our attacker (cf. Exod 22:2; 2 Sam 2:18–23). 
Third, Mordecai’s willingness to work for a dictator shows that we can work for good in 
___________ administrations and governments. While we should never condone ______________ 
or wickedness, it’s possible for us to accomplish great things for God while serving an ungodly 
regime (cf. Gen 41:39–44; Dan 6:1–3). We all like quotes like William Carey’s “__________ great 
things from God. ___________ great things for God.” Yet we should remember that Esther did not 
go looking for greatness—it came looking for her. Paul tells us to aspire to live __________ , and to 
mind our own affairs, and to work with our own hands (1 Thess 4:11). If we do this—if we lead 
__________ lives of daily obedience—then when/if God does call on us to do something great, we’ll 
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be ____________ to follow His leadership. 

 
23) [September 23] The story of Ezra’s return to Jerusalem teaches us several lessons. First, the 

character of Ezra. The text says, “Ezra had set his heart to _________ the Law of the LORD, and to 
______ it and to _________ his statutes and rules in Israel” (Ezra 7:10). That should be our goal—to 
make God’s Word a part of our very being and to teach our families and others how to please God. 
Second, Ezra got all the support and money he needed for the return because “the ________ of the 
LORD his God was on him” (Ezra 7:6). True success in ministry comes only from God’s ____________ 
and blessing. Third, Ezra recognized that the king’s decree was a ________ from God, and he took 
time to __________ God for His faithfulness and love (Ezra 7:27–28). This teaches us to give God the 
_________ for any success that comes in ministry, for without Him, our labor would be in vain. 
Fourth, Ezra proclaimed a time of prayer and fasting, “that we might __________ ourselves before 
our God, to ________ from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods” (Ezra 
8:21). Ezra told Artaxerxes that God’s hand of blessing was on those who seek Him, and Ezra 
honored God’s ______________ by staking the safety of the entire journey on His protection. This 
teaches us to __________ on God to meet our needs and to acknowledge that we’re not 
__________ enough to make it on our own. 

 
24) [September 24] The story of Ezra’s reform teaches us several lessons. First, it shows us that any 

________________ that endangers or compromises wholehearted devotion to God is forbidden. 
This applies not only to marriage, but also to ______________ , business partnerships, and military 
alliances. Second, it teaches us that our relationship with God is more _____________ than any 
other relationship. This is clearly seen in the Law where God commanded that if a man’s wife 
enticed him to idolatry, he was not to spare her or have pity on her, but was to bring her before the 
people and _________ her (Deut 13:6–11). Since the Jewish men had voluntarily married these 
foreign women, ___________ that they worshipped other gods, and since the women were 
unwilling to give up their idolatry (cf. Ezra 6:21), separation was a ____________ solution to the 
problem. It spared the women, and it removed the spiritual danger they posed to their husbands 
and the entire community. Third, it teaches us that our actions affect the _____________ in which 
we live. What 113 men had done brought the __________ remnant under God’s wrath (Ezra 10:14). 
Corporate holiness is therefore an ______________ responsibility. Our community will be holy only 
as we and the other members separate ourselves from sin and set our hearts to seek God. 

 
25) [September 25] Nehemiah’s actions teach us several lessons. First, Nehemiah based his prayer on 

God’s ____________ . This teaches us that ____________ is the foundation of devotion. We can’t 
have a right relationship with God if we don’t understand who He is. Nehemiah’s prayer shows that 
he knew God to be an awesome, faithful and approachable God (Neh 1:5–6). Second, Nehemiah’s 
appeal to the king came _________ he asked for God’s guidance and blessing. This teaches us the 
importance of seeking God’s will in all our decisions. When our plans are in ___________ with God’s 
desires, we can rest in the knowledge that His “good hand” is on us. Third, Nehemiah showed 
____________ by spending time with the leaders of the remnant and by inspecting the walls in 
secret before he encouraged them to rebuild (Neh 2:11–12). This teaches us to build 
_________________ with those we seek to influence and thoroughly ____________ a situation 
before we propose a solution. If we follow Nehemiah’s example, we will build consensus, 
demonstrate ____________ , and give others the confidence to join us in our endeavors. 

 
26) [September 26] Nehemiah’s enemies used every dirty trick they could think of to prevent the walls 

from being rebuilt. They began by ___________ and ridiculing the work: ‘Look at that wall! If a 
_______ jumped on it, it would fall down!’ Nehemiah responded by turning to God in prayer and 
asking Him to “turn ________ their taunt on their own heads.” This teaches us to look to God, not 



© 2017 Nathan E. Brown FOLLOWING CHRIST comeafterme.com 

 9 

ourselves, for vindication and to __________ the world’s low opinion of our service to God. Next, 
they threatened violence against the remnant. Nehemiah responded by asking God for help, and he 
set up a round-the-clock _________ to protect the laborers. This teaches us to avoid the pitfalls of 
_________ and ____________ . We should cast our cares on God in prayer and then take 
appropriate action to deal with our situation. The next difficulty came, not from their enemies, but 
from within—many of the people had given in to _______ . Nehemiah responded by encouraging 
them: “Remember the Lord, who is great and __________ , and fight for your brothers, your sons, 
your daughters, your wives, and your homes” (Neh 4:14). This teaches us how to encourage 
ourselves and others in the Lord. We should ____________ on who God is and then take action 
knowing that God is on our side. The remnant rallied to Nehemiah, and they worked with their 
weapons at their sides. Some days later, Nehemiah was made aware of _______ in the camp. Some 
of the remnant had exacted _________ from their fellow Jews, and it had resulted in slavery for 
some of the people. Nehemiah responded by ____________ the sin, ____________ the sinners, and 
calling for a return to biblical living. He also sacrificed personally in order to set a good ___________ 
for the people (Neh 5:14–19). This gives us a pattern to follow when dealing with sin in the 
_________ , and it shows us that there will be times when we need to _____________ in order to 
lead by example. Shemaiah tried to trick Nehemiah into committing sin by urging him to enter the 
__________ which was off limits to everyone except the priests. Nehemiah wisely recognized this as 
treachery, for when a prophet advises something ____________ to God’s Word, he reveals himself 
to be a ________ in sheep’s clothing. 

 
27) [September 27] Lessons from Jerusalem’s revival. First, the people got together and asked Ezra to 

read aloud from the Book of the _______ of Moses. This teaches us the importance of a __________ 
for God’s Word. Second, Ezra and the Levites “gave the ________ , so that the people 
______________ the reading” (Neh 8:8). This teaches us the importance of sound ___________ , for 
interpretation leads to ______________ . Third, the people “________ as they heard the words of 
the Law” (Neh 8:9). This shows us that true faith demonstrates itself by genuine __________ for sin 
(2 Cor 7:10). Fourth, Ezra and Nehemiah urged the people to put aside their grief and _________ the 
Feast of Trumpets as God intended (cf. Lev 23:24–25). The people obeyed, which _____________ 
their faith and repentance. This teaches us that there is a time for rejoicing and a time for sorrow, 
and that holiness is best expressed by _____________ in God. Fifth, the leaders of the people, 
together with the priests and Levites, came to Ezra in order to _________ the words of the Law. 
Their study was rewarded by the discovery of the Feast of ______________ . This teaches us the 
importance of reading ______________ in Scripture. If we don’t regularly read the entirety of God’s 
Word, we’ll end up missing out on something God wants us to know. Sixth, Ezra read the Law to the 
whole assembly each _______ during the Feast of Tabernacles. This teaches us that godliness is 
marked by an insatiable appetite to learn ________ of God’s Word. Bible reading must be a part of 
our daily lives! 

 
28) [September 28] When the exiles first returned to Judah, few actually lived in Jerusalem because the 

city lay in ________ . In Nehemiah’s day, some ______ years after the first return, the city was still 
unpopulated (Neh 7:4). Who wants to live in a city with no ________ ? Once the walls were rebuilt, 
the people cast ________ to determine who would relocate (some _______________ and were 
blessed for their enthusiasm). Warren Wiersbe said, “Never under-estimate the importance of 
simply being physically ___________ in the place where God wants you. You may not be asked to 
perform some ____________ ministry, but simply being there is a ministry. The men, women, and 
children who helped to populate the city of Jerusalem were serving God, their nation, and future 
generations by their step of ________ .” Nehemiah organized a ______________ ceremony for the 
new walls. He appointed _______ great choirs, one for the right side of the city and one for the left. 
They marched on _______ of the walls and met at the temple. Tobiah had mocked their work: ‘Look 
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at that wall! If a fox jumped on it, it would fall down!’ (Neh 4:3). I hope he was there to see those 
two great choirs marching on top of the walls, singing as they walked toward the temple! This 
teaches us to leave the __________ and _________ of the world in God’s capable hands. He is more 
than able to make them eat their words! 

 
29) [September 29] The walls of Jerusalem were completed in 444 BC, and Nehemiah remained in the 

city as governor for several years. Eventually, he was recalled to Persia (Neh 13:6), and in his 
absence, the spiritual fervor of the people began to _______ . The days of national repentance and 
commitment receded into the past, and old __________ and _____________ crept back into their 
hearts. This teaches us that the true test of our character comes _________ a great spiritual victory. 
It’s one thing to do right in the midst of a national revival; it’s another to ____________ to do right 
when the excitement is gone and the trials of life return. Apostasy comes a little at a time: first, the 
occasional _____________ , then __________ , and finally outright disobedience. Are we saying 
______ to temptation, or are we permitting ourselves a few small sins on the side? Eventually, the 
people developed a harsh, critical attitude toward God. This teaches us that when people point the 
finger of blame at God, they are really trying to silence their own guilty _____________ . Malachi 
rebuked the remnant for their sin and called them to treat God with the honor and respect He 
deserved. Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem not long after Malachi’s prophecy, and he was furious 
when he realized how sinful the people had become. He threw __________ out of the temple, 
restored the __________ to the Levites, enforced the keeping of the __________ , and punished 
those who had married foreign women. This teaches me that a righteous leader _____________ 
people for their sin and refuses to overlook wrongdoing. 

 
30) [September 30] The birth of John the Baptist and the conception of Jesus. Over _______ years had 

passed since Nehemiah rebuked the remnant and called them back to covenant faithfulness. In the 
intervening years, the prophecies made by __________ had come to pass. Eventually, the 
_________ empire took control of Judea, and there was a long period of peace. It was during this 
time that the angel Gabriel announced the birth of John and Jesus. Note the reference to the 
_________________ of Zechariah and Elizabeth. Their lives testify to the fact that people could walk 
“_______________ in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord” (Luke 1:6). They manifested 
the combination of outward compliance and inward obedience that God always wanted from His 
people, and they show us that we too can live a life of holiness. The preface to John’s gospel teaches 
us so many important truths about Jesus: (1) Jesus is the ______ , the eternal “only begotten” of the 
Father, (2) Jesus is the _______ , the personification of the Father’s self-expression in creation and 
revelation, (3) Jesus is the God-man, fully God and fully man, a union of two ___________ in one 
_________ , (4) Jesus is the _______ , the source of spiritual life for all who believe, (5) Jesus is the 
________ , the shining beacon of hope in a world of darkness, and (6) Jesus is the __________ , the 
revealer and explainer of the Father. 

 


