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Paul’s Letter to the Church in Philippi (c. 59) 
Philippians 1:1–11 

Greeting 
1:1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, 
 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons: 
 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Thanksgiving 
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 
4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, 
5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. 
6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 
Christ Jesus. 
7 For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. 
8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 
10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day 
of Christ; 
11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God. 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The 
Lockman Foundation La Habra, Calif. Used by permission. All rights reserved. For Permission to Quote visit http://www.lockman.org. 

 

 
Chronological Notes 
 
1) Date.1 
 

A) “The date for Philippians depends on the place of writing. Although the issues are complex, the 
evidence for a Roman provenance is most persuasive. Philippians appears to have been written 
somewhat earlier than the other Prison Epistles. Paul appears to have written Colossians, Philemon, 
and Ephesians at about the same time. Philemon implies that Paul’s release from prison was imminent 
(Phlm 1:21). However, when Paul wrote Philippians, he seemed less certain about the outcome of his 
trial and was contemplating the possibility that he would be martyred (Phil 1:21–26). On the other 
hand, Paul’s extensive outreach (Phil 1:12–14) and the widespread knowledge of Paul’s circumstances 
suggest that he had been imprisoned in Rome for at least several months at the time that he wrote 
Philippians. These factors suggest that the composition of Philippians should be dated to around the 
midpoint of the Roman imprisonment in or around the year 59.” 

 
2) Provenance.2 
 

A) “The question of provenance is one of the most contested issues in Philippians. Paul clearly identified 

 
1 Andreas J. Kostenberger, L. Scott Kellum, Charles L. Quarles, The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown, (B&H Academic, 2009), p. 563. 
 

2 Kostenberger, pp. 563–565. 
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himself as a prisoner (1:7, 13, 17), but he did not explicitly state the location of this imprisonment. 
Presumably, the Philippians knew where Paul was imprisoned and thus did not need to be told. Three 
different answers commend themselves as worthy of consideration: (1) Rome; (2) Caesarea; and (3) 
Ephesus.” See Kostenberger’s extended discussion (pp. 563–565) for more details on each of the three 
possibilities. I will be following a Roman provenance for the Prison Epistles. 

 
 


