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Passion Week—Jesus and Barabbas (Friday [~6:00 am], April 3, 33) 
Matthew 27:15–20 Mark 15:6–11 Luke 23:13–19 John 18:39–40 

15 Now at the feast 
the governor 
was accustomed 
to release for the people 
any one prisoner 
whom they wanted. 
16 At that time 
they were holding 
a notorious prisoner, 
called Barabbas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 So when the people 
gathered together, 
Pilate said to them, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Now at the feast 
he 
used 
to release for them 
any one prisoner 
whom they requested. 
 
 
 
 
7 The man named 
Barabbas had been 
imprisoned with the 
insurrectionists who had 
committed murder 
in the insurrection. 
8 The crowd went up 
and began asking him 
to do as he had been 
accustomed to do for 
them. 
9 Pilate 
 
 
 
 
answered them, saying, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 (He was one 
who had been 
thrown into prison 
for an insurrection 
made in the city, 
and for murder.) 
 
 
 
 
 
13 Pilate summoned the 
chief priests and the 
rulers and the people, 
 
 
14 and said to them, 
“You brought this man 
to me as one who incites 
the people to rebellion, 
and behold, having 
examined Him before 
you, I have found no 
guilt in this man 
regarding the charges 
which you make against 
Him. 
15 “No, nor has Herod, 
for he sent Him back to 
us; and behold, nothing 
deserving death has 
been done by Him. 
16 “Therefore I will 
punish Him and release 
Him.” 
17 Now he was obliged 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40b Now Barabbas 
was a robber. 
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“Whom do you want 
me to release for you? 
Barabbas, 
or Jesus 
who is called Christ?” 
18 For he knew 
that 
because of envy they 
had handed Him over. 
19 While he was sitting 
on the judgment seat, his 
wife sent him a message, 
saying, “Have nothing to 
do with that righteous 
Man; for last night I 
suffered greatly in a 
dream because of Him.” 
20 But the chief priests 
and the elders 
persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas and to 
put Jesus to death. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Do you want 
me to release for you 
 
the King of the Jews?” 
 
10 For he was aware 
that the chief priests 
had handed Him over 
because of envy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 But the chief priests 
stirred up the crowd 
to ask him to release 
Barabbas for them 
instead. 

to release to them at the 
feast one prisoner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18 But they cried out all 
together, saying, 
“Away with this man, 
and release for us 
Barabbas!” 

 
 
18:39 But you have a 
custom that I release 
someone for you at the 
Passover; 
do you wish then 
that I release for you 
 
the King of the Jews?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40a So they cried out 
again, saying, 
“Not this Man, 
but Barabbas.” 
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