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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey—Emergency Visit to Corinth (brief and painful) (c. Summer 54) 
2 Corinthians 2:1; 12:14; 13:1–3 

2:1 But I determined this for my own sake, that I would not come to you in sorrow again. 
 
12:14 Here for this third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be a burden to you; for I do not seek 
what is yours, but you; for children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for their 
children. 
 
13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE 

WITNESSES. [Deut 19:15] 
2 I have previously said when present the second time, and though now absent I say in advance to those 
who have sinned in the past and to all the rest as well, that if I come again I will not spare anyone, 
3 since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, and who is not weak toward you, but 
mighty in you. 

 
Paul’s Third Letter to the Corinthians (now lost) / Paul Sends Titus to Corinth (c. Summer 54) 

2 Corinthians 2:4; 7:8; 12:17–18 

2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears; not so that you would be 
made sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have especially for you. 
 
7:8 For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it—for I see that that 
letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while— 
 
12:17 Certainly I have not taken advantage of you through any of those whom I have sent to you, have I? 
18 I urged Titus to go, and I sent the brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he? Did 
we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps? 

 
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey—The Great Disturbance in Ephesus (Fall 54) 

Acts 19:23–41 

Demetrius Incites a Riot 
23 About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way. 
24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing no little 
business to the craftsmen; 
25 these he gathered together with the workmen of similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that our 
prosperity depends upon this business. 
26 You see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned 
away a considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all. 
27 Not only is there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Artemis be regarded as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world worship will even be 
dethroned from her magnificence.” 
28 When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, “Great is Artemis of the 
Ephesians!” 
 
Paul’s Friends Prevent Him from Intervening 
29 The city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed with one accord into the theater, dragging along 
Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling companions from Macedonia. 
30 And when Paul wanted to go into the assembly, the disciples would not let him. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut%2019:15&version=NASB
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31 Also some of the Asiarchs who were friends of his sent to him and repeatedly urged him not to venture 
into the theater. 
 
“Great is Artemis of the Ephesians” 
32 So then, some were shouting one thing and some another, for the assembly was in confusion and the 
majority did not know for what reason they had come together. 
33 Some of the crowd concluded it was Alexander, since the Jews had put him forward; and having 
motioned with his hand, Alexander was intending to make a defense to the assembly. 
34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, a single outcry arose from them all as they shouted for 
about two hours, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 
 
The City Clerk Quiets the Crowd 
35 After quieting the crowd, the town clerk said, “Men of Ephesus, what man is there after all who does not 
know that the city of the Ephesians is guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of the image which 
fell down from heaven? 
36 So, since these are undeniable facts, you ought to keep calm and to do nothing rash. 
37 For you have brought these men here who are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of our 
goddess. 
38 So then, if Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a complaint against any man, the courts 
are in session and proconsuls are available; let them bring charges against one another. 
39 But if you want anything beyond this, it shall be settled in the lawful assembly. 
40 For indeed we are in danger of being accused of a riot in connection with today’s events, since there is 
no real cause for it, and in this connection we will be unable to account for this disorderly gathering.” 
41 After saying this he dismissed the assembly. 

 
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey—Return to Macedonia via Troas (Fall 54) 

Acts 20:1 2 Corinthians 2:12–13 

1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the 
disciples, and when he had exhorted them 
 
and taken his leave of them, 
 
 
 
he left to go to Macedonia. 

 
 
 
12 Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ 
and when a door was opened for me in the Lord, 
13 I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my 
brother; but taking my leave of them, 
I went on to Macedonia. 

 
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey—Timothy and Titus Join Paul in Macedonia (Fall 54) 

2 Corinthians 1:1; 7:5–7 

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the church of God which 
is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout Achaia: 
 
7:5 For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were afflicted on every side: 
conflicts without, fears within. 
6 But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 
7 and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported 
to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more. 
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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey—Paul’s Ministry in Macedonia (Fall 54) 
Acts 20:2a 2 Corinthians 8:1–5 

2a When he had gone through those districts and 
had given them much exhortation, 

1 Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the 
grace of God which has been given in the churches 
of Macedonia, 
2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance 
of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the 
wealth of their liberality. 
3 For I testify that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, 
4 begging us with much urging for the favor of 
participation in the support of the saints, 
5 and this, not as we had expected, but they first 
gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of 
God. 
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