
JANUARY 4
Text: Luke 1:57-79

Time: mid 3 BC

Summary: The Birth of John the Baptist
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“And, behold, thy 

cousin Elisabeth, 

she hath also 

conceived a son 

in her old age” 

(Luke 1:36 KJV)
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ZECHARIAH’S SONG OF PRAISE

• Benedictus (from the Latin of the first word: “Blessed”)

• About Jesus (vv. 68-75)

• About John (vv. 76-79)



“Blessed be the Lord God of 

Israel, for he has visited and 

redeemed his people” (v. 68)
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“and has raised up a horn of 

salvation for us in the house of his 

servant David, as he spoke by 

the mouth of his holy prophets 

from of old” (vv. 69-70)



“Behold, the days are coming, declares 

the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 

king and deal wisely, and shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land” 

(Jer 23:5)



“There shall come forth a shoot from 

the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 

his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of 

the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 

counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord” 

(Isa 11:1-2)



“that we should be saved from 

our enemies and from the hand 

of all who hate us” (v. 71)
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“to show the mercy promised to 

our fathers and to remember his 

holy covenant, the oath that he 

swore to our father Abraham” 

(vv. 72-73a)
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“to grant us that we, being 

delivered from the hand of our 

enemies, might serve him without 

fear, in holiness and  righteousness 

before him all our days.” (vv. 73b-75)



“And you, [John], will be called the 

prophet of the Most High; for you 

will go before the Lord to prepare 

his ways, to give knowledge of 

salvation to his people in the 

forgiveness of their sins” (vv. 76-77)



“because of the tender mercy of 

our God, whereby the sunrise shall 

visit us from on high to give light to 

those who sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide our feet 

into the way of peace” (vv. 78-79)
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