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John’s Letter to the Beloved – Part 1 (c. 90–95) 
1 John 1 

Statement of Authority and Purpose 
1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life— 
2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 
with the Father and was manifested to us— 
3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete. 
 
God Is Light—Those Who Claim to Know Him Must Walk in the Light 
5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is 
no darkness at all. 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth; 
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us. 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The 
Lockman Foundation La Habra, Calif. Used by permission. All rights reserved. For Permission to Quote visit http://www.lockman.org. 

 

 
Chronological Notes 
 
1) “Reliable historical tradition strongly suggests that John spent his latter years in Asia Minor in and around 

Ephesus (see Irenaeus, Against Heresies 3.1.2; Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. 3.1.1). The apostle’s move from 
Palestine to Asia Minor reportedly took place sometime subsequent to the Jewish rebellion in the year 66. 
We concluded that John’s Gospel was most likely written in the early to mid-80s (see chap. 7). So the 
question concerning the date of John’s Letters is, Were they written prior or subsequent to John’s Gospel? 
On balance, the latter seems more likely. While it is possible that some of the connections with John’s 
Gospel in 1 John are based on a common tradition, in a few places the Gospel seems to be assumed. For 
example, 1 John 2:7–8 refers to and explicates the meaning of the new commandment of John 13:34–35 
without naming it. In 1 John 5:6, reference is made to Jesus’ coming by “water and blood,” most likely 
referring to Jesus’ baptism and crucifixion, respectively (see the verbal parallel with John 19:34). Some, 
such as Carson and Moo, think the Johannine Letters were written to combat heretical misinterpretations 
of the Gospel, which would require a date for them after the Gospel. This seems entirely plausible. Yet 
even if the purpose for the Letters were construed differently, the conclusion that they postdate the 
Gospel would still appear to be the most probable in light of the parallels mentioned above. The best date, 
given the death of John at around the turn of the century and the dating of the Gospel in the early to mid-
80s, is somewhere in the early to mid-90s.”1 

 

 
1 Andreas J. Kostenberger, L. Scott Kellum, Charles L. Quarles, The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown, (B&H Academic, 2009), p. 790–
791.  
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