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Habakkuk’s Prophecy to Judah—The Rise of the Chaldeans [Babylonians] (c. 650 BC)

Habakkuk 1-3

Title
1:1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.

Habakkuk’s First Question—How Long Will You Let Judah’s Wickedness Continue?

2 O Lorp, how long shall | cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!

3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that
raise up strife and contention.

4 Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore
wrong judgment proceedeth.

God’s Answer—Be Amazed: | Am About to Use the Babylonians to Judge Judah

5 Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously: for / will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe,
though it be told you. [Acts 13:41]

6 For, lo, | raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the
dwelling-places that are not theirs.

7 They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.

8 Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread
themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.

9 They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand.

10 And they shall scoff at the kings, and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall
heap dust, and take it.

11 Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god.

Habakkuk’s Second Question—How Could You Use the Wicked Babylonians to Judge Judah?

12 Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LoRrD, thou hast ordained them for judgment;
and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.

13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal
treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?

14 And makest men as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over them?

15 They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: therefore they rejoice and
are glad.

16 Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and their meat
plenteous.

17 Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?

Habakkuk Awaits God’s Answer
2:1 | will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what | shall answer
when | am reproved.

God’s Answer—I Will Use Babylon and Then It Too Will Be Judged

2 And the LorD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.

3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely
come, it will not tarry. [Heb 10:37]

4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. [Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38]

5 Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as
death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people:

6 Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that
which is not his! how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay!

7 Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them?

8 Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of men’s blood, and for the
violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

9 Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from the
power of evil!

10 Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul.

11 For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.

12 Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!
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13 Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the people shall labor in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves for very
vanity?

14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. [Isa 11:9]

15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look
on their nakedness!

16 Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the LORD’s right hand shall be
turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory.

17 For the violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men’s blood, and for
the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.

18 What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker
of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?

19 Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver,
and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.

20 But the LoRrp is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.

Habakkuk’s Prayer (arranged for singing)

3:1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.

2 O Lorp, | have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy.

3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his
praise.

4 And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power.

5 Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.

6 He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the
perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.

7 | saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

8 Was the LoRD displeased against the rivers? was thine anger against the rivers? was thy wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride
upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation?

9 Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.
10 The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his
hands on high.

11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear.
12 Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.

13 Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the
house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah.

14 Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was
as to devour the poor secretly.

15 Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.

16 When | heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and | trembled in myself, that
I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.

17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield
no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

18 Yet | will rejoice in the LorD, | will joy in the God of my salvation.

19 The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To
the chief singer on my stringed instruments.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) Habakkuk.

A) The reference in Habakkuk 1:6 to the “Chaldeans” (kasdim) is generally accepted as evidence for a date in the 7" century
BC.! Attempts to assigh a more precise date have fallen into three time periods: Manasseh’s reign (697t—643t), Josiah’s

1 For a good survey of arguments for later dating among non-evangelical scholars, see R. K. Harrison, Introduction to the Old
Testament, pp. 932-36.
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reign (641t—610t) and Jehoiakim’s reign (609t—598t).

(1) Currently, the majority view is that Habakkuk was written during Jehoiakim’s reign (e.g., Archer, Freeman, Hailey,
Harrison, Hummel, Young, Robertson, and Blue).

(2) Others (e.g., Bullock, Laetsch, Pusey, Unger) propose a date in the reign of Josiah before the finding of a copy of the law
in 621. They argue that the desperate moral conditions denounced by Habakkuk could well be reflective of that period
(cf. Jer 1-6) and relate Habakkuk’s prediction of the coming Chaldeans to the transitional nature of the period near the
end of the Neo-Assyrian era.

(3) Sstill others (e.g., Keil, Patterson, Couch) defend a date in the time of Judah’s most wicked king, Manasseh.? They cite
the degraded moral and spiritual level of that time (2 Kgs 21:1-16; 2 Chr 33:1-10), an era whose debauchery was so
pronounced that it drew God’s declaration that He would effect a total “disaster on Jerusalem and Judah” (2 Kgs
21:12).

B) Internal evidence.

(1) God tells Habakkuk that he will be amazed at what God plans to do—he would not believe it unless God told him (1:5).

(2) God tells Habakkuk that at some point in the future He is going to use the Babylonians to judge Judah (1:6).

(3) God’s judgment will fall on Judah in Habakkuk’s “days,” that is, within his lifetime (1:5).3

(4) The condition in Judah at the time of the prophecy was: “destruction and violence confront me; conflict is present and
one must endure strife. For this reason the law lacks power, and justice is never carried out. Indeed, the wicked
intimidate the innocent. For this reason justice is perverted” (1:3b—4, NET).

C) External evidence.

(1) The Jewish historical treatise Seder ‘Olam Rabbah, written in the 2nd—3rd century AD, dates Habakkuk to the reign of
Manasseh.*

(2) Some scholars feel that both Zephaniah and Jeremiah knew and utilized Habakkuk’s prophecy (cf. Hab 1:8 with Jer
4:13; 5:6; Hab 2:10 with Jer 51:58; Hab 2:12 with Jer 22:13-17; Hab. 2:20 with Zeph. 1:7).° Since Zephaniah and
Jeremiah both ministered during Josiah’s reign, Habakkuk should be dated earlier in Amon’s or Manasseh’s reign.

(3) The first prominent king of Babylon, Nabopolassar, rose to power in 626. Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, fell to the
Chaldeans and the Medes in 612. Prior to this, during Manasseh’s reign, Assyria was the preeminent power in the
Middle East under the rule of Ashurbanipal.

D) My personal view at this time is that an early date has the most explanatory power—that is, it can best answer all of the
internal and external evidence. Thus | have chosen to place Habakkuk within the reign of Manasseh.

2 Mal Couch, “Inerrancy and the Minor Prophets,” CTJ 03:10 (Dec 1999): 380.

3 This seems to imply that God’s judgment was not going to happen immediately but at some unspecified time in the future. If
Habakkuk was 20 at the time of this prophecy (c. 650), he would have been 65 at the time of Nebuchadnezzar’s first siege of
Jerusalem (605), 73 at the second siege (597) and 81 at the third and last siege (589) —thus placing Habakkuk within Manasseh’s
reign does not preclude his being able to witness the fulfillment of the prophecy (contra Blue).

4 Seder ‘Olam Rabbah, 20.
5 C. F. Keil & F. Delitzsch, “Minor Prophets,” Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol. 10, pp. 387-390; Patterson, pp. 110-111.
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Manasseh Repents (c. 648—645 BC)

2 Chronicles 33:11-17

and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD he was God.

the LorD God of Israel.

11 Wherefore the LoRD brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns,

12 And when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers,
13 And prayed unto him: and he was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his

14 Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish
gate, and compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, and put captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah.

15 And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the LORD, and all the altars that he had built in the mount of
the house of the LoRD, and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city.

16 And he repaired the altar of the LoRD, and sacrificed thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve

17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high places, yet unto the LORD their God only.

2 Kings 21:17-18 2 Chronicles 33:18-20

17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, 18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh,

and all that he did, and his sin that he sinned,
and his prayer unto his God, and the words of the seers that
spake to him in the name of the LoRD God of Israel,

are they not written in the book behold, they are written in the book

of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? of the kings of Israel.
19 His prayer also, and how God was entreated of him, and all
his sin, and his trespass, and the places wherein he built high
places, and set up groves and graven images, before he was
humbled: behold, they are written among the sayings of the
seers.

18 And Manasseh slept with his fathers, 20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers,

and was buried in the garden of his own house, and they buried him in his own house:

in the garden of Uzza:

and Amon his son reigned in his stead. and Amon his son reigned in his stead.

A 0 and E 0 4 e one o ad b4

2 Kings 21:19-22

2 Chronicles 33:21-23

19 Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned two years in Jerusalem.

And his mother’s name was Meshullemeth,

the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

20 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,

as his father Manasseh did.

21 And he walked in all the way that his father walked in, and
served the idols that his father served, and worshipped them:

22 And he forsook the LORD God of his fathers, and walked not in
the way of the LoRD.

21 Amon was two and twenty years old when he began to reign,
and reigned two years in Jerusalem.

22 But he did that which was evil in the sight of the LorD,

as did Manasseh his father:

for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which Manasseh
his father had made, and served them;

23 And humbled not himself before the LoRrD, as Manasseh his
father had humbled himself; but Amon trespassed more and
more.

A O A d ated

2 Kings 21:23-26

< d b4

2 Chronicles 33:24-25

23 And the servants of Amon conspired against him,
and slew the king in his own house.
24 And the people of the land slew all them that had conspired

24 And his servants conspired against him,
and slew him in his own house.
25 But the people of the land slew all them that had conspired
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against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his
son king in his stead. son king in his stead.

25 Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

26 And he was buried in his sepulcher in the garden of Uzza: and
Josiah his son reigned in his stead.

0 A 0 0 A e e one C 0d b4

2 Kings 22:1-2 2 Chronicles 34:1-2
1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, 1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. and he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty years.

And his mother’s name was Jedidah,
the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LorD, 2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lorb,
and walked in all the way of David his father, and walked in the ways of David his father,
and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left. and declined neither to the right hand, nor to the left.

Zephaniah’s Prophecy to Judah — The Day of the Lord (c. 635-630 BC)
Zephaniah 1-3

Superscription
1:1 The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah,
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

Judgment on the Entire Earth

2 | will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LorD.

3 I will consume man and beast; | will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumbling-blocks with the
wicked; and | will cut off man from off the land, saith the LoRD.

Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem

4 | will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and | will cut off the remnant of Baal from
this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;

5 And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear
by Malcham;

6 And them that are turned back from the LORD; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him.

7 Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord Gob: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath
bid his guests.

8 And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's sacrifice, that | will punish the princes, and the king’s children, and all such as are
clothed with strange apparel.

9 In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with violence and deceit.

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from
the second, and a great crashing from the hills.

11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off.

12 And it shall come to pass at that time, that | will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees:
that say in their heart, The LorD will not do good, neither will he do evil.

13 Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses, but not inhabit them; and
they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof.

Judgment at the Great Day of the Lord

14 The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry
there bitterly.

15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a
day of clouds and thick darkness, [Joel 2:1-2]

16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.

17 And | will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LorD: and their blood
shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD’s wrath; but the whole land shall be
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devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.

2:1 Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired;

2 Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day
of the LORD’s anger come upon you.

3 Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye
shall be hid in the day of the LORD’s anger.

Judgment on Philistia

4 For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up.
5 Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites! the word of the LORD is against you; O Canaan, the land
of the Philistines, | will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant.

6 And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks.

7 And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie
down in the evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity.

Judgment on Moab and Ammon

8 | have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and
magnified themselves against their border.

9 Therefore as | live, saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as
Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of my people shall spoil them, and the
remnant of my people shall possess them.

10 This shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of
hosts.

11 The LorD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his
place, even all the isles of the heathen.

Judgment on Cush
12 Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by my sword.

Judgment on Assyria and Nineveh

13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a
wilderness.

14 And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the
upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work.
15 This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, | am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a
desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand.

Jerusalem’s Future—Destruction of the Rebellious

3:1 Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!

2 She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God.

3 Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

4 Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.

5 The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he faileth not; but
the unjust knoweth no shame.

6 | have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; | made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so
that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant.

7 | said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever | punished them:
but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings.

8 Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that | rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations,
that | may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured
with the fire of my jealousy.

Jerusalem’s Future—Deliverance of the Righteous

9 For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.
10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.

11 In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then | will take away out
of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.

12 1 will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.
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13 The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall
feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid. [Rev 14.5]

Jerusalem’s Future—Miillennial Joy

14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

15 The LorD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee:
thou shalt not see evil any more.

16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.

17 The LorD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy
over thee with singing.

18 | will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

19 Behold, at that time | will undo all that afflict thee: and | will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and | will
get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

20 At that time will | bring you again, even in the time that | gather you: for | will make you a name and a praise among all people of
the earth, when | turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LoRD.

Josiah Begins to Seek After God (633t BC)

2 Chronicles 34:3a
3a For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his father:

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) Manasseh’s repentance.

A) The Assyrian ruler responsible for deporting Manasseh to Babylon was Ashurbanipal (668—627). The reference to Babylon
provides a helpful chronological clue since Ashurbanipal did not bring Babylon under his control until 648.* Thus
Manasseh’s repentance can be placed c. 648—645 Bc.

2) Zephaniah.?

A) The superscription of Zephaniah specifies that the prophecy was given during the reign of Josiah (641t—610t) and there has
been little debate to the contrary. Rather, discussion concerning the date and background of the book has centered chiefly
on the specific period within Josiah’s reign.

(1) The moral and spiritual conditions mentioned by Zephaniah have been taken by many to refer to Judah’s persistent
apostasy and immorality despite the Josianic reform that began in earnest after the finding of the Book of the Law (2
Kgs 22:8) in 621 B.C. (e.g., Fausset, Feinberg, Hannah, Keil, Reid, and Walker).

(2) Others, however, believe that such matters as Zephaniah denounces could only be true of the earlier portion of Josiah’s
reign, either when the boy king was yet unable to deal with the longstanding effects of the wickedness of Judah’s two
previous kings, Manasseh and Amon, or when his reformation had only recently got underway (e.g., Bewer, Bullock,
Craigie, Eiselen, Eissfeldt, Freeman, Hailey, Harrison, Hummel, Kapelrud, Laetsch, Larue, Pusey, Robinson, Smith, and
von Orelli).3

B) With capable scholars on both sides of the question, one is tempted to conclude with D. A. Schneider that “the evidence is
insufficient to decide this debate.”* In examining the internal data, however, several items seem to favor the earlier period

1 Eugene H. Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, p. 435.

2 Richard D. Patterson, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah: An Exegetical Commentary, pp. 249-250. Note that Patterson favors a date
for Habakkuk of sometime in Manasseh’s reign.

3 A good discussion of the setting of the book is given by F. C. Fensham, “Book of Zephaniah,” IDBSup, pp. 983—84. Fensham also
favors a date for Zephaniah early in Josiah’s reign.

4D. A. Schneider, “Book of Zephaniah,” ISBE 4:1189.
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in Josiah’s reign: (1) religious practices in Judah were still plagued with Canaanite syncretistic rites such as characterized the
era of Manasseh (1:4-5, 9); (2) many failed to worship Yahweh at all (1:6); (3) royalty were enamored with wearing the
clothing of foreign merchants (1:8) who had extensive business enterprises in Jerusalem (1:10-11); and (4) Judahite society
was beset by socio-economic ills (1:12—-13, 18) and political and religious corruption (3:1-4, 7, 11). Moreover, several of the
specific sins (e.g., 1:4-5, 9; 3:4) would likely have been corrected in Josiah’s reforms. “Accordingly, | am inclined to side with
those who prefer a date before 621 Bc.”®

C) But how much before? Some have suggested that the political situation brought about by a Scythian raid (c. 630 Bc)
occasioned both Zephaniah’s response to God’s call and his urgent message concerning God’s impending judgment of the
world. However, because the evidence of such an invasion is now considered to be tenuous at best, “the Scythian
hypothesis has now been almost universally abandoned.”® Thus the search for a precise date for Zephaniah cannot be
pressed too far. Nevertheless, when one considers that Josiah was only eight years old when he ascended the throne in
641t and was dependent upon royal officials of questionable integrity (cf. 3:3), the cause for Zephaniah’s alarm is apparent.
Further, that Josiah’s reforms were not instituted until the twelfth year of his reign (629t), a few years after his initial
spiritual awakening (2 Chr 34:3), suggests that Zephaniah’s prophetic activities may have had a salutary effect in the
reformation of that era. Thus a date of 635-630 BC is not unlikely.

5 Patterson, 250.

6 Fensham, “Zephaniah,” p. 983. For a defense of the Scythian hypothesis, see CAH 3:295 where the somewhat fantastic elements of
Herodotus’s account are duly recognized as well as the probability that the supposed Scythian sack of Ashdod was as much an
Egyptian enterprise as Scythian. See also R. K. Harrison, Introduction to the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971), p. 940.
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Jeremiah Begins His Prophetic Ministry to Judah (629t BC)
Jeremiah 1

Superscription

1 The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin:

2 To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

3 It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of
Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month.

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission

4 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

5 Before | formed thee in the belly | knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified thee, and | ordained thee
a prophet unto the nations.

6 Then said |, Ah, Lord Gob! behold, | cannot speak: for | am a child.

7 But the LORD said unto me, Say not, | am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever | command thee
thou shalt speak.

8 Be not afraid of their faces: for | am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LoRD.

9 Then the LorD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, | have put my words in thy mouth.
10 See, | have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw
down, to build, and to plant.

Vision of the Branch of an Almond Tree
11 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And | said, | see a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for | will hasten my word to perform it.

Vision of a Boiling Pot

13 And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And | said, | see a seething pot; and the face
thereof is toward the north.

14 Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land.

15 For, lo, | will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his
throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah.

16 And | will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto
other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.

A Divine Challenge and Promise

17 Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that | command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest |
confound thee before them.

18 For, behold, | have made thee this day a defensed city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against the
kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.

19 And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for | am with thee, saith the LorD, to deliver thee.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—God’s Case Against Israel (c. 629t BC)
Jeremiah 2

God’s Fond Memories of Israel’s Youth

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2 Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; | remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine
espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown.

3 Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them,
saith the LoRrD.

Israel’s Current Apostasy

4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel:

5 Thus saith the LorD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity,
and are become vain?

6 Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land
of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and
where no man dwelt?

7 And | brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my
land, and made mine heritage an abomination.

8 The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and
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the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.

9 Wherefore | will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children’s children will | plead.

10 For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing.

11 Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit.
12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LoORD.

13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns,
broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

The Consequences of Israel’s Apostasy

14 Is Israel a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?

15 The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant.

16 Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head.

17 Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the LorD thy God, when he led thee by the way?

18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to
drink the waters of the river?

19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing
and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord Gob of hosts.

The Strange Fascination With and Futility of Idolatry

20 For of old time | have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, | will not transgress; when upon every high hill and
under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot.

21 Yet | had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine
unto me?

22 For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord Gop.

23 How canst thou say, | am not polluted, | have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done: thou
art a swift dromedary traversing her ways;

24 A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure; in her occasion who can turn her away? all they that
seek her will not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her.

25 Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no hope: no; for | have loved strangers,
and after them will | go.

26 As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and
their prophets,

27 Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and
not their face: but in the time of their trouble they will say, Arise, and save us.

28 But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to
the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.

Israel Deserves Judgment

29 Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the LORD.

30 In vain have | smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying
lion.

31 O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have | been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore say my people,
We are lords; we will come no more unto thee?

32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without number.

33 Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways.

34 Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: | have not found it by secret search, but upon all these.
35 Yet thou sayest, Because | am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, | will plead with thee, because thou sayest, |
have not sinned.

36 Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of Assyria.

37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt
not prosper in them.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—An Appeal to Return to God (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 3:1-4:4

A Faithless Wife

3:1 They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man’s, shall he return unto her again? shall not
that land be greatly polluted? [cf. Deut 24:1-4] but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the
LORD.

2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the
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Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness.

3 Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore’s forehead, thou
refusedst to be ashamed.

4 Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?

5 Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest.

Judah More Guilty Than Israel

6 The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up
upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot.

7 And | said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it.
8 And | saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery | had put her away, and given her a bill of
divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.

9 And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and
with stocks.

10 And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LorD.
11 And the LorD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.

A Call for Repentance

12 Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and | will not cause mine
anger to fall upon you: for | am merciful, saith the LorDp, and | will not keep anger for ever.

13 Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the
strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD.

14a Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LoRrD; for | am married unto you:

Millennial Blessings

14b and | will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and | will bring you to Zion:

15 And | will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

16 And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more,
The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither
shall that be done any more.

17 At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LoRrD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the
LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.

18 In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to
the land that | have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.

God Describes the True Repentance He Desires

19 But | said, How shall | put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and |
said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.

20 Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the
LORD.

21 A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way,
and they have forgotten the LORD their God.

22 Return, ye backsliding children, and | will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.

23 Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation
of Israel.

24 For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.
25 We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from
our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.

4:1 If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then
shalt thou not remove.

2 And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him,
and in him shall they glory.

3 For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.

4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest
my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Chronological Notes

1) Jeremiah.

A) Josiah’s 13" Year.

(1)

In Jeremiah 25:3, the prophet counted 23 years from the 13t year of Josiah to the 4% year of Jehoiakim, 606t. The
cardinal number 23 is given without any preposition or modifier and must be taken in an absolute (accession) sense;
this puts the 13t year of Josiah in 606t + 23 = 629t. By Jeremiah’s non-accession reckoning, Josiah’s beginning year can
be calculated as 629t + 12 (acc.) = 641t. This date for the accession of Josiah provides the means of determining if the
31 years for his reign given in 2 Kings 22:1 is an accession or non-accession figure. The Babylonian Chronicles allow the
date of his death to be calculated as the fourth month of 609 BC, which was in the year 610t. This was 31 years after
the beginning of Josiah’s reign in 641t, so the reign length as given in 2 Kings 22:1 is by accession reckoning, showing,
incidentally, that somewhere between 2 Kings 22:1 and 24:1 the counting system changed from accession to non-
accession (*Important: Josiah’s 13" year in Jer 1:2 = Josiah’s 12t year in 2 Chr 34:3).}

B) Chronological Arrangement of Jeremiah.

(1)

(2)

Jeremiah’s ministry spanned the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah and the governorship of
Gedaliah (cf. Jer 1:1-3; 40:7). The book of Jeremiah contains many chronological references which date the various
events and prophecies:

e Jeremiah 1:1-3 — the 13" year of Josiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 3:6 — during Josiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 21:1 — during Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of Jerusalem in Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 22:10-13 — just after Josiah’s death, Jehoahaz’s (Shallum’s) exile and Jehoiakim’s accession.

e Jeremiah 24:1 — after Nebuchadnezzar deported Jehoiachin to Babylon.

e Jeremiah 25:1 — the 4™ year of Jehoiakim’s reign.

e Jeremiah 25:3 — marks 23 years of ministry between Josiah’s 13" year and Jehoiakim’s 4t year.

e Jeremiah 26:1 — the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign.

e Jeremiah 27:1 — early in Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 28:1 — the 5" month of the 4" year of Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 29:1-2 — after Nebuchadnezzar deported Jehoiachin to Babylon.

e Jeremiah 32:1 — the 10%" year of Zedekiah’s reign (Nebuchadnezzar’s 18t year).

e Jeremiah 32:2, 8 — when Jeremiah was confined in the courtyard of the guardhouse during Zedekiah’s reign.
e Jeremiah 33:1 — when Jeremiah was confined in the courtyard of the guardhouse during Zedekiah’s reign.
e Jeremiah 34:1-10 — during Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of Jerusalem during Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 36:1-8 — the 4" year of Jehoiakim’s reign.

e Jeremiah 36:9-32 — the 9" month of the 5™ year of Jehoiakim’s reign

e Jeremiah 37:1-5 — the brief respite in Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of Jerusalem during Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 37:21 — Jeremiah is committed to the courtyard of the guardhouse during Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 39:1 — the 10 month of the 9*" year of Zedekiah’s reign.

e Jeremiah 39:15 — when Jeremiah was confined in the courtyard of the guardhouse during Zedekiah’s reign.
e Jeremiah 41:1 — the 7! month of 587.

e Jeremiah 45:1 — the 4™ year of Jehoiakim’s reign.

e Jeremiah 46:1 — the 4™ year of Jehoiakim’s reign.

e Jeremiah 47:1 — before Pharaoh attacked Gaza.

e Jeremiah 49:34 — early in the reign of Zedekiah.

e Jeremiah 51:59 — the 4t year of Zedekiah’s reign.

The chronological data above makes it clear that the canonical order of Jeremiah does not follow the historical order.
This has given rise to various attempts to organize Jeremiah chronologically.? For the most part, | will be following the
arrangement of J. Barton Payne.

1 Rodger C. Young, “When Did Jerusalem Fall?” JETS 47.1 (Mar 2004): 35.

2 Charles H. Dyer, “Jeremiah,” Bible Knowledge Commentary, chart on p. 1126; J. Barton Payne, “The Arrangement of Jeremiah’s
Prophecies,” JETS 7.4 (Fall 1964), chart on p. 125; Charles L. Feinberg, “Jeremiah,” EBC, Vol. 6, 358.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Invasion from the North (c. 629t BC)
Jeremiah 4:5-31

The Alarm—Invasion is Threatened

5 Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble
yourselves, and let us go into the defensed cities.

6 Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for | will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction.

7 The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy
land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant.

8 For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce anger of the LORD is not turned back from us.

9 And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the LORD, that the heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the princes; and the
priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder.

10 Then said I, Ah, Lord Gob! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas the
sword reacheth unto the soul.

The Scorching Hot Wind of Judgment

11 At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high places in the wilderness toward the daughter
of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse,

12 Even a full wind from those places shall come unto me: now also will | give sentence against them.

13 Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for
we are spoiled.

14 O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?
15 For a voice declareth from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount Ephraim.

16 Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, and give out their
voice against the cities of Judah.

17 As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the LORD.

18 Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth
unto thine heart.

Jeremiah’s Anguished Cry

19 My bowels, my bowels! | am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; | cannot hold my peace, because thou hast
heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.

20 Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment.
21 How long shall | see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet?

22 For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to
do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.

A Vision and an Oracle about the Coming Destruction

23 | beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.

24 | beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly.

25 | beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.

26 | beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LoRD, and
by his fierce anger.

27 For thus hath the LoORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will | not make a full end.

28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because | have spoken it, | have purposed it, and will not repent,
neither will | turn back from it.

The Death Agony of Zion

29 The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the rocks:
every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein.

30 And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with
ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they
will seek thy life.

31 For | have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the
daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of
murderers.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Total Sinfulness of Judah (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 5

Jeremiah’s Vain Search for a Righteous Person

1 Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a
man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and | will pardon it.

2 And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely.

3 O Lorb, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they
have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return.

4 Therefore | said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the judgment of their God.

5 | will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the LORD, and the judgment of their
God: but these have altogether broken the yoke, and burst the bonds.

6 Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their
cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are
increased.

God’s Justification for Judah’s Punishment

7 How shall | pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no gods: when | had fed them to the
full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses.

8 They were as fed horses in the morning: every one neighed after his neighbor’s wife.

9 Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LoRD: and shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

10 Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; for they are not the LORD’s.

11 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith the LoRD.

12 They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine:

13 And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto them.

The Coming of a Distant Nation against Judah

14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, | will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this
people wood, and it shall devour them.

15 Lo, | will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation
whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say.

16 Their quiver is as an open sepulcher, they are all mighty men.

17 And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and
thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the
sword.

18 Nevertheless in those days, saith the LorD, | will not make a full end with you.

19 And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the LORD our God all these things unto us? then shalt thou answer
them, Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not yours.

Warning to a Foolish and Rebellious People

20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying,

21 Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear

not: [Mark 8:18]

22 Fear ye not me? saith the LorD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a
perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar,
yet can they not pass over it?

23 But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone.

24 Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season:
he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.

25 Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you.

26 For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men.

27 As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich.

28 They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless,
yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge.

29 Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

30 A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land;

31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in
the end thereof?
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—The Coming Siege and Fall of Jerusalem (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 6

An Appeal to Flee the Coming Siege

1 O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a
sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil appeareth out of the north, and great destruction.

2 | have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.

3 The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against her round about; they shall feed every one
in his place.

4 Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon. Woe unto us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening
are stretched out.

5 Arise, and let us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces.

6 For thus hath the LorD of hosts said, Hew ye down trees, and cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is the city to be visited; she is
wholly oppression in the midst of her.

7 As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her wickedness: violence and spoil is heard in her; before me continually is
grief and wounds.

8 Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart from thee; lest | make thee desolate, a land not inhabited.

Punishment of a Shameless People

9 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine: turn back thine hand as a grape-gatherer
into the baskets.

10 To whom shall | speak, and give warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken:
behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it.

11 Therefore | am full of the fury of the LoRD; | am weary with holding in: | will pour it out upon the children abroad, and upon the
assembly of young men together: for even the husband with the wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of days.

12 And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for | will stretch out my hand upon the
inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD.

13 For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto
the priest every one dealeth falsely.

14 They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.

15 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush:
therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that | visit them they shall be cast down, saith the LoRD.

Refusal to Heed God’s Warnings

16 Thus saith the LoRD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.

17 Also | set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.

18 Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them.

19 Hear, O earth: behold, | will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto
my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.

20 To what purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far country? your burnt offerings are not
acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me.

The Terrors of the Approaching Enemy

21 Therefore thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will lay stumblingblocks before this people, and the fathers and the sons together shall
fall upon them; the neighbor and his friend shall perish.

22 Thus saith the LorD, Behold, a people cometh from the north country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides of the
earth.

23 They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice roareth like the sea; and they ride upon
horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O daughter of Zion.

24 We have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax feeble: anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in travail.

25 Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side.

26 O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most
bitter lamentation: for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us.

God Commissions Jeremiah to Test His People

27 | have set thee for a tower and a fortress among my people, that thou mayest know and try their way.

28 They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders: they are brass and iron; they are all corrupters.

29 The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked are not plucked away.
30 Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the LorD hath rejected them.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—The Temple Sermon (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 7:1-8:3

The Temple Sermon

7:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LoRD, all ye of Judah, that enter
in at these gates to worship the LORD.

3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and | will cause you to dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LoRrD, The temple of the LorD, The temple of the LORD, are these.

5 For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor;

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other
gods to your hurt:

7 Then will | cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that | gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit.

9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye
know not;

10 And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these
abominations?

11 Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even | have seen it, saith the

LORD. [Matt 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46]

12 But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where | set my name at the first, and see what | did to it for the wickedness of
my people Israel.

13 And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and | spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard
not; and | called you, but ye answered not;

14 Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which | gave to you and to
your fathers, as | have done to Shiloh.

15 And | will cast you out of my sight, as | have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.

Worship of the Queen of Heaven

16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for | will not
hear thee.

17 Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?

18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.

19 Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces?

20 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon
beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched.

A Disobedient Nation

21 Thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh.

22 For | spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt
offerings or sacrifices:

23 But this thing commanded | them, saying, Obey my voice, and | will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the
ways that | have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.

24 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went
backward, and not forward.

25 Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day | have even sent unto you all my servants the
prophets, daily rising up early and sending them:

26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck: they did worse than their fathers.

27 Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to thee: thou shalt also call unto them; but they
will not answer thee.

28 But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of the LORD their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is
perished, and is cut off from their mouth.

29 Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the LorD hath rejected and
forsaken the generation of his wrath.

Coming Judgment of Human Sacrifice
30 For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: they have set their abominations in the house which is called
by my name, to pollute it.
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31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters
in the fire; which | commanded them not, neither came it into my heart.

32 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but
the valley of slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place.

33 And the carcasses of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; and none shall fray
them away.

34 Then will | cause to cease from the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: for the land shall be desolate.

Desecration of Graves by the Enemy

8:1 At that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and the bones of
the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves:

2 And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have
served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be
gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth.

3 And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, which remain in all the places
whither | have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—A Depraved and Incorrigible People (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 8:4-9:6

Stubborn Refusal to Return to God

8:4 Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LorD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and not return?

5 Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return.

6 | hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have | done? every one
turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle.

7 Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their
coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD.

8 How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain.
9 The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the LoRD; and what wisdom is in
them?

10 Therefore will | give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even
unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.

11 For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.

12 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush:
therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD.

13 | will surely consume them, saith the LORD: there shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall fade;
and the things that | have given them shall pass away from them.

The People’s Resignation to the Coming Invasion

14 Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the defensed cities, and let us be silent there: for the LoRD our God
hath put us to silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD.

15 We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!

16 The snorting of his horses was heard from Dan: the whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones; for they
are come, and have devoured the land, and all that is in it; the city, and those that dwell therein.

17 For, behold, | will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be charmed, and they shall bite you, saith the LORD.

Lament for a Stricken People

18 When | would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me.

19 Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? js
not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities?

20 The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my people am | hurt; | am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

9:1 Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that | might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of
my people!

2 Oh that | had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that | might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all
adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.
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3 And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil
to evil, and they know not me, saith the LORD.

4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbor, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbor
will walk with slanders.

5 And they will deceive every one his neighbor, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary
themselves to commit iniquity.

6 Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Jerusalem’s Coming Ruin (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 9:7-26

God’s Justification for the Coming Punishment

7 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, | will melt them, and try them; for how shall | do for the daughter of my people?

8 Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbor with his mouth, but in heart he
layeth his wait.

9 Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?

10 For the mountains will | take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are
burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the
beast are fled; they are gone.

11 And | will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and | will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.

12 Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LorRD hath spoken, that he may declare
it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through?

13 And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which | set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked
therein;

14 But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them:

15 Therefore thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give
them water of gall to drink.

16 | will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and | will send a sword after them,
till I have consumed them.

A Lament over Jerusalem’s Destruction

17 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women,
that they may come:

18 And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with
waters.

19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land,
because our dwellings have cast us out.

20 Yet hear the word of the LorRD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing,
and every one her neighbor lamentation.

21 For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men
from the streets.

22 Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcasses of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the
harvestman, and none shall gather them.

The Only Basis for Boasting

23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches:

24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the LorD which exercise lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things | delight, saith the LorD. [1 Cor 1:31; 2 Cor 10:17]

Circumcision Will Not Save You—Circumcise Your Hearts!

25 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised;

26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that dwell in the
wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Idolatry and the Coming Exile (c. 629t BC)

Jeremiah 10

The Foolishness of Idolatry

1 Hear ye the word which the LorD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel:

2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed
at them.

3 For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the
axe.

4 They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.

5 They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for
they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.

6 Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in might.

7 Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations,
and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee.

8 But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities.

9 Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the
founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work of cunning men.

10 But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations
shall not be able to abide his indignation.

11 Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and
from under these heavens.

12 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his
discretion.

13 When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of
the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.

14 Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and
there is no breath in them.

15 They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.

16 The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The LORD of hosts is
his name.

Announcement of Exile

17 Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress.

18 For thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress them, that they may find it
so.

19 Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but | said, Truly this is a grief, and | must bear it.

20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there is none to stretch
forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains.

21 For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LorD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be
scattered.

22 Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the north country, to make the cities of Judah desolate, and
a den of dragons.

Jeremiah’s Prayer

23 O LoRD, | know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.

24 O LoRD, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing.

25 Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have eaten up
Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made his habitation desolate.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) The current majority view is that the “Temple Speech” recorded in Jeremiah 7 belongs to the time of Jehoiakim and should be
harmonized with Jeremiah 26 (e.g., Lalleman, Harrison, Thompson, Craigie-Kelley-Drinkard, Feinberg, and Brown). However,
Laetsch is not convinced: “The reasons advanced for this identification do not seem convincing. 1) The same demand for a
change of conduct. Yet that was the subject and purpose of all the preaching of Jeremiah. 2) The same occasion, a festival. Yet
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these festivals gave an opportunity to preach to all the people and were quite generally used by the prophets. 3) The same
place. Yet Jeremiah and others spoke in the gates and courts of the Temple, cp. ch. 19:14; 35:2, 4; 36:5-10; also 28:1, 5. 4) In ch.
26 only the main thoughts of ch. 7 are repeated. That does not prove identity! 5) The reference to Shiloh. Why should not Shiloh
have been repeatedly mentioned as a warning example of the folly of relying on external possession of God’s house? A warning
like this was not only possible, but quite to be expected in the days of Josiah, when the Lord announced His readiness to fulfill
all the threats contained in the rediscovered Book of the Law (2 Kgs 22:16—20). One of these threats referred to the overturning
of Jerusalem ‘as Sodom and Gomorrah’ (Deut 29:23), involving the destruction of the Temple. Linking up with Huldah’s
message, Jeremiah may have reminded the Jews of the destruction of the Tabernacle at Shiloh as a warning against misplaced
trust in the Temple. In ch. 7 there is not the slightest indication of opposition. That also would fit well into the time of Josiah’s
reform.”?

Given the speculation involved in identifying Jeremiah 7 with Jeremiah 26, | have decided to go against the majority view and
place Jeremiah 7-10 just prior to the discovery of the Book of the Law (solidly within Josiah’s reign).

1 Theo. Laetsch, Jeremiah, pp. 93-94. See also F. B. Huey, Jr., “Jeremiah, Lamentations,” NAC, pp. 103—-104 and J. Barton Paine, “The
Arrangement of Jeremiah’s Prophecies,” JETS 07:4 (Fall 1964), pp. 121-128.
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2 Chronicles 34:3b-7

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the
priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring
forth out of the temple of the LoRD all the vessels that were
made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven:

and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron,
and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel.

5 And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of
Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the
cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them
also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon,
and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.

6 And he brought out the grove from the house of the LorD,
without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the
brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the
powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people.

7 And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by
the house of the LorRD, where the women wove hangings for the
grove.

8 And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and
defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense,
from Geba to Beersheba, and brake down the high places of the
gates that were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the
governor of the city, which were on a man’s left hand at the gate
of the city.

9 Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up to the
altar of the LorD in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the
unleavened bread among their brethren.

10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children
of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire to Molech.

11 And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had
given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the LorD, by
the chamber of Nathanmelech the chamberlain, which was in
the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with fire.

12 And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of
Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which
Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD,
did the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and
cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron.

13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were
on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon
the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of
the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of the
Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of
Ammon, did the king defile.

14 And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the groves,
and filled their places with the bones of men.

15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place
which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had
made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and
burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and

3b and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and
Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and the carved
images, and the molten images.

4 And they

brake down the altars of Baalim in his presence; and the images,
that were on high above them, he cut down;

and the groves, and the carved images, and the molten images,
he brake in pieces,

and made dust of them, and strowed

it upon the graves of them that had sacrificed unto them.
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burned the grove.

16 And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchers that
were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of
the sepulchers, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it,
according to the word of the LoRD which the man of God
proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. [1 Kgs 13:1-3]

17 Then he said, What title is that that | see? And the men of the
city told him, /It is the sepulcher of the man of God, which came
from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done
against the altar of Bethel.

18 And he said, Let him alone; let no man move his bones. So
they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that
came out of Samaria.

19 And all the houses also of the high places that were in the
cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke
the LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them according
to all the acts that he had done in Bethel.

20 And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there
upon the altars, and burned men’s bones upon them,

and returned to Jerusalem.

6 And so did he in the cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and
Simeon, even unto Naphtali, with their mattocks round about.
7a And when he had broken down the altars and the groves,
and had beaten the graven images into powder,

and cut down all the idols throughout all the land of Israel,

5 And he

burnt the bones of the priests upon their altars,

and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem.

7b he returned to Jerusalem.

2 Kings 22:3-7

U obe 0 AD b

2 Chronicles 34:8-14

3 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah,

that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah,
the son of Meshullam, the scribe,

to the house of the LORD, saying,

4 Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the silver
which is brought into the house of the LoRD, which the keepers
of the door have gathered of the people:

5 And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the work,
that have the oversight of the house of the LoRD: and let them
give it to the doers of the work which is in the house of the LorbD,
to repair the breaches of the house,

6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy timber
and hewn stone to repair the house.

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the
money that was delivered into their hand, because they dealt
faithfully.

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land, and the house,
he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah,

and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of
Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God.

9 And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered
the money that was brought into the house of God, which the
Levites that kept the doors had gathered of the hand of
Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Israel, and of
all Judah and Benjamin; and they returned to Jerusalem.

10 And they put it in the hand of the workmen that had the
oversight of the house of the LORD, and they gave it to the
workmen that wrought in the house of the LoRD, to repair and
amend the house:

11 Even to the artificers and builders gave they it, to buy hewn
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stone, and timber for couplings, and to floor the houses which
the kings of Judah had destroyed.

12 And the men did the work faithfully: and the overseers of
them were Jahath and Obadiah, the Levites, of the sons of
Merari; and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the
Kohathites, to set it forward; and other of the Levites, all that
could skill of instruments of music.

13 Also they were over the bearers of burdens, and were
overseers of all that wrought the work in any manner of service:
and of the Levites there were scribes, and officers, and porters.
14 And when they brought out the money that was brought into
the house of the Lorp, Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law
of the LORD given by Moses.

2 Kings 22:8-20

0 e 10rd AYe °

2 Chronicles 34:15-28

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe,
I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD.
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

9 And Shaphan the scribe came to the king,

and brought the king word again, and said,

Thy servants have gathered the money that was found

in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of

them that do the work, that have the oversight of the house of
the LORD.

10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying,

Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book.

And Shaphan read it before the king.

11 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of
the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam
the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and
Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king’s, saying,
13 Go ye, enquire of the LorD for me,

and for the people, and for all Judah,

concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the
wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book,

to do according unto all that which is written concerning us.
14 So Hilkiah the priest,

and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah,

went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son
of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe;

(now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;)

and they communed with her.

15 And she said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel,
Tell the man that sent you to me,

16 Thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will bring evil upon this place,
and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words

of the book which the king of Judah

hath read: [cf. Deut 28:15-68]

17 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense
unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all
the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be kindled
against this place, and shall not be quenched.

18 But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquire of the

15 And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the scribe,

I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD.

And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan.

16 And Shaphan carried the book to the king,

and brought the king word back again, saying,

All that was committed to thy servants, they do it.

17 And they have gathered together the money that was found
in the house of the LoRD, and have delivered it into the hand of
the overseers, and to the hand of the workmen.

18 Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying,

Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book.

And Shaphan read it before the king.

19 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of
the law, that he rent his clothes.

20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam

the son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king’s, saying,
21 Go, enquire of the LorD for me,

and for them that are left in Israel and in Judah,

concerning the words of the book that is found: for great is the
wrath of the LORD that is poured out upon us, because our
fathers have not kept the word of the LoRD,

to do after all that is written in this book.

22 And Hilkiah,

and they that the king had appointed,

went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe;

(now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college:)

and they spake to her to that effect.

23 And she answered them, Thus saith the LoRD God of Israel,
Tell ye the man that sent you to me,

24 Thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will bring evil upon this place,
and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the curses that are
written in the book which they have read before the king of
Judah:

25 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense
unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all
the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be poured
out upon this place, and shall not be quenched.

26 And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to enquire of the
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LorD, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the LOrRD God of Israel,
As touching the words which thou hast heard;

19 Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled
thyself before the LoRD, when thou heardest what | spake
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof,

that they should become a desolation and a curse,

and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me;

| also have heard thee, saith the LORD.

20 Behold therefore, | will gather thee unto thy fathers,

and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace;

and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which | will bring upon
this place.

And they brought the king word again.

LORD, so shall ye say unto him, Thus saith the LOrRD God of Israel
concerning the words which thou hast heard;

27 Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble
thyself before God, when thou heardest his words

against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof,

and humbledst thyself before me,

and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me;

| have even heard thee also, saith the LORD.

28 Behold, | will gather thee to thy fathers,

and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace,

neither shall thine eyes see all the evil that | will bring upon
this place, and upon the inhabitants of the same.

So they brought the king word again.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) The account of Josiah’s religious reforms in Chronicles differs from that found in Kings. According to 2 Kings 22:3ff., the reform
is a one-time, all-embracing event, which took place at Josiah’s eighteenth year as a result of the discovery of the Book of the
Law. In Chronicles, the reform is seen as a prolonged process, beginning in the eighth year of Josiah’s reign, with the main phase
of the purge of the land belonging to the twelfth year of his reign. These stages of the reform predated the finding of the Law
and may been seen, along with Jeremiah’s preaching, as its cause. The reform is concluded by the events of the eighteenth year:
the renewing of the covenant and the celebration of the Passover.! My opinion at this time is that Kings contains a compressed
account of Josiah’s reforms and that Chronicles expands that account giving the hidden chronology. Thus | have re-ordered

Kings and harmonized it with Chronicles.

! Sara Japhet, “l & Il Chronicles,” The Old Testament Library, pp. 1017-1018.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—The Broken Covenant (c. Nisan [April] 622 BC)
Jeremiah 11-12

The Broken Covenant

11:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem;

3 And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant,

4 Which | commanded your fathers in the day that | brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey
my voice, and do them, according to all which | command you: so shall ye be my people, and | will be your God:

5 That | may perform the oath which | have sworn unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this
day. Then answered |, and said, So be it, O LoRD.

6 Then the LoRrD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the
words of this covenant, and do them.

7 For | earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that | brought them up out of the land of Egypt, even unto this day, rising
early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice.

8 Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart: therefore | will bring upon
them all the words of this covenant, which | commanded them to do; but they did them not.

Inescapable Punishment of the Covenant Breakers

9 And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

10 They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they went after other gods to
serve them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant which | made with their fathers.

11 Therefore thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will bring evil upon them, which they shall not be able to escape; and though they shall
cry unto me, | will not hearken unto them.

12 Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall
not save them at all in the time of their trouble.

13 For according to the number of thy cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have
ye set up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal.

Jeremiah Forbidden to Pray for the People

14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for | will not hear them in the time that they cry
unto me for their trouble.

15 What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy flesh is passed from
thee? when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest.

16 The LoRD called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it,
and the branches of it are broken.

17 For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of
Judah, which they have done against themselves to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal.

A Plot against Jeremiah’s Life

18 And the LorD hath given me knowledge of it, and | know it: then thou shewedst me their doings.

19 But | was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and | knew not that they had devised devices against me, saying,
Let us destroy the tree with the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be no more
remembered.

20 But, O Lorp of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee
have | revealed my cause.

God’s Assurance of Punishment of the Conspirators

21 Therefore thus saith the LORD of the men of Anathoth, that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy not in the name of the LoRD, that thou
die not by our hand:

22 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, | will punish them: the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their
daughters shall die by famine:

23 And there shall be no remnant of them: for | will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even the year of their visitation.

Jeremiah’s Question about the Prosperity of the Wicked

12:1 Righteous art thou, O LoRD, when | plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the
wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously?

2 Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far
from their reins.
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3 But thou, O LoORD, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,

and prepare them for the day of slaughter.

4 How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are
consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our last end.

God’s Answer

5 If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of
peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?

6 For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; yea, they have called a
multitude after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee.

God’s Rejection of His Inheritance

7 | have forsaken mine house, | have left mine heritage; | have given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies.
8 Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it crieth out against me: therefore have | hated it.
9 Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds round about are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field,

come to devour.

10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a

desolate wilderness.

11 They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it

to heart.

12 The spoilers are come upon all high places through the wilderness: for the sword of the LorD shall devour from the one end of the

land even to the other end of the land: no flesh shall have peace.

13 They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have put themselves to pain, but shall not profit: and they shall be ashamed of

your revenues because of the fierce anger of the LORD.

A Conditional Promise for Israel’s Neighbors

14 Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbors, that touch the inheritance which | have caused my people Israel to inherit;
Behold, I will pluck them out of their land, and pluck out the house of Judah from among them.
15 And it shall come to pass, after that | have plucked them out | will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring them

again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his land.

16 And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, The LORD liveth; as they taught
my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people.
17 But if they will not obey, | will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD.

2 Kings 23:1-3
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2 Chronicles 34:29-32

1 And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of
Judah and of Jerusalem.

2 And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the
men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him,

and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small
and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of
the covenant which was found in the house of the LoRD.

3 And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments
and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and

all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were
written in this book.

And

all the people stood to the covenant.

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of
Judah and Jerusalem.

30 And the king went up into the house of the LorD, and all the
men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

and the priests, and the Levites, and all the people, great and
small: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the
covenant that was found in the house of the LoRD.

31 And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before
the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments
and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with
all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant which are
written in this book.

32 And he caused

all that were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it.
And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant
of God, the God of their fathers.
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2 Kings 23:21-23
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2 Chronicles 35:1-19

21 And the king commanded all the people, saying,
Keep the passover unto the LORD your God,
as it is written in the book of this covenant.

1 Moreover Josiah
kept a passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem:

and they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month.

2 And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them
to the service of the house of the LORD,

3 And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were
holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon
the son of David king of Israel did build; it shall not be a burden
upon your shoulders: serve now the LORD your God, and his
people Israel,

4 And prepare yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after
your courses, according to the writing of David king of Israel,
and according to the writing of Solomon his son.

5 And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of the
families of the fathers of your brethren the people, and after the
division of the families of the Levites.

6 So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your
brethren, that they may do according to the word of the LORD by
the hand of Moses.

7 And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all
for the passover offerings, for all that were present, to the
number of thirty thousand, and three thousand bullocks: these
were of the king’s substance.

8 And his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the priests,
and to the Levites: Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the
house of God, gave unto the priests for the passover offerings
two thousand and six hundred small cattle, and three hundred
oxen.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his brethren, and
Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave unto
the Levites for passover offerings five thousand small cattle, and
five hundred oxen.

10 So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their
place, and the Levites in their courses, according to the king’s
commandment.

11 And they killed the passover, and the priests sprinkled the
blood from their hands, and the Levites flayed them.

12 And they removed the burnt offerings, that they might give
according to the divisions of the families of the people, to offer
unto the LORD, as it is written in the book of Moses. And so did
they with the oxen.

13 And they roasted the passover with fire according to the
ordinance: but the other holy offerings sod they in pots, and in
caldrons, and in pans, and divided them speedily among all the
people.

14 And afterward they made ready for themselves, and for the
priests: because the priests the sons of Aaron were busied in
offering of burnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore the
Levites prepared for themselves, and for the priests the sons of
Aaron.

15 And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place,
according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and
Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and the porters waited at
every gate; they might not depart from their service; for their




© Nathan E. Brown

August 7 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KIV Version

comeafterme.com

22 Surely there was not holden such a passover
from the days of the judges that judged Israel,
nor in all the days of the kings of Israel,

nor of the kings of Judah;

23 But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah,
wherein this passover was holden to the LORD in Jerusalem.

brethren the Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to
keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of
the LORD, according to the commandment of king Josiah.

17 And the children of Israel that were present kept the
passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven
days.

18 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel

from the days of Samuel the prophet;

neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah
kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel
that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah

was this passover kept.

2 Kings 23:24-27

ad Appeared

2 Chronicles 34:33

24 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards,
and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations

that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem,

did Josiah put away,

that he might perform the words of the law which were written
in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the
LORD.

25 And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned
to the LorD with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all
his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him
arose there any like him.

26 Notwithstanding the LoRrD turned not from the fierceness of
his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah,
because of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked
him withal.

27 And the LORD said, | will remove Judah also out of my sight, as
I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which
I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be
there.

33 And Josiah took away
all the abominations
out of all the countries that pertained to the children of Israel,

and made all that were present in Israel to serve,
even to serve the LORD their God.

And all his days they departed not from following the LoRD, the
God of their fathers.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—A Corrupt People and Their Punishment (c. 620—609 BC)
Jeremiah 13:1-14

The Ruined Linen Garment

1 Thus saith the LORD unto me, Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water.

2 So | got a girdle according to the word of the LORD, and put it on my loins.

3 And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying,

4 Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock.

5 So | went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me.

6 And it came to pass after many days, that the LORD said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which |
commanded thee to hide there.

7 Then | went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where | had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it
was profitable for nothing.

8 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

9 Thus saith the LorD, After this manner will | mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem.

10 This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, to serve
them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing.

11 For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have | caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole house
of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would
not hear.

The Smashed Wineskins

12 Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word; Thus saith the LorRD God of Israel, Every bottle shall be filled with wine: and they
shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled with wine?

13 Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings that sit upon
David’s throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness.

14 And | will dash them one against another, even the fathers and the sons together, saith the LorD: | will not pity, nor spare, nor
have mercy, but destroy them.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Catastrophes That Cannot Be Averted (c. 620-609 BC)

Jeremiah 14:1-15:9

A Severe Drought

14:1 The word of the LoRD that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth.

2 Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.

3 And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came to the pits, and found no water; they returned with their
vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads.

4 Because the ground is chapped, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads.

5 Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass.

6 And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there was no
grass.

Jeremiah Intercedes for the People

7 O Lorb, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned
against thee.

8 O the hope of Israel, the savior thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man
that turneth aside to tarry for a night?

9 Why shouldest thou be as a man astonished, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, art in the midst of us, and we
are called by thy name; leave us not.

God Commands Jeremiah to Stop Praying

10 Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth
not accept them; he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins.

11 Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good.

12 When they fast, | will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, | will not accept them: but I will
consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence.

Jeremiah Blames False Prophets
13 Then said |, Ah, Lord Gob! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but | will
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give you assured peace in this place.

God’s Judgment on the False Prophets

14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: | sent them not, neither have | commanded them, neither
spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of naught, and the deceit of their heart.

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and | sent them not, yet they say, Sword and
famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.

16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and
they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for | will pour their wickedness upon them.

Jeremiah’s Lament and Supplication

17 Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: for the
virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow.

18 If | go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if | enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with
famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a land that they know not.

19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked
for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!

20 We acknowledge, O LoRD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned against thee.

21 Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break not thy covenant with us.

22 Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD
our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.

The Futility of Intercession

15:1 Then said the LORD unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people: cast
them out of my sight, and let them go forth.

2 And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD; Such as
are for death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine; and such as are
for the captivity, to the captivity.

3 And | will appoint over them four kinds, saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaven, and
the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy.

4 And | will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for
that which he did in Jerusalem.

The End of God’s Pity

5 For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall go aside to ask how thou doest?

6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: therefore will | stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy
thee; | am weary with repenting.

7 And | will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; | will bereave them of children, | will destroy my people, since they return
not from their ways.

8 Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: | have brought upon them against the mother of the young men a
spoiler at noonday: | have caused him to fall upon it suddenly, and terrors upon the city.

9 She that hath borne seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone down while it was yet day: she hath been
ashamed and confounded: and the residue of them will | deliver to the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Jeremiah’s Complaint and God’s Rebuke (c. 620—609 BC)
Jeremiah 15:10-21

Jeremiah Feels Sorry for Himself

10 Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! | have neither lent
on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me.

11 The LoRD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily | will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in
the time of affliction.

12 Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel?

13 Thy substance and thy treasures will | give to the spoil without price, and that for all thy sins, even in all thy borders.

14 And | will make thee to pass with thine enemies into a land which thou knowest not: for a fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall
burn upon you.

15 O LorD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy longsuffering:
know that for thy sake | have suffered rebuke.
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16 Thy words were found, and | did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for | am called by thy
name, O LORD God of hosts.

17 | sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced; | sat alone because of thy hand: for thou hast filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a liar, and
as waters that fail?

God Rebukes Jeremiah

19 Therefore thus saith the LorD, If thou return, then will | bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth
the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them.

20 And | will make thee unto this people a fenced brazen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against
thee: for | am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the LoRD.

21 And | will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and | will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Threats and Promises (c. 620-609 BC)
Jeremiah 16

Jeremiah Forbidden to Marry

1 The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying,

2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place.

3 For thus saith the LORD concerning the sons and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, and concerning their mothers
that bare them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in this land;

4 They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon the face
of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their carcasses shall be meat for the fowls of heaven,
and for the beasts of the earth.

Jeremiah Forbidden to Mourn or Feast

5 For thus saith the LORD, Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor bemoan them: for | have taken away my
peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and mercies.

6 Both the great and the small shall die in this land: they shall not be buried, neither shall men lament for them, nor cut themselves,
nor make themselves bald for them:

7 Neither shall men tear themselves for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead; neither shall men give them the cup of
consolation to drink for their father or for their mother.

8 Thou shalt not also go into the house of feasting, to sit with them to eat and to drink.

Judah’s Coming Punishment

9 For thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will cause to cease out of this place in your eyes, and in your days, the
voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride.

10 And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt shew this people all these words, and they shall say unto thee, Wherefore hath the
LorD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD
our God?

11 Then shalt thou say unto them, Because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the LorD, and have walked after other gods, and
have served them, and have worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not kept my law;

12 And ye have done worse than your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one after the imagination of his evil heart, that they may
not hearken unto me:

13 Therefore will | cast you out of this land into a land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye serve other
gods day and night; where | will not shew you favor.

God Foresees a Future Restoration

14 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LoORD, that it shall no more be said, The LoRD liveth, that brought up the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt;

15 But, The LorpD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had
driven them: and | will bring them again into their land that | gave unto their fathers.

Futility of Hiding from God

16 Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LorD, and they shall fish them; and after will | send for many hunters, and they shall
hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.

17 For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.

18 And first | will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine
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inheritance with the carcasses of their detestable and abominable things.

All Nations Will One Day Acknowledge the Lord

19 O Lorp, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from the ends of
the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit.

20 Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods?

21 Therefore, behold, | will this once cause them to know, | will cause them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know
that my name is The LORD.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Further Warnings and Exhortations (c. 620—-609 BC)
Jeremiah 17

Judah’s Indelible Sin

1 The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon
the horns of your altars;

2 Whilst their children remember their altars and their groves by the green trees upon the high hills.

3 O my mountain in the field, | will give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy high places for sin, throughout all thy
borders.

4 And thou, even thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that | gave thee; and | will cause thee to serve thine enemies in the
land which thou knowest not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever.

A Choice of Curse or Blessing

5 Thus saith the LoRD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LoRbD.
6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.

7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.

8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh,
but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. [cf. Ps 1:3]

The Incurable Condition of the Human Heart

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.
11 As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst
of his days, and at his end shall be a fool.

Jeremiah’s Appeal for Vindication

12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.

13 O LoRrD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth,
because they have forsaken the LoRD, the fountain of living waters.

14 Heal me, O LORD, and | shall be healed; save me, and | shall be saved: for thou art my praise.

15 Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the LORD? let it come now.

16 As for me, | have not hastened from being a pastor to follow thee: neither have | desired the woeful day; thou knowest: that
which came out of my lips was right before thee.

17 Be not a terror unto me: thou art my hope in the day of evil.

18 Let them be confounded that persecute me, but let not me be confounded: let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed:
bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them with double destruction.

Warning About Sabbath Observance

19 Thus said the LORD unto me; Go and stand in the gate of the children of the people, whereby the kings of Judah come in, and by
the which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem;

20 And say unto them, Hear ye the word of the LoRD, ye kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter
in by these gates:

21 Thus saith the LorD; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the sabbath day, as |
commanded your fathers.

23 But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction.

24 And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the LORD, to bring in no burden through the gates of this city on
the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no work therein;

25 Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on
horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever.

26 And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the
plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and
bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house of the LORD.

27 But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem
on the sabbath day; then will | kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be
guenched.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—The Visit to the Potter (c. 620—609 BC)

Jeremiah 18

The Message of the Potter

1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LoORD, saying,

2 Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there | will cause thee to hear my words.

3 Then | went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.

4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to
the potter to make it.

5 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

6 O house of Israel, cannot | do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine
hand, O house of Israel.

7 At what instant | shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it;

8 If that nation, against whom | have pronounced, turn from their evil, | will repent of the evil that | thought to do unto them.

9 And at what instant | shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it;

10 If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then | will repent of the good, wherewith | said | would benefit them.

11 Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LorD; Behold, | frame
evil against you, and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings
good.

12 And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil
heart.

Punishment of a Forgetful People

13 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ask ye now among the heathen, who hath heard such things: the virgin of Israel hath done a very
horrible thing.

14 Will a man leave the snow of Lebanon which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing waters that come from
another place be forsaken?

15 Because my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in their ways
from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not cast up;

16 To make their land desolate, and a perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his head.

17 1 will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; | will shew them the back, and not the face, in the day of their
calamity.

A Plot against Jeremiah

18 Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from
the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.
19 Give heed to me, O LoRD, and hearken to the voice of them that contend with me.

20 Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remember that | stood before thee to speak good for
them, and to turn away thy wrath from them.

21 Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour out their blood by the force of the sword; and let their wives be
bereaved of their children, and be widows; and let their men be put to death; /et their young men be slain by the sword in battle.
22 Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for they have digged a pit to take me,
and hid snares for my feet.

23 Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their counsel against me to slay me: forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their sin from thy sight,
but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus with them in the time of thine anger.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Lessons from a Broken Clay Jar (c. 620—609 BC)
Jeremiah 19

Assembling at the Valley of Ben Hinnom

1 Thus saith the LORD, Go and get a potter’s earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests;
2 And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words that | shall
tell thee,

3 And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of
Israel; Behold, | will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle.

4 Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they
nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents;

5 They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which | commanded not, nor
spake it, neither came it into my mind:
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6 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of
Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.

7 And | will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and | will cause them to fall by the sword before their
enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcasses will | give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and
for the beasts of the earth.

8 And | will make this city desolate, and an hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the
plagues thereof.

9 And | will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his
friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them.

The Broken Jar and Its Symbolic Meaning

10 Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with thee,

11 And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will | break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s
vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no place to bury.

12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city as Tophet:

13 And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of Tophet, because of all the
houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto other
gods.

14 Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the court of the LORD’s house; and
said to all the people,

15 Thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will bring upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that | have
pronounced against it, because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Jeremiah’s Humiliation and Despair (c. 620-609 BC)
Jeremiah 20

Pashhur’s Punishment of Jeremiah

1 Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied
these things.

2 Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the
house of the LORD.

3 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, The LorD
hath not called thy name Pashur, but Magormissabib.

4 For thus saith the LorD, Behold, | will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their
enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and | will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive
into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword.

5 Moreover | will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labors thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the
treasures of the kings of Judah will | give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them to
Babylon.

6 And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt
die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies.

Jeremiah Bemoans His Lot

7 O LorD, thou hast deceived me, and | was deceived: thou art stronger than |, and hast prevailed: | am in derision daily, every one
mocketh me.

8 For since | spake, | cried out, | cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a
derision, daily.

9 Then | said, | will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut
up in my bones, and | was weary with forbearing, and | could not stay.

10 For | heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my familiars watched for my
halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him.

Jeremiah Prays for Vengeance

11 But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be
greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten.

12 But, O LoRrD of hosts, that triest the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee
have | opened my cause.

13 Sing unto the LoORD, praise ye the LoRD: for he hath delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers.
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Jeremiah’s Curses the Day of His Birth (Echoes of Job)
14 Cursed be the day wherein | was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare me be blessed.
15 Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him very glad.

16 And let that man be as the cities which the LORD overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear the cry in the morning, and the
shouting at noontide;

17 Because he slew me not from the womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, and her womb to be always great with
me.

18 Wherefore came | forth out of the womb to see labor and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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29 In his days

Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt went up
against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates:
and king Josiah went against him;

and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him.

30a And his servants

carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo,
and brought him to Jerusalem,

and buried him in his own sepulcher.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah,

and all that he did, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30b And the people of the land

took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him,
and made him king in his father’s stead.

35:20 After all this,

when Josiah had prepared the temple,

Necho king of Egypt came up

to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates:

and Josiah went out against him.

21 But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have | to do
with thee, thou king of Judah? / come not against thee this day,
but against the house wherewith | have war: for God
commanded me to make haste: forbear thee from meddling
with God, who is with me, that he destroy thee not.

22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but
disguised himself, that he might fight with him, and hearkened
not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of God, and came
to fight in the valley of Megiddo.

23 And the archers shot at king Josiah;

and the king said to his servants,

Have me away; for | am sore wounded.

24 His servants therefore took him out of that chariot,

and put him in the second chariot that he had;

and they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died,

and was buried in one of the sepulchers of his fathers.

And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.

25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men
and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to
this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold,
they are written in the lamentations.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness,
according to that which was written in the law of the LorD,

27 And his deeds, first and last, behold, they are written in the
book of the kings of Israel and Judah.

36:1 Then the people of the land

took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah,

and made him king in his father’s stead in Jerusalem.

eNnoahaz, JosSIid on, A 2S the

2 Kings 23:31-32

09 B
2 Chronicles 36:2

31 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to
reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.

And his mother’s name was Hamutal,

the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that his fathers had done.

2 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.

2 Kings 23:33—-35

2 Chronicles 36:3—4

33 And Pharaoh Necho

put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath,

that he might not reign in Jerusalem;

and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver,

and a talent of gold.

34 And Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in
the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim,
and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt,

3 And the king of Egypt

put him down at Jerusalem,

and condemned the land in an hundred talents of silver

and a talent of gold.

4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakim.

And Necho took Jehoahaz his brother, and carried him to Egypt.
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and died there.

35 And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh;

but he taxed the land to give the money according to the
commandment of Pharaoh: he exacted the silver and the gold of
the people of the land, of every one according to his taxation,

to give it unto Pharaoh Necho.

eholIad ehoahna Brother, A e e ohe o oF Octobe JICH:
2 Kings 23:36—37 2 Chronicles 36:5
36 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to 5 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to
reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem:

And his mother’s name was Zebudah,
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

37 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LoRD, and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LorD his God.
according to all that his fathers had done.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—A Tale of Three Kings (609/608 BC)
Jeremiah 22

A Message for King Jehoiakim and Jerusalem

1 Thus saith the LORD; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word,

2 And say, Hear the word of the LoRD, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people
that enter in by these gates:

3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no
wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in
chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people.

5 But if ye will not hear these words, | swear by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a desolation.

6 For thus saith the LORD unto the king’s house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely | will make
thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited.

7 And | will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them
into the fire.

8 And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbor, Wherefore hath the LorRD done thus unto
this great city?

9 Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, and worshipped other gods, and served
them.

Judgment on Shallum (Jehoahaz)

10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: [Josiah] but weep sore for him that goeth away: [Jehoahaz] for he shall return no
more, nor see his native country.

11 For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went
forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more:

12 But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.

Judgment on Jehoiakim

13 Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbor’s service without
wages, and giveth him not for his work;

14 That saith, | will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is ceiled with cedar, and painted
with vermilion.

15 Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it
was well with him?

16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him: was not this to know me? saith the LORD.

17 But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for
violence, to do it.

18 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my
brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!

19 He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.
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The Consequences of Jerusalem’s Disobedience

20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed.

21 | spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, | will not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst
not my voice.

22 The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for
all thy wickedness.

23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the pain as
of a woman in travail!

The Future Fate of Jeconiah (Jehoiachin)

24 As | live, saith the LorD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck
thee thence;

25 And | will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

26 And | will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die.
27 But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not return.

28 Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed,
and are cast into a land which they know not?

29 O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.

30 Thus saith the LorD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper,
sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Promise of a Better Day (609/608 BC)
Jeremiah 23:1-8

Wicked Shepherds and Their Fate

1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them
away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.

The Coming Righteous King—Jesus

3 And | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds;
and they shall be fruitful and increase.

4 And | will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be
lacking, saith the LORD.

5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall
execute judgment and justice in the earth.

6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

7 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LoORD, that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which brought up the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt;

8 But, The LorbD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all
countries whither | had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Condemnation of False Prophets (609/608 BC)

Jeremiah 23:9-40

Condemnation of Godless Prophets and Priests

9 Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; | am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine
hath overcome, because of the LorD, and because of the words of his holiness.

10 For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up,
and their course is evil, and their force is not right.

11 For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have | found their wickedness, saith the LORD.

12 Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for | will bring
evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LoORD.

Evil Prophets of Samaria Compared to Prophets of Jerusalem

13 And | have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err.

14 | have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the
hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof
as Gomorrah.

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold, | will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink
the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land.

God Warns Judah to Reject the Message of the False Prophets

16 Thus saith the LoRrD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they
speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LoRD.

17 They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after
the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

18 For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath marked his word, and heard it?
19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LorD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the
wicked.

20 The anger of the LorD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter
days ye shall consider it perfectly.

21 | have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: | have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.

22 But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their
evil way, and from the evil of their doings.

23 Am | a God at hand, saith the LorD, and not a God afar off?

24 Can any hide himself in secret places that | shall not see him? saith the LorD. Do not | fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.

God’s Rejection of the Lying Prophets

25 | have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, | have dreamed, | have dreamed.

26 How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;
27 Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbor, as their fathers
have forgotten my name for Baal.

28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the
chaff to the wheat? saith the Lorbp.

29 Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LoRD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?

30 Therefore, behold, | am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbor.

31 Behold, | am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith.

32 Behold, | am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LoRD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies,
and by their lightness; yet | sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the LoRD.

The Burden of the Lord

33 And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the LORD? thou shalt then say unto
them, What burden? | will even forsake you, saith the LORD.

34 And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, The burden of the LoRrD, | will even punish that man and his
house.

35 Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbor, and every one to his brother, What hath the LorRD answered? and, What hath the
LORD spoken?

36 And the burden of the LorD shall ye mention no more: for every man’s word shall be his burden; for ye have perverted the words
of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God.

37 Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken?
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38 But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this word, The burden of the LorD, and |
have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of the LORD;

39 Therefore, behold, I, even |, will utterly forget you, and | will forsake you, and the city that | gave you and your fathers, and cast
you out of my presence:

40 And | will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.

Jeremiah Calls on Jehoiakim and Judah to Repent (609/608 BC)
Jeremiah 26

Another Temple Sermon (see Jeremiah 7-10)

1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word from the LORD, saying,

2 Thus saith the LorD; Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the
LoRrD’s house, all the words that | command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word:

3 If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that | may repent me of the evil, which | purpose to do unto them
because of the evil of their doings.

4 And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LorD; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which | have set before you,

5 To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom | sent unto you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have
not hearkened;

6 Then will | make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.

Arrest and Trial of Jeremiah

7 So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LoRD.

8 Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the
people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die.

9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an
inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

10 When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the king’s house unto the house of the LoRrD, and sat
down in the entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house.

11 Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath
prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears.

12 Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and
against this city all the words that ye have heard.

13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the
evil that he hath pronounced against you.

14 As for me, behold, | am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you.

15 But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and
upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your ears.

16 Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he hath spoken to
us in the name of the LORD our God.

17 Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, saying,

18 Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith
the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high
places of a forest. [Mic 3:12]

19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LorD, and besought the LorD, and the LorD
repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls.

Arrest and Slaying of Uriah the Prophet

20 And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LoRD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjathjearim, who prophesied
against this city and against this land according to all the words of Jeremiah:

21 And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death:
but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt;

22 And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt.

23 And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his
dead body into the graves of the common people.

Jeremiah is Released
24 Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the
people to put him to death.
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Jeremiah Warns Judah About the Coming Babylonian Attack (early 605 BC)
Jeremiah 25

Judah’s Refusal to Listen to the Prophets

1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah,
that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon;

2 The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying,

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, the
word of the LORD hath come unto me, and | have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened.

4 And the LorD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor
inclined your ear to hear.

5 They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the LorD hath
given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever:

6 And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands; and |
will do you no hurt.

7 Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own
hurt.

Seventy Years of Punishment

8 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words,

9 Behold, | will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LorD, and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and
will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly
destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.

10 Moreover | will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the
bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle.

11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
12 And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that | will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the
Lorp, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.

13 And | will bring upon that land all my words which | have pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which
Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations.

14 For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and | will recompense them according to their deeds, and
according to the works of their own hands.

The Cup of God’s Wrath

15 For thus saith the LorRD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom |
send thee, to drink it.

16 And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that | will send among them.

17 Then took | the cup at the LORD’s hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me:

18 To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an
astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day;

19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people;

20 And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and
Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,

21 Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon,

22 And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings of the isles which are beyond the sea,

23 Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost corners,

24 And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert,

25 And all the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes,

26 And all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face of the
earth: and the king of Sheshach shall drink after them.

27 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and spew, and fall,
and rise no more, because of the sword which | will send among you.

28 And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts;
Ye shall certainly drink.

29 For, lo, | begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be
unpunished: for | will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LorD of hosts.

God’s Coming Judgment on All Nations
30 Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, and say unto them, The LoRrD shall roar from on high, and utter his voice
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from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the
inhabitants of the earth.

31 A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he
will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the LorD.

32 Thus saith the LorD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
coasts of the earth.

33 And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.

34 Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of
your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel.

35 And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape.

36 A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the LORD hath spoiled their
pasture.

37 And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the Lorb.

38 He hath forsaken his covert, as the lion: for their land is desolate because of the fierceness of the oppressor, and because of his
fierce anger.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Egypt (early 605 BC)

Jeremiah 46
Introduction to Jeremiah’s Messages Concerning the Nations
1 The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Gentiles;

Egypt’s Defeat at Carchemish (605 BC)

2 Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah.

3 Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle.

4 Harness the horses; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your helmets; furbish the spears, and put on the brigandines.
5 Wherefore have | seen them dismayed and turned away back? and their mighty ones are beaten down, and are fled apace, and
look not back: for fear was round about, saith the LoRD.

6 Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates.

7 Who is this that cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers?

8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, | will go up, and will cover the earth; | will
destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof.

9 Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the
shield; and the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow.

10 For this is the day of the Lord Gob of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall
devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord Gobp of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the
river Euphrates.

11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines; for thou shalt not be
cured.

12 The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, and
they are fallen both together.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Future Invasion of Egypt (568/7 BC)

13 The word that the LORD spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon should come and smite the land of
Egypt.

14 Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; for the
sword shall devour round about thee.

15 Why are thy valiant men swept away? they stood not, because the LorD did drive them.

16 He made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and to the land of
our nativity, from the oppressing sword.

17 They did cry there, Pharaoh [Amasis] king of Egypt is but a noise; he hath passed the time appointed.

18 As | live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so
shall he come.

19 O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity: for Noph shall be waste and desolate without an
inhabitant.

20 Egypt is like a very fair heifer, but destruction cometh; it cometh out of the north.

21 Also her hired men are in the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away together: they did
not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and the time of their visitation.

22 The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall march with an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood.
23 They shall cut down her forest, saith the LoRD, though it cannot be searched; because they are more than the grasshoppers, and
are innumerable.

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded; she shall be delivered into the hand of the people of the north.

A Word of Hope to Egypt

25 The LorD of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, | will punish the multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their gods, and
their kings; even Pharaoh, and all them that trust in him:

26 And | will deliver them into the hand of those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into
the hand of his servants: and afterward it shall be inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the LoRD.

Words of Assurance to Israel

27 But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, | will save thee from afar off, and thy seed from
the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.

28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the LORD: for | am with thee; for | will make a full end of all the nations whither | have
driven thee: but | will not make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet will | not leave thee wholly unpunished.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Philistia (early 605 BC)
Jeremiah 47

1 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh smote Gaza.

2 Thus saith the LorD; Behold, waters rise up out of the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow the land, and all
that is therein; the city, and them that dwell therein: then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the land shall howl.

3 At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong horses, at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rumbling of his wheels, the
fathers shall not look back to their children for feebleness of hands;

4 Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: for the
LorD will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor.

5 Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself?

6 O thou sword of the LorD, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still.

7 How can it be quiet, seeing the LORD hath given it a charge against Ashkelon, and against the sea shore? there hath he appointed it.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Moab (early 605 Bc)

Jeremiah 48

The Destruction of Moab

1 Against Moab thus saith the LoORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Woe unto Nebo! for it is spoiled: Kiriathaim is confounded and taken:
Misgab is confounded and dismayed.

2 There shall be no more praise of Moab: in Heshbon they have devised evil against it; come, and let us cut it off from being a nation.
Also thou shalt be cut down, O Madmen; the sword shall pursue thee.

3 A voice of crying shall be from Horonaim, spoiling and great destruction.

4 Moab is destroyed; her little ones have caused a cry to be heard.

5 For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping shall go up; for in the going down of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of
destruction.

6 Flee, save your lives, and be like the heath in the wilderness.

7 For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy treasures, thou shalt also be taken: and Chemosh shall go forth into captivity
with his priests and his princes together.

8 And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: the valley also shall perish, and the plain shall be destroyed, as
the LORD hath spoken.

9 Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get away: for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without any to dwell therein.

10 Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LorD deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back his sword from blood.

The Humbling of a Complacent Nation

11 Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither
hath he gone into captivity: therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed.

12 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LorD, that | will send unto him wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, and shall
empty his vessels, and break their bottles.

13 And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel their confidence.

14 How say ye, We are mighty and strong men for the war?

15 Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of her cities, and his chosen young men are gone down to the slaughter, saith the King, whose
name is the LORD of hosts.

16 The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his affliction hasteth fast.

17 All ye that are about him, bemoan him; and all ye that know his name, say, How is the strong staff broken, and the beautiful rod!

Judgment on Moab’s Cities

18 Thou daughter that dost inhabit Dibon, come down from thy glory, and sit in thirst; for the spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee,
and he shall destroy thy strong holds.

19 O inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way, and espy; ask him that fleeth, and her that escapeth, and say, What is done?

20 Moab is confounded; for it is broken down: howl and cry; tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is spoiled,

21 And judgment is come upon the plain country; upon Holon, and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath,

22 And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Bethdiblathaim,

23 And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Bethgamul, and upon Bethmeon,

24 And upon Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near.

25 The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith the LORD.

The Futility of Moab’s Insolence
26 Make ye him drunken: for he magnified himself against the LORD: Moab also shall wallow in his vomit, and he also shall be in
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derision.

27 For was not Israel a derision unto thee? was he found among thieves? for since thou spakest of him, thou skippedst for joy.

28 O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell in the rock, and be like the dove that maketh her nest in the sides of the
hole’s mouth.

29 We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is exceeding proud) his loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtiness of
his heart.

30 I know his wrath, saith the LORD; but it shall not be so; his lies shall not so effect it.

Lament for Moab

31 Therefore will | howl for Moab, and | will cry out for all Moab; mine heart shall mourn for the men of Kirheres.

32 O vine of Sibmah, | will weep for thee with the weeping of Jazer: thy plants are gone over the sea, they reach even to the sea of
Jazer: the spoiler is fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon thy vintage.

33 And joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful field, and from the land of Moab; and | have caused wine to fail from the
winepresses: none shall tread with shouting; their shouting shall be no shouting.

34 From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto Jahaz, have they uttered their voice, from Zoar even unto Horonaim,
as an heifer of three years old: for the waters also of Nimrim shall be desolate.

35 Moreover | will cause to cease in Moab, saith the LorD, him that offereth in the high places, and him that burneth incense to his
gods.

36 Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab like pipes, and mine heart shall sound like pipes for the men of Kirheres: because the
riches that he hath gotten are perished.

37 For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped: upon all the hands shall be cuttings, and upon the loins sackcloth.

38 There shall be lamentation generally upon all the housetops of Moab, and in the streets thereof: for | have broken Moab like a
vessel wherein is no pleasure, saith the LORD.

39 They shall howl, saying, How is it broken down! how hath Moab turned the back with shame! so shall Moab be a derision and a
dismaying to all them about him.

Moab’s Punishment and Restoration

40 For thus saith the LoRrD; Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall spread his wings over Moab.

41 Kerioth is taken, and the strong holds are surprised, and the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that day shall be as the heart of a
woman in her pangs.

42 And Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, because he hath magnified himself against the LoRD.

43 Fear, and the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moab, saith the LoRD.

44 He that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for | will bring
upon it, even upon Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the LORD.

45 They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon because of the force: but a fire shall come forth out of Heshbon, and a flame
from the midst of Sihon, and shall devour the corner of Moab, and the crown of the head of the tumultuous ones.

46 Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people of Chemosh perisheth: for thy sons are taken captives, and thy daughters captives.

47 Yet will | bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, saith the LoRD. Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Ammon (early 605 BC)
Jeremiah 49:1-6

1 Concerning the Ammonites, thus saith the LORD; Hath Israel no sons? hath he no heir? why then doth their king inherit Gad, and his
people dwell in his cities?

2 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it
shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith
the LORD.

3 Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled: cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth; lament, and run to and fro by the hedges;
for their king shall go into captivity, and his priests and his princes together.

4 Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys, thy flowing valley, O backsliding daughter? that trusted in her treasures, saying, Who shall
come unto me?

5 Behold, | will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord Gobp of hosts, from all those that be about thee; and ye shall be driven out
every man right forth; and none shall gather up him that wandereth.

6 And afterward | will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the LORD.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Edom (early 605 BC)
Jeremiah 49:7-22

7 Concerning Edom, thus saith the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished from the prudent? is their
wisdom vanished?

8 Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan; for | will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that | will visit him.
9 If grape-gatherers come to thee, would they not leave some gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they will destroy till they have
enough.

10 But | have made Esau bare, | have uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be able to hide himself: his seed is spoiled, and his
brethren, and his neighbors, and he is not.

11 Leave thy fatherless children, | will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in me.

12 For thus saith the LorD; Behold, they whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunken; and art thou he that
shall altogether go unpunished? thou shalt not go unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it.

13 For | have sworn by myself, saith the LORD, that Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse; and all the
cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes.

14 1 have heard a rumor from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent unto the heathen, saying, Gather ye together, and come against
her, and rise up to the battle.

15 For, lo, | will make thee small among the heathen, and despised among men.

16 Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that holdest the
height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, | will bring thee down from thence, saith the LoRbD.

17 Also Edom shall be a desolation: every one that goeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof.

18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof, saith the LORD, no man shall abide there, neither
shall a son of man dwell in it.

19 Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan against the habitation of the strong: but | will suddenly make him
run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that | may appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time?
and who is that shepherd that will stand before me?

20 Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD, that he hath taken against Edom; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against the
inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out: surely he shall make their habitations desolate with them.
21 The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the cry the noise thereof was heard in the Red sea.

22 Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah: and at that day shall the heart of the mighty men
of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her pangs.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Damascus (early 605 BC)

Jeremiah 49:23-27
23 Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: for they have heard evil tidings: they are fainthearted; there is sorrow
on the sea; it cannot be quiet.
24 Damascus is waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on her: anguish and sorrows have taken her, as a
woman in travail.
25 How is the city of praise not left, the city of my joy!
26 Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the LORD of hosts.
27 And | will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of Benhadad.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Kedar and Hazor (early 605 BC)

Jeremiah 49:28-33
28 Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith the LORD;
Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of the east.
29 Their tents and their flocks shall they take away: they shall take to themselves their curtains, and all their vessels, and their
camels; and they shall cry unto them, Fear is on every side.
30 Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor, saith the LorD; for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon hath taken
counsel against you, and hath conceived a purpose against you.
31 Arise, get you up unto the wealthy nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the LoRD, which have neither gates nor bars, which
dwell alone.
32 And their camels shall be a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a spoil: and | will scatter into all winds them that are in the
utmost corners; and | will bring their calamity from all sides thereof, saith the LoRD.
33 And Hazor shall be a dwelling for dragons, and a desolation for ever: there shall no man abide there, nor any son of man dwell in
it.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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God Tells Jeremiah to Write the Prophecies on a Scroll (early 605 BC)

Jeremiah 36:1-8
1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the
LORD, saying,
2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that | have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and
against all the nations, from the day | spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day.
3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which | purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his
evil way; that | may forgive their iniquity and their sin.
4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he
had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.
5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, | am shut up; | cannot go into the house of the LORD:
6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in
the LORD’s house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities.
7 It may be they will present their supplication before the Lorp, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger
and the fury that the LorRD hath pronounced against this people.
8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the
LORD in the LORD’s house.

Jeremiah Gives Baruch a Message from God (early 605 BC)
Jeremiah 45

Baruch’s Complaint

1 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the
mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying,

2 Thus saith the LoRrD, the God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch;

3 Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for the LORD hath added grief to my sorrow; | fainted in my sighing, and | find no rest.

The Lord’s Assurance

4 Thus shalt thou say unto him, The LORD saith thus; Behold, that which | have built will | break down, and that which | have planted |
will pluck up, even this whole land.

5 And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the LorD: but thy life will |
give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest.

Nebuchadnezzar’s [Babylon] First Siege of Jerusalem (June 605—-January 604 BC)

2 Kings 24:1a 2 Chronicles 36:6a Daniel 1:1
1a In his days 1 In the third year of the reign of
6a Against him Jehoiakim king of Judah

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, | came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, | came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

and Jehoiakim became his servant three
years:

Jehoiakim Burns Jeremiah’s Scroll (December 605 BC)

Jeremiah 36:9-32

Baruch Reads the Scroll at the Temple

9 And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast
before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem.

10 Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan
the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD’s house, in the ears of all the people.

Baruch Reads the Scroll to the Officials

11 When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD,

12 Then he went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe,
and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of
Hananiah, and all the princes.

13 Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.

14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in
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thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand,
and came unto them.

15 And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears.

16 Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will
surely tell the king of all these words.

17 And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth?

18 Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and | wrote them with ink in the book.

19 Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.

Jehudi Reads the Scroll to Jehoiakim

20 And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words
in the ears of the king.

21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the
king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king.

22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him.

23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was
on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.

24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.

25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he
would not hear them.

26 But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to
take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LorD hid them.

Baruch Rewrites the Scroll

27 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the
mouth of Jeremiah, saying,

28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath
burned.

29 And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LoRD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written
therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?
30 Therefore thus saith the LorD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body
shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.

31 And | will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and | will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that | have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not.

32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of
Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them
many like words.

Jehoiakim Taken to Babylon (February 604 BC)

2 Chronicles 36:6b—7 Daniel 1:2
2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,

6b and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon.
7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried

of the vessels of the house of the LORD with part of the vessels of the house of God:
to Babylon, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god;
and put them in his temple at Babylon. and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.
Daniel and His Friends are Exiled to Babylon (February 604 Bc)
Daniel 1:3-17

Daniel and His Three Friends

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the
king’s seed, and of the princes;

4 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favored, and skillful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding
science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the
Chaldeans.

5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years,
that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.
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6 Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:
7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of
Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.

Daniel’s Example of Appealing to Authority

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

9 Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, | fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why
should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.

The Test

11 Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

12 Prove thy servants, | beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s
meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of
the king’s meat.

16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

God Blesses Daniel With Wisdom
17 As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all
visions and dreams.

Daniel Enters Nebuchadnezzar’s Service (c. Fall 603 BC)

Daniel 1:18-21
18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar.
19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore
stood they before the king.
20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.
21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) “The first phrase of Daniel 1:1, ‘in the third year’ of Jehoiakim, has been a historical problem for interpreters because Jeremiah
25:1 equates the fourth year of Jehoiakim with Nebuchadnezzar’s first year. The problem is easily solved, however, when it is
noted that Jeremiah employs the nonaccession-year system for counting the years of a king’s reign. Under this system, if a king
began his reign in the middle of a year, this first, partial year was counted as his first year. Daniel, however, uses the accession-
year system that was current in Babylon under the Babylonian and Persian kings. This system did not count the partial year at
the beginning of a king’s reign. Thus under the nonaccession-year system used by Jeremiah, this was Jehoiakim’s fourth year,
counting his partial first (accession) year as his first year. However, under the accession-year system used by Daniel, this was
Jehoiakim’s third year, with his accession year not counted in the total.”?!

2) Jehoiakim’s fifth year began on Tishri 1 in the fall of 605 BC and ended on the last day of Elul in the fall of 604 BC. When
Jeremiah 36:9 says that the fast took place in the “ninth month of the fifth year,” this means that the fast took place in Kislev of
605 BC—months were always counted from Nisan, whether or not the regnal year started in Tishri and Nisan.?

1 Andrew E. Steinmann, “Daniel,” Concordia Commentary, (Concordia Publishing House, 2008), p. 81.

2 Rodger C. Young, “Tables of Reign Lengths from the Hebrew Court Recorders,” JETS 48.2 (June 2005): 225.
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3) Daniel’s Training.?

A) Critical scholars often point to the date notice at the beginning of chapter 2 as an inaccuracy in Daniel and a sign that the
author was confused over the sequence of the historical events. That confusion allegedly created another contradiction
between chapters 1 and 2. The second year of Nebuchadnezzar (2:1), they argue, would occur before the end of the three-
year period (1:5) prescribed before the young Judean men would complete their training (1:18). Their promotion to
positions of prominence in Babylon (2:48—-49) would then come before their interview with Nebuchadnezzar, which
completed their training (1:18-19).

B) However, there is no conflict here. Nebuchadnezzar’s second regnal year is actually the third year in the Daniel narratives.
The Babylonian system of reckoning the years of a king’s reign did not count his first partial (accession) year.
Nebuchadnezzar’s accession year lasted from 1 Elul 605 BC to the end of Adar 604 (September 7, 605—April 1, 604). His first
(full) regnal year was from 1 Nisan 604 to the end of Adar 603 (April 2, 604—March 21, 603). His second regnal year lasted
from 1 Nisan 603 to the end of Adar 602 (March 22, 603—April 9, 602). Since it was normal for people in the ancient Near
East to count partial years when reckoning time spans, the Judeans would have been in training during the last part of
Nebuchadnezzar’s accession year, his entire first year, and part of his second year, making three years according to Hebrew
count, fulfilling the “three years” in 1:5. Thus the notice that the events of chapter 2 took place in Nebuchadnezzar’s second
year (2:1) implies that it was shortly after Daniel and his companions had completed their training (1:18). Therefore,
chapter 2 immediately illustrates the statement in 1:20 that Daniel was superior in every way to Nebuchadnezzar’s other
wise men.

C) Thus the time notices in Daniel 1 and 2 imply this sequence of events:
(1) Nebuchadnezzar’s Accession Year (First Year of Training).

(a) Sometime between June 605 and January 604, Jerusalem capitulates to Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 1:1-2).
(Nebuchadnezzar assumes the throne in September 605.)

(b) In February 604, captives from the Judean nobility (1:3) are taken to Babylon.

(c) Sometime between February 604 and April 1, 604, Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael begin their training
(1:3-7). This is year 1 of that training.

(2) Nebuchadnezzar’s First Year (Second Year of Training).

(a) From April 2, 604, to March 21, 603, Nebuchadnezzar’s first regnal year, the Judeans are in training to serve in
Nebuchadnezzar’s court (1:8-17). This is year 2 of their training.

(3) Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Year (Third Year of Training).

(a) Sometime between March 22, 603, and fall 603, during Nebuchadnezzar’s second regnal year, the Judeans
complete their training (1:18-19, fulfilling 1:5). This is year 3 of their training.

(b) Also during his second regnal year, in fall 603 or winter 603—602, Nebuchadnezzar dreams the dream recorded in
Daniel 2; God reveals the dream and its interpretation to Daniel; and the Judeans are promoted (2:48—49).

3 Steinmann, p. 111-113.
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream (603/602 Bc)

Daniel 2

Circumstances of the Dream
1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and
his sleep brake from him.

The Futility of Pagan Interpreters

2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king
his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.

3 And the king said unto them, | have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.

4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the
interpretation.

5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the
interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.

6 But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honor: therefore shew
me the dream, and the interpretation thereof.

7 They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it.

8 The king answered and said, | know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me.

9 But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to
speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and | shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation
thereof.

10 The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king’s matter: therefore
there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.

11 And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.

12 For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

13 And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain.

Daniel’s Intervention

14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise
men of Babylon:

15 He answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known
to Daniel.

16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.
17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

18 That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with
the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his:

21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and
knowledge to them that know understanding:

22 He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.

23 | thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me
now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter.

24 Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus
unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and | will shew unto the king the interpretation.

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, | have found a man of the captives of Judah, that
will make known unto the king the interpretation.

26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which |
have seen, and the interpretation thereof?

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the
astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king;

28 But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter
days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;

29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth
secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass.

30 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that | have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall
make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.
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The Dream Revealed

31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the
form thereof was terrible.

32 This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,

33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.

34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and
brake them to pieces.

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

The Interpretation of the Dream

36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.

37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.

38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand,
and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.

39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the
earth.

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that
breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be
in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.

42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Response

46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and
sweet odors unto him.

47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of
secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.

48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon,
and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.

49 Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but
Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Jehoiakim Rebels Against Nebuchadnezzar (c. 601/600 Bc)
2 Kings 24:1b—-4

1b then he [Jehoiakim] turned and rebelled against him [Nebuchadnezzar].

2 And the LORD sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the
children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servants the
prophets.

3 Surely at the commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh,
according to all that he did;

4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the LorD would not pardon.

Jeremiah and the Rechabites (c. 600/599 BC)

Jeremiah 35

Jeremiah’s Test of the Rechabites’ Loyalty
1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LorD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying,
2 Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers,
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and give them wine to drink.

3 Then | took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the
Rechabites;

4 And | brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which
was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door:

5 And | set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and | said unto them, Drink ye wine.

Refusal to Break Jonadab’s Vow

6 But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine,
neither ye, nor your sons for ever:

7 Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may
live many days in the land where ye be strangers.

8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our
days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters;

9 Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed:

10 But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. [2 Kgs 10:15-28]
11 But it came to pass, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem
for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jerusalem.

The Lesson for Judah

12 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,

13 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive
instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD.

14 The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they
drink none, but obey their father’s commandment: notwithstanding | have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye
hearkened not unto me.

15 | have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from
his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to
you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me.

16 Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them;
but this people hath not hearkened unto me:

17 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem all the evil that | have pronounced against them: because | have spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and | have
called unto them, but they have not answered.

God’s Blessing on the Rechabites

18 And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the
commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you:

19 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for
ever.

2 Kings 24:5-7 2 Chronicles 36:8
5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, 8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim,
and all that he did, and his abominations which he did,

and that which was found in him,

are they not written in the book of behold, they are written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? the kings of Israel and Judah:
6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers:
and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead.
7 And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land:
for the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto
the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt.
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2 Kings 24:8-9 2 Chronicles 36:9
8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, 9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem:
And his mother’s name was Nehushta,
the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.
9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that his father had done.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—A Last Warning (c. January 597 Bc)

Jeremiah 13:15-27

and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LoRD.

The Threat of Captivity

15 Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken.

16 Give glory to the LoRD your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye
look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness.

17 But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with
tears, because the LORD’s flock is carried away captive.

18 Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down: for your principalities shall come down, even the crown of your
glory.

19 The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open them: Judah shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall be wholly
carried away captive.

The Humiliation of an Unclean People

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the north: where is the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock?

21 What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for thou hast taught them to be captains, and as chief over thee: shall not sorrows
take thee, as a woman in travail?

22 And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore come these things upon me? For the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts
discovered, and thy heels made bare.

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.

24 Therefore will | scatter them as the stubble that passeth away by the wind of the wilderness.

25 This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the LORD; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood.
26 Therefore will | discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy shame may appear.

27 | have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abominations on the hills in the fields.
Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it once be?
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2 Chronicles 36:10 Jeremiah 37:1

10 And when the year was
expired,

2 Kings 24:10-17 Jeremiah 52:28

10 At that time

the servants of
Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came up against
Jerusalem, and the city was

besieged.

11 And Nebuchadnezzar king king Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon came against the sent,

city, and his servants did

besiege it.

12 And Jehoiachin the king of
Judah went out to the king of
Babylon, he, and his mother,
and his servants, and his

princes, and his officers:
and the king of Babylon
took him

and brought him to Babylon,

28 This is the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar
carried away captive:
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in the eighth year of his reign.
13 And he carried out thence
all the treasures of the

house of the LORD, and the
treasures of the king’s house,
and cut in pieces all the vessels
of gold which Solomon king of
Israel had made in the temple
of the LORD, as the LORD had
said.

14 And he carried away all
Jerusalem, and all the princes,
and all the mighty men of
valor, even ten thousand
captives, and all the craftsmen
and smiths: none remained,
save the poorest sort of the
people of the land.

15 And he carried away
Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the
king’s mother, and the king’s
wives, and his officers, and the
mighty of the land, those
carried he into captivity from
Jerusalem to Babylon.

16 And all the men of might,
even seven thousand, and
craftsmen and smiths a
thousand, all that were strong
and apt for war, even them
the king of Babylon brought
captive to Babylon.

17 And the king of Babylon
made Mattaniah

his father’s brother king

in his stead,

and changed his name to
Zedekiah.

with the goodly vessels of the
house of the LORD,

and

made Zedekiah

his brother king

over Judah and Jerusalem.

1 And

king Zedekiah

the son of Josiah

reigned instead of Coniah the
son of Jehoiakim, whom
Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon made king in the land
of Judah.

in the seventh year

three thousand Jews and three
and twenty:

2 Kings 24:18-19
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Jeremiah 37:2

Jeremiah 52:1-2

2 Chronicles 36:11-12

18 Zedekiah was twenty and
one years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem.
And his mother’s name was
Hamutal, the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah.

19 And he did that which was
evil in the sight of the LORD,
according to all that Jehoiakim
had done.

2 But neither he,
nor his servants,
nor the people of the land,

1 Zedekiah was one and
twenty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem.
And his mother’s name was
Hamutal the daughter of
Jeremiah of Libnah.

2 And he did that which was
evil in the eyes of the LoRD,
according to all that Jehoiakim
had done.

11 Zedekiah was one and
twenty years old when he
began to reign, and reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem.

12 And he did that which was
evil in the sight of the LOrRD
his God,

and humbled not himself
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did hearken unto the words of
the LORD, which he spake by
the prophet Jeremiah.

before Jeremiah the prophet
speaking from the mouth of
the LORD.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Vision of Two Baskets of Figs (597 BC)

Jeremiah 24

Description of the Figs

1 The LorD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LoRrD, after that Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and
smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.

2 One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be
eaten, they were so bad.

3 Then said the LoRD unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And | said, Figs; the good figs, very good; and the evil, very evil, that
cannot be eaten, they are so evil.

Meaning of the Good Figs

4 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

5 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will | acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah,
whom | have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good.

6 For | will set mine eyes upon them for good, and | will bring them again to this land: and | will build them, and not pull them down;
and | will plant them, and not pluck them up.

7 And | will give them an heart to know me, that | am the LorD: and they shall be my people, and | will be their God: for they shall
return unto me with their whole heart.

Meaning of the Bad Figs

8 And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the LorD, So will | give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and
his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt:

9 And | will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and
a curse, in all places whither | shall drive them.

10 And | will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the land that | gave unto
them and to their fathers.

. Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exilesin Babylon (5978¢) |
Jeremiah 29

Sending of the Letter

1 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were
carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive
from Jerusalem to Babylon;

2 (After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the
smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;)

3 By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying,

Settle Down in Babylon

4 Thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom | have caused to be carried away from
Jerusalem unto Babylon;

5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;

6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may
bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.

7 And seek the peace of the city whither | have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LoRD for it: for in the
peace thereof shall ye have peace.

Warning against False Prophets

8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive
you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.

9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: | have not sent them, saith the LORD.

10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon | will visit you, and perform my good word toward
you, in causing you to return to this place.

11 For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the LoRD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you.

13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

14 And | will be found of you, saith the LoRrD: and | will turn away your captivity, and | will gather you from all the nations, and from
all the places whither | have driven you, saith the LorD; and | will bring you again into the place whence | caused you to be carried
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away captive.

15 Because ye have said, The LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon;

16 Know that thus saith the LORD of the king that sitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and
of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity;

17 Thus saith the LoRD of hosts; Behold, | will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile
figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil.

18 And | will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the
kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither | have
driven them:

19 Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LorRD, which | sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LoRD.

20 Hear ye therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivity, whom | have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon:

21 Thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a
lie unto you in my name; Behold, | will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and he shall slay them before
your eyes;

22 And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LorRD make thee like Zedekiah
and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire;

23 Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and have spoken lying
words in my name, which | have not commanded them; even | know, and am a witness, saith the LORD.

Shemaiah Resists Jeremiah’s Message

24 Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying,

25 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the people that are
at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying,

26 The LorRD hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye should be officers in the house of the LorD, for every
man that is mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him in prison, and in the stocks.

27 Now therefore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a prophet to you?

28 For therefore he sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long: build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and
eat the fruit of them.

God’s Message to the Exiles About Shemaiah

29 And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet.

30 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,

31 Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath
prophesied unto you, and | sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie:

32 Therefore thus saith the LorD; Behold, | will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell
among this people; neither shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the LORD; because he hath taught rebellion
against the LORD.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—Promises of Restoration (c. 597 BC)

Jeremiah 30

Introduction

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that | have spoken unto thee in a book.

3 For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LorD: and | will
cause them to return to the land that | gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.

Promise of Restoration for Israel

4 And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah.

5 For thus saith the LOrRD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace.

6 Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do | see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman
in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness?

7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.

8 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that | will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds,
and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him:

9 But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom | will raise up unto them.

10 Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, | will save thee from afar, and
thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.
11 For | am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though | make a full end of all nations whither | have scattered thee, yet will | not
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make a full end of thee: but | will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.

Promise of Healing for an Incurable Wound

12 For thus saith the LORD, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound is grievous.

13 There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines.

14 All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for | have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the
chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy sins were increased.

15 Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins were increased, |
have done these things unto thee.

16 Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and
they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will | give for a prey.

17 For | will restore health unto thee, and | will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying,
This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.

Promise of Restoration of the Fortunes of Israel

18 Thus saith the LorD; Behold, | will bring again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy on his dwelling-places; and the city
shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof.

19 And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make merry: and | will multiply them, and they shall not
be few; | will also glorify them, and they shall not be small.

20 Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be established before me, and | will punish all that oppress
them.

21 And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and | will cause him to draw
near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD.

22 And ye shall be my people, and | will be your God.

The Fierce Anger of the Lord

23 Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the head of the
wicked.

24 The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: in the
latter days ye shall consider it.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy to Judah—The New Covenant (c. 597 BC)

Jeremiah 31

The Rebuilding of Israel

1 At the same time, saith the LorD, will | be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.

2 Thus saith the LoRD, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when | went to cause him
to rest.

3 The LorD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, | have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have
I drawn thee.

4 Again | will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in
the dances of them that make merry.

5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall eat them as common things.

6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our
God.

Return of the Scattered People

7 For thus saith the LoRrD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O
LORD, save thy people, the remnant of Israel.

8 Behold, | will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the
lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither.

9 They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will | lead them: | will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight
way, wherein they shall not stumble: for | am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and
keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.

11 For the LorD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he.

12 Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lorp, for wheat, and for
wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not
sorrow any more at all.

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for | will turn their mourning into joy, and will
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comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.
14 And | will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.

The End of Rachel’s Weeping for Her Children

15 Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be
comforted for her children, because they were not. [Matt 2:17-18]

16 Thus saith the LorD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD;
and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.

17 And there is hope in thine end, saith the LoRD, that thy children shall come again to their own border.

18 I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and | was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to
the yoke: turn thou me, and | shall be turned; for thou art the LorD my God.

19 Surely after that | was turned, | repented; and after that | was instructed, | smote upon my thigh: | was ashamed, yea, even
confounded, because | did bear the reproach of my youth.

20 Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since | spake against him, | do earnestly remember him still: therefore my
bowels are troubled for him; | will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LoRD.

21 Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again,
O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities.

22 How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall
compass a man.

Description of Future Blessing

23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof,
when | shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness.

24 And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks.

25 For | have satiated the weary soul, and | have replenished every sorrowful soul.

26 Upon this | awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me.

27 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with
the seed of beast.

28 And it shall come to pass, that like as | have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to
destroy, and to afflict; so will | watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LorbD.

Repudiation of a Popular Saying
29 In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.
30 But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.

Announcement of a New Covenant

31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

32 Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although | was an husband unto them, saith the LoRrD:

33 But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lorp, | will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LoRrb: for they shall all know
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no
more. [Heb 8:8-12; 10:16-17]

God’s Assurance of Israel’s Eternal Duration

35 Thus saith the LoRD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night,
which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:

36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me
for ever.

37 Thus saith the Lorb; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, | will also cast off
all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LoRD.

God’s Promise that Jerusalem Will be Rebuilt

38 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the
corner.

39 And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath.

40 And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the
horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Elam (c. 597-596 BC)
Jeremiah 49:34-39

34 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet against Elam in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah,
saying,

35 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, | will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might.

36 And upon Elam will | bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; and
there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come.

37 For | will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: and | will bring evil upon them,
even my fierce anger, saith the LORD; and | will send the sword after them, till | have consumed them:

38 And | will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence the king and the princes, saith the LORD.

39 But it shall come to pass in the latter days, that | will bring again the captivity of Elam, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Babylon’s Doom (c. 597-596 BC)
Jeremiah 50

Announcement of Babylon’s Doom

1 The word that the LORD spake against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet.

2 Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, Bel is
confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces.

3 For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: they
shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast.

4 In those days, and in that time, saith the LoRD, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and
weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD their God.

5 They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual
covenant that shall not be forgotten.

6 My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains:
they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their resting place.

7 All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said, We offend not, because they have sinned against the LORD,
the habitation of justice, even the LORD, the hope of their fathers.

8 Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the flocks.

9 For, lo, | will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north country: and they shall set
themselves in array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in
vain.

10 And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the LORD.

Explanation for Its Punishment

11 Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye are grown fat as the heifer at grass, and
bellow as bulls;

12 Your mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you shall be ashamed: behold, the hindermost of the nations shall be a
wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.

13 Because of the wrath of the LorD it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate: every one that goeth by Babylon shall
be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues.

14 Put yourselves in array against Babylon round about: all ye that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows: for she hath sinned
against the LORD.

15 Shout against her round about: she hath given her hand: her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown down: for it is the
vengeance of the LORD: take vengeance upon her; as she hath done, do unto her.

16 Cut off the sower from Babylon, and him that handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: for fear of the oppressing sword they
shall turn every one to his people, and they shall flee every one to his own land.

17 Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones.

The Restoration of Israel

18 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as | have punished
the king of Assyria.

19 And | will bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon mount
Ephraim and Gilead.

20 In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of
Judah, and they shall not be found: for | will pardon them whom | reserve.




© Nathan E. Brown August 16 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KJV Version comeafterme.com

God’s Wrath against Babylon

21 Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against it, and against the inhabitants of Pekod: waste and utterly destroy after them,
saith the LorD, and do according to all that | have commanded thee.

22 A sound of battle is in the land, and of great destruction.

23 How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a desolation among the nations!

24 | have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and thou wast not aware: thou art found, and also caught,
because thou hast striven against the LORD.

25 The LorDp hath opened his armory, and hath brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the work of the Lord Gop of
hosts in the land of the Chaldeans.

26 Come against her from the utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let nothing of her
be left.

27 Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the time of their visitation.

28 The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, the
vengeance of his temple.

29 Call together the archers against Babylon: all ye that bend the bow, camp against it round about; let none thereof escape:
recompense her according to her work; according to all that she hath done, do unto her: for she hath been proud against the LORD,
against the Holy One of Israel.

30 Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the LoRD.

31 Behold, | am against thee, O thou most proud, saith the Lord Gobp of hosts: for thy day is come, the time that | will visit thee.

32 And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: and | will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all
round about him.

The Desolation of Babylon

33 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The children of Israel and the children of Judah were oppressed together: and all that took them
captives held them fast; they refused to let them go.

34 Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is his name: he shall thoroughly plead their cause, that he may give rest to the land,
and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon.

35 A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the LORD, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, and upon her wise
men.

36 A sword is upon the liars; and they shall dote: a sword is upon her mighty men; and they shall be dismayed.

37 A sword is upon their horses, and upon their chariots, and upon all the mingled people that are in the midst of her; and they shall
become as women: a sword is upon her treasures; and they shall be robbed.

38 A drought is upon her waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is the land of graven images, and they are mad upon their idols.
39 Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: and
it shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation.

40 As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbor cities thereof, saith the LORD; so shall no man abide there, neither shall
any son of man dwell therein.

Babylon’s Helplessness

41 Behold, a people shall come from the north, and a great nation, and many kings shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.
42 They shall hold the bow and the lance: they are cruel, and will not shew mercy: their voice shall roar like the sea, and they shall
ride upon horses, every one put in array, like a man to the battle, against thee, O daughter of Babylon.

43 The king of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his hands waxed feeble: anguish took hold of him, and pangs as of a
woman in travail.

44 Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan unto the habitation of the strong: but | will make them suddenly
run away from her: and who is a chosen man, that | may appoint over her? for who is like me? and who will appoint me the time?
and who is that shepherd that will stand before me?

45 Therefore hear ye the counsel of the LORD, that he hath taken against Babylon; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against
the land of the Chaldeans: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out: surely he shall make their habitation desolate with them.
46 At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the nations.

Jeremiah’s Prophecy Concerning the Nations: Babylon’s Coming Fall (c. 597-596 BC)
Jeremiah 51:1-58

The Lord’s Vengeance on Babylon

1 Thus saith the Lorb; Behold, | will raise up against Babylon, and against them that dwell in the midst of them that rise up against
me, a destroying wind;

2 And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day of trouble they shall be against her
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round about.

3 Against him that bendeth let the archer bend his bow, and against him that lifteth himself up in his brigandine: and spare ye not
her young men; destroy ye utterly all her host.

4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, and they that are thrust through in her streets.

5 For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the LorD of hosts; though their land was filled with sin against the Holy
One of Israel.

6 Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the LORD’s
vengeance; he will render unto her a recompense.

7 Babylon hath been a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine;
therefore the nations are mad.

8 Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: how! for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed.

9 We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment
reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies.

10 The LoRrD hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.

11 Make bright the arrows; gather the shields: the LorD hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes: for his device is against
Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the LORD, the vengeance of his temple.

12 Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the ambushes: for the LORD
hath both devised and done that which he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon.

13 O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness.

14 The LorbD of hosts hath sworn by himself, saying, Surely | will fill thee with men, as with caterpillars; and they shall lift up a shout
against thee.

A Hymn of Praise to the Lord

15 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by his
understanding.

16 When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens; and he causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends of
the earth: he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.

17 Every man is brutish by his knowledge; every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and
there is no breath in them.

18 They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.

19 The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things: and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the LORD of hosts is
his name.

God’s Power against Enemies

20 Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will | break in pieces the nations, and with thee will | destroy kingdoms;
21 And with thee will | break in pieces the horse and his rider; and with thee will | break in pieces the chariot and his rider;

22 With thee also will | break in pieces man and woman; and with thee will | break in pieces old and young; and with thee will | break
in pieces the young man and the maid;

23 | will also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock; and with thee will | break in pieces the husbandman and his yoke
of oxen; and with thee will | break in pieces captains and rulers.

24 And | will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith
the LORD.

25 Behold, | am against thee, O destroying mountain, saith the LorD, which destroyest all the earth: and I will stretch out mine hand
upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain.

26 And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the
LORD.

Nations Summoned against Babylon

27 Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations against her, call together against her
the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillars.
28 Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the land of
his dominion.

29 And the land shall tremble and sorrow: for every purpose of the LORD shall be performed against Babylon, to make the land of
Babylon a desolation without an inhabitant.

30 The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight, they have remained in their holds: their might hath failed; they became as
women: they have burned her dwelling places; her bars are broken.

31 One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to shew the king of Babylon that his city is taken at one
end,
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32 And that the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war are affrighted.

A Call for Retribution

33 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor, it is time to thresh her: yet a
little while, and the time of her harvest shall come.

34 Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me an empty vessel, he hath
swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, he hath cast me out.

35 The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabitants of
Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say.

God Answers the Call—Payback Time!

36 Therefore thus saith the LorD; Behold, | will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and | will dry up her sea, and make her
springs dry.

37 And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant.

38 They shall roar together like lions: they shall yell as lions’ whelps.

39 In their heat | will make their feasts, and | will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not
wake, saith the LORD.

40 | will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with he goats.

41 How is Sheshach taken! and how is the praise of the whole earth surprised! how is Babylon become an astonishment among the
nations!

42 The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof.

43 Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass
thereby.

44 And | will punish Bel in Babylon, and | will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed up: and the nations shall not
flow together any more unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall.

An Appeal to Flee from Babylon

45 My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the LorbD.

46 And lest your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumor that shall be heard in the land; a rumor shall both come one year, and after
that in another year shall come a rumor, and violence in the land, ruler against ruler.

47 Therefore, behold, the days come, that | will do judgment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her whole land shall be
confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.

48 Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for Babylon: for the spoilers shall come unto her from the north,
saith the LORD.

Another Warning of Babylon’s Coming Destruction

49 As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the earth.

50 Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not still: remember the LorD afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.
51 We are confounded, because we have heard reproach: shame hath covered our faces: for strangers are come into the sanctuaries
of the LORD’s house.

52 Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the LoRD, that | will do judgment upon her graven images: and through all her land the
wounded shall groan.

53 Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her strength, yet from me shall spoilers
come unto her, saith the LORD.

54 A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans:

55 Because the LORD hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of her the great voice; when her waves do roar like great waters, a
noise of their voice is uttered:

56 Because the spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her mighty men are taken, every one of their bows is broken: for
the LORD God of recompenses shall surely requite.

57 And | will make drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall sleep a
perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts.

58 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; and
the people shall labor in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall be weary.
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Jeremiah Sends the Babylon Prophecy (Tishri [October] 595—Adar [March] 594 BC)
Jeremiah 51:59-64

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, when he went with Zedekiah
the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And this Seraiah was a quiet prince.

60 So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even all these words that are written against Babylon.
61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and shalt see, and shalt read all these words;

62 Then shalt thou say, O LORD, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast,
but that it shall be desolate for ever.

63 And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of
Euphrates:

64 And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that | will bring upon her: and they shall be weary.
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) The historical context of Jeremiah 50-51 is the early years of the reign of Zedekiah (cf. Jer 51:59-64). Jeremiah’s prophecies
against Babylon were written on one scroll and taken to Babylon itself so they could be read aloud (51:60-61).
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Image and the Fiery Furnace (Tishri [October] 595—Adar [March] 594 BC)

Daniel 3

The Golden Image

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it
up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king
had set up.

3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the
provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,

5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and
worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:

6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all
the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

Daniel’s Friends Refuse to Worship

8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.

9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.

10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and
dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image:

11 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these
men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

Nebuchadnezzar Confronts Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these
men before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, /s it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship
the golden image which | have set up?

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of
music, ye fall down and worship the image which | have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this
matter.

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O
king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

The Fiery Furnace

19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego:
therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.

20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them
into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of
the burning fiery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men
that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast
three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, | see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth
is like the Son of God.

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of
the midst of the fire.
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27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had
passed on them.

Nebuchadnezzar Honors God

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and
delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor
worship any god, except their own God.

29 Therefore | make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can
deliver after this sort.

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.

Jeremiah Urges Submission to Babylon (Ab [August] 594 BC)
Jeremiah 27

Jeremiah Warns the Nations to Submit to and Serve Nebuchadnezzar

1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck,

3 And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to
the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah;

4 And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters;
5 | have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have
given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me.

6 And now have | given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field
have | given him also to serve him.

7 And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come: and then many nations and
great kings shall serve themselves of him.

8 And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and
that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will | punish, saith the LorD, with the sword, and with
the famine, and with the pestilence, until | have consumed them by his hand.

9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your
sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon:

10 For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that | should drive you out, and ye should perish.

11 But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own
land, saith the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein.

Jeremiah Warns Zedekiah to Submit to Babylon and Not to Listen to False Prophets

12 | spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live.

13 Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LoRD hath spoken against the
nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?

14 Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for
they prophesy a lie unto you.

15 For | have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that | might drive you out, and that ye might perish,
ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you.

Jeremiah Warns the Priests and all the People to Ignore the False Prophets

16 Also | spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that
prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the LORD’s house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they
prophesy a lie unto you.

17 Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city be laid waste?

18 But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the
vessels which are left in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon.

19 For thus saith the LorD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the
residue of the vessels that remain in this city,

20 Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from
Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem;
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21 Yea, thus saith the LoRrD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house
of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem;

22 They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that | visit them, saith the LorD; then will | bring them up,
and restore them to this place.

Conflict between Jeremiah and Hananiah (Ab [August] 594 BC)
Jeremiah 28

Hananiah’s False Prophecy

1 And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth
month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the LoRD, in the presence of
the priests and of all the people, saying,

2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, | have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon.

3 Within two full years will | bring again into this place all the vessels of the LORD’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took
away from this place, and carried them to Babylon:

4 And | will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into
Babylon, saith the Lorb: for | will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.

Jeremiah’s Response to Hananiah

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people
that stood in the house of the LoRbD,

6 Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the
vessels of the LORD’s house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon into this place.

7 Nevertheless hear thou now this word that | speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people;

8 The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against many countries, and against great
kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence.

9 The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that
the LORD hath truly sent him.

Hananiah’s Symbolic Act

10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and brake it.

11 And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the LorD; Even so will | break the yoke of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his
way.

Jeremiah Denounces Hananiah

12 Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the
neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,

13 Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LorD; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of
iron.

14 For thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; | have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and | have given him the beasts of the field also.

15 Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest
this people to trust in a lie.

16 Therefore thus saith the LorD; Behold, | will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast
taught rebellion against the LORD.

17 So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Chronological Notes

1) A Possible Historical Setting for Daniel 3.1

A) Unlike most of the major sections of Daniel, chapter 3 contains no chronological notice for the setting of the events it
relates.2 However, a careful investigation into the book of Jeremiah and into the surviving chronicles of Nebuchadnezzar’s
reign suggests a date of late December 594 or January 593 BC for the convocation to dedicate the golden statue.?

B) The Babylonian Chronicle states that a rebellion took place in Babylon from the month of Kislev (December 15, 595—January
12, 594) to the month of Tebeth (January 13—February 11, 594) in the tenth year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.*
Nebuchadnezzar suppressed the rebellion and also purged his army of those he suspected of supporting the uprising.®> At
the end of that year (the Babylonian year ended on April 11, 594), Nebuchadnezzar made a trip to his western provinces to
collect tribute from his vassals.® This trip was probably to enforce his authority in light of the rebellion that he recently
suppressed. Moreover, he returned to those western provinces with his army in the month of Kislev the next year
(December 4, 594—-January 1, 593).7

C) Earlyin Zedekiah's fourth year as king of Judah (which corresponds to the last six months of Nebuchadnezzar’s eleventh
year and the first six months of his twelfth year),® Zedekiah made a trip to Babylon (Jer 51:59-64). Zedekiah’s trip most
likely took place upon the return of Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, perhaps in late Kislev 594 (late December 594) or more
likely in Tebeth 593 (January 593). Zedekiah probably was asked to make this trip to profess his loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar.
However, it appears to have had the opposite effect, since later that year, before the end of month of Shebat (February 1-
March 1, 593),° Zedekiah, having returned to Jerusalem, plotted with emissaries from Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and
Sidon to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar, even though Jeremiah advised against this rebellion (Jer 27:1-22).

D) This sequence of events would yield a date of late December 594 or January 593 for Zedekiah’s trip to Babylon and his
return. The convocation in Daniel 3 is a likely setting for the destination of Zedekiah’s trip, since the trip probably was for
the purpose of ensuring his loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah would have been one of a number of vassals who were
brought to Babylon to demonstrate their loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar by worshiping the huge statue he erected. Most
commentators believe that the presupposition in the narrative of Daniel 3 is that willingness to bow down to the golden
image was equated with loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar.1®

! Sourced from Andrew E. Steinmann, “Daniel,” Concordia Commentary, (Concordia Publishing House, 2008), 167-170. The
footnotes that follow are also from Steinmann.

2 Both the Old Greek and Theodotion prefix the words &tou¢ dktwkadekdTou to the start of 3:1 to indicate that the convocation
took place in Nebuchadnezzar’s “eighteenth year.” However, these words probably are a secondary addition based on Jer 52:29.

3 The specific chronicle is preserved on tablet BM 21946. See Wiseman, Chronicles of Chaldean Kings, 66—75. The identification of
the chronological sequence that includes the convocation was first proposed by Shea, “Daniel 3,” AUSS 20.1 (Spring 1982): 29-52. It
has been favored by Dyer, “The Musical Instruments in Daniel 3,” 426—-27. Goldingay, Daniel, 69, notes Shea’s work without
comment. However, Miller, Daniel, 112, n. 24, and Collins, Daniel, 183, n. 47, reject this identification first proposed by Shea. Miller
states that the events probably occurred earlier in Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, and Collins calls the identification “unwarranted,” but
neither Miller nor Collins gives any reason for his position. More controversial and much less certain is Shea’s identification of three
officials of Nebuchadnezzar listed on a clay prism as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Shea, “Daniel 3,” 37-41, 46-50).

4 BM 21946, reverse, line 21 (Wiseman, Chronicles of Chaldean Kings, 72—73).
5 BM 21946, reverse, line 22 (Wiseman, Chronicles of Chaldean Kings, 72—73).
6 BM 21946, reverse, lines 23—24 (Wiseman, Chronicles of Chaldean Kings, 72-73).
7 BM 21946, reverse, line 25 (Wiseman, Chronicles of Chaldean Kings, 74-75).

8 Official years of Judean kings were reckoned as beginning in the fall with the beginning of the month of Tishri. Thus Zedekiah’s
fourth year began on 1 Tishri 594 (October 6, 594), six months after the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s eleventh year on 1 Nisan 594
(April 12, 594).

9 Jer 28:1 dates the false prophet Hananiah’s prophecy recorded in Jeremiah 28 to the fifth month (Shebat) of the same year as the
events recorded in Jeremiah 27.

10 Commentators who believe this include Archer, “Daniel,” 50; Baldwin, Daniel, 99; Collins, Daniel, 183; Goldingay, Daniel, 73;
Gowan, Daniel, 65; Leupold, Daniel, 135; Lucas, Daniel, 93; Miller, Daniel, 112; Montgomery, Daniel, 195; Walvoord, Daniel, 82;
Young, Daniel, 88.
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Ezekiel’s Vision of God (July 31, 593 BC)

Ezekiel 1:1-3:14

Introduction

1:1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as | was among the captives by the
river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and | saw visions of God.

2 In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity,

3 The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and
the hand of the LORD was there upon him.

The Windstorm
4 And | looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire enfolding itself, and a brightness was about
it, and out of the midst thereof as the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.

The Four Living Creatures

5 Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a
man.

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings.

7 And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the color of
burnished brass.

8 And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings.

9 Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward.

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the
face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.

11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two
covered their bodies.

12 And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went.

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it
went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning.

14 And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

The Wheels

15 Now as | beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces.

16 The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the color of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their
appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel.

17 When they went, they went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went.

18 As for their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them four.

19 And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the
wheels were lifted up.

20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for
the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

21 When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels
were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

The Platform

22 And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creature was as the color of the terrible crystal, stretched forth
over their heads above.

23 And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on this side,
and every one had two, which covered on that side, their bodies.

24 And when they went, | heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of

speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings.

25 And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings.

The Throne

26 And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and
upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.

27 And | saw as the color of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward,
and from the appearance of his loins even downward, | saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about.
28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This
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was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when | saw it, | fell upon my face, and | heard a voice of one that
spake.

God Sends Ezekiel to be His Prophet to the Exiles

2:1 And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and | will speak unto thee.

2 And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that | heard him that spake unto me.

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, | send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they
and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.

4 For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. | do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gop.
5 And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath
been a prophet among them.

6 And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost
dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house.

7 And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.

8 But thou, son of man, hear what | say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that |
give thee.

9 And when | looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein;

10 And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and mourning,
and woe.

Ezekiel and the Scroll

3:1 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel.

2 So | opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll.

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that | give thee. Then did | eat jt; and it
was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.

4 And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them.

5 For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel;

6 Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had | sent thee
to them, they would have hearkened unto thee.

7 But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and
hardhearted.

8 Behold, | have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads.

9 As an adamant harder than flint have | made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a
rebellious house.

10 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that | shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears.
11 And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the
Lord Gob; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.

12 Then the spirit took me up, and | heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LorRD from his
place.

13 | heard also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against
them, and a noise of a great rushing.

14 So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and | went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was
strong upon me.

Ezekiel Appointed as Watchman for Israel (August 6, 593 BC)

Ezekiel 3:15-27
15 Then | came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and | sat where they sat, and remained there
astonished among them seven days.
16 And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
17 Son of man, | have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them
warning from me.
18 When | say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will | require at thine hand.
19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul.
20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and | lay a stumbling block before him, he
shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be




© Nathan E. Brown August 18 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KJV Version comeafterme.com

remembered; but his blood will | require at thine hand.

21 Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is
warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

22 And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and | will there talk with thee.
23 Then | arose, and went forth into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which | saw by the river of
Chebar: and I fell on my face.

24 Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine
house.

25 But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among
them:

26 And | will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for
they are a rebellious house.

27 But when | speak with thee, | will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; He that heareth, let
him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) Ezekiel was exiled to Babylon with king Jehoiachin (2 Kgs 24:10-17; 2 Chr 36:10; Ezek 1:1-3) and his prophecies show a genuine
concern to date the significant events he lived through. He measured these dates in terms of the captivity of Jehoiachin (Ezek
1:2).! The following dates are given:2

e  5%year, 4" month, 5" day (July 31, 593) — Ezek 1:2.

e 6" year, 6! month, 5" day (September 17, 592) — Ezek 8:1.

e 7%year, 5*" month, 10" day (August 14, 591) — Ezek 20:1.

e 9tyear, 10" month, 10* day (January 27, 589) — Ezek 24:1.

e 11" year, ? month, 1% day (September 18, 587) — Ezek 26:1.3
e 10" year, 10™ month, 12t day (January 17, 588) — Ezek 29:1.*
e 27" year, 1% month, 1% day (April 26, 571) — Ezek 29:17.

e 11" year, 1% month, 7t day (April 29, 587) — Ezek 30:20.

e 11™year, 3 month, 1*t day (June 21, 587) — Ezek 31:1.

e 12™year, 12t" month, 1* day (March 15, 586) — Ezek 32:1.

e 12™year, 12™" month, 15" day (March 29, 586) — Ezek 32:17.
e 12™year, 10* month, 5" day (January 19, 586) — Ezek 33:21.°
e  25th year, 1st month, 10th day (November 2, 574) — Ezek 40:1.6

! The single exception to this rule is found in Ezekiel 1:1 in which Ezekiel makes reference to “the thirtieth year.” Block comments:
“the explanation Origen proposed long ago remains the most likely: the terminus a quo is the year of the prophet’s own birth”
(Daniel I. Block, “The Book of Ezekiel, Chapters 1-24,” NICOT, 82). However, | believe Hoeh makes an insightful suggestion when he
says: “The original Hebrew expression is not a reference to the age of the prophet Ezekiel, but to the fifth year of the captivity of the
king (593—-592) would clearly be the thirtieth year of the renewal of the covenant which occurred, in the eighteenth year (622-621)
of Josiah (2 Chr 34:8-33)” (Herman L. Hoeh, “When Did Nebuchadnezzar Conquer Jerusalem?” This paper was delivered at the
Symposium of “Frontiers of Knowledge” at Ambassador College, Pasadena, California, 1976).

2 All Julian dates are based on the computation of R. A. Parker and W. H. Dubberstein, Babylonian Chronology 626 B.C.—A.D. 75, BUS
19 (Providence: Brown University Press, 1956), p. 28. See also the online Babylonian Calendar Converter available at
http://www.staff.science.uu.nl/~gent0113/babylon/babycal converter.htm#converter.

3 The month is assumed to be the first month of the 11*" year.
4 This is the first deviation from strict chronological order in the book of Ezekiel.

5 See the details of Rules 1, 3 and 7 in Rodger C. Young, “When Did Jerusalem Fall?” JETS 47.1 (Mar 2004): 26-27 where the length of
time between Jerusalem’s fall and Ezekiel hearing from the fugitive is solved by the July 29, 587 date (it would be 18 months with
the 586 date which commentators agree is too long [cf. Block]).

8 For confirmation that Ezekiel used the Tishri calendar and that the fall of Jerusalem is correctly dated to July 29, 587, see the
following articles: Rodger C. Young, “Ezekiel 40:1 As a Corrective for Seven Wrong Ideas in Biblical Interpretation,” AUSS, Vol. 44,
265—283; Rodger C. Young, “When Did Jerusalem Fall?” JETS 47.1 (Mar 2004): 21-38.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—The Siege of Jerusalem (August 6, 593 BC)
Ezekiel 4

The Clay Brick

1 Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and portray upon it the city, even Jerusalem:

2 And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams
against it round about.

3 Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it
shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

4 Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou
shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity.

5 For | have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt
thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

6 And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty
days: | have appointed thee each day for a year.

7 Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against
it.

8 And, behold, | will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy
siege.

The Unclean Meal

9 Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentils, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make
thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou
eat thereof.

10 And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it.

11 Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink.

12 And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight.

13 And the LoRD said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither | will drive them.

14 Then said I, Ah Lord Gob! behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have | not eaten of that
which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable flesh into my mouth.

15 Then he said unto me, Lo, | have given thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

16 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, | will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight,
and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment:

17 That they may want bread and water, and be astonished one with another, and consume away for their iniquity.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—The Fall of Jerusalem (August 6, 593 BC)

Ezekiel 5

The Shaved Head and Beard

1 And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy
beard: then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair.

2 Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third
part, and smite about it with a knife: and a third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and | will draw out a sword after them.

3 Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts.

4 Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into
all the house of Israel.

5 Thus saith the Lord Gob; This is Jerusalem: | have set it in the midst of the nations and countries that are round about her.

6 And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are
round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have not walked in them.

First Announcement of Judgment on Jerusalem

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Because ye multiplied more than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in
my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done according to the judgments of the nations that are round about
you;

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, |, even |, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight
of the nations.

9 And | will do in thee that which | have not done, and whereunto | will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations.
10 Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their fathers; and | will execute judgments in
thee, and the whole remnant of thee will | scatter into all the winds.
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Second Announcement of Judgment on Jerusalem

11 Wherefore, as | live, saith the Lord Gob; Surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all
thine abominations, therefore will | also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will | have any pity.

12 A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part
shall fall by the sword round about thee; and | will scatter a third part into all the winds, and | will draw out a sword after them.

13 Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and | will cause my fury to rest upon them, and | will be comforted: and they shall know
that | the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when | have accomplished my fury in them.

14 Moreover | will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by.

15 So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall
execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. | the LORD have spoken it.

16 When | shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which | will send to destroy you:
and | will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread:

17 So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and
I will bring the sword upon thee. | the LORD have spoken jt.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Message to the Mountains (c. 592 Bc)

Ezekiel 6

Destruction of All Idolatry

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them,

3 And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord Gob; Thus saith the Lord Gob to the mountains, and to the hills, to the
rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even |, will bring a sword upon you, and | will destroy your high places.

4 And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken: and | will cast down your slain men before your idols.

5 And | will lay the dead carcasses of the children of Israel before their idols; and | will scatter your bones round about your altars.
6 In all your dwelling places the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste
and made desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished.
7 And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that | am the Lorb.

“Then They Will Know”

8 Yet will | leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered
through the countries.

9 And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because | am broken
with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall
loathe themselves for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations.

10 And they shall know that | am the LoRD, and that | have not said in vain that | would do this evil unto them.

11 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house
of Israel! for they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.

12 He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall
die by the famine: thus will  accomplish my fury upon them.

13 Then shall ye know that | am the LORD, when their slain men shall be among their idols round about their altars, upon every high
hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet
savor to all their idols.

14 So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in
all their habitations: and they shall know that | am the Lorb.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Disaster Is Coming (c. 592 BC)

Ezekiel 7

The First Alarm

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord Gob unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land.
3 Now js the end come upon thee, and | will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will
recompense upon thee all thine abominations.

4 And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will | have pity: but | will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall
be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that | am the Lorb.




© Nathan E. Brown August 19 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KJV Version comeafterme.com

The Second Alarm

5 Thus saith the Lord Gob; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come.

6 An end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee; behold, it is come.

7 The morning is come unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding
again of the mountains.

8 Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and | will judge thee according to thy ways,
and will recompense thee for all thine abominations.

9 And mine eye shall not spare, neither will | have pity: | will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine abominations that
are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that | am the LoORD that smiteth.

The Third Alarm

10 Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded.

11 Violence is risen up into a rod of wickedness: none of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor of any of theirs: neither shall
there be wailing for them.

12 The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude
thereof.

13 For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, although they were yet alive: for the vision is touching the whole multitude
thereof, which shall not return; neither shall any strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life.

14 They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goeth to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude
thereof.

15 The sword is without, and the pestilence and the famine within: he that is in the field shall die with the sword; and he that is in
the city, famine and pestilence shall devour him.

16 But they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every
one for his iniquity.

17 All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as water.

18 They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon
all their heads.

19 They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver
them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumbling block
of their iniquity.

20 As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: but they made the images of their abominations and of their detestable
things therein: therefore have | set it far from them.

21 And | will give it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall pollute it.

22 My face will I turn also from them, and they shall pollute my secret place: for the robbers shall enter into it, and defile it.

23 Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence.

24 Wherefore | will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses: | will also make the pomp of the strong to
cease; and their holy places shall be defiled.

25 Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none.

26 Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumor shall be upon rumor; then shall they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall
perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients.

27 The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands of the people of the land shall be troubled: |
will do unto them after their way, and according to their deserts will | judge them; and they shall know that | am the LoRb.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—A Vision of the Departure of God’s Glory (September 17, 592 BC)
Ezekiel 8-11

Introduction to the Visions
8:1 And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the month, as | sat in mine house, and the elders of
Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord Gob fell there upon me.

The Idol of Jealousy

2 Then | beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and from his loins
even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the color of amber.

3 And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the
heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was
the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy.

4 And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that | saw in the plain.

5 Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the north. So | lifted up mine eyes the way toward the
north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry.

6 He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that the house of Israel
committeth here, that | should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations.

Idol Worship by the Elders

7 And he brought me to the door of the court; and when | looked, behold a hole in the wall.

8 Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when | had digged in the wall, behold a door.

9 And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that they do here.

10 So | went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel,
portrayed upon the wall round about.

11 And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the
son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up.

12 Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the
chambers of his imagery? for they say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.

13 He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do.

Idol Worship by the Women

14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’s house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women
weeping for Tammuz.

15 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than
these.

Worshiping the Sun

16 And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’s house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LoRD, between the
porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the
east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.

17 Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the
abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and,
lo, they put the branch to their nose.

18 Therefore will | also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will | have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud
voice, yet will | not hear them.

The Heavenly Executioners

9:1 He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man
with his destroying weapon in his hand.

2 And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in
his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside
the brazen altar.

3 And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called
to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side;

4 And the LorD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads
of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

5 And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity:
6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom js the mark; and
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begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.

7 And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city.

8 And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and | was left, that | fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord Gob! wilt
thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?

9 Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full
of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not.

10 And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but | will recompense their way upon their head.

11 And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, | have done as thou hast
commanded me.

God’s Glory Leaves the Most Holy Place

10:1 Then | looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a
sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne.

2 And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand
with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight.

3 Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court.

4 Then the glory of the LorRD went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the
cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LorRD’s glory.

5 And the sound of the cherubims’ wings was heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.

6 And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, from
between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels.

7 And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and took
thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and went out.

8 And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man’s hand under their wings.

God’s Glory Leaves the Temple

9 And when | looked, behold the four wheels by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub:
and the appearance of the wheels was as the color of a beryl stone.

10 And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel.

11 When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they
followed it; they turned not as they went.

12 And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the
wheels that they four had.

13 As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel.

14 And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third
the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.

15 And the cherubims were lifted up. This is the living creature that | saw by the river of Chebar.

16 And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the
earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them.

17 When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living creature
was in them.

18 Then the glory of the LorD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims.

19 And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were
beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the LORD’s house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them
above.

20 This is the living creature that | saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and | knew that they were the cherubims.

21 Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings.

22 And the likeness of their faces was the same faces which | saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: they
went every one straight forward.

The Wicked Advice of the Officials

11:1 Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate of the LORD’s house, which looketh eastward: and behold
at the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom | saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes
of the people.

2 Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city:

3 Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the caldron, and we be the flesh.

4 Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man.

5 And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of Israel: for |




© Nathan E. Brown August 20 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KJV Version comeafterme.com

know the things that come into your mind, every one of them.

6 Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the slain.

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron:
but | will bring you forth out of the midst of it.

8 Ye have feared the sword; and | will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord Gob.

9 And | will bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you.
10 Ye shall fall by the sword; | will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that | am the LoRb.

11 This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst thereof; but | will judge you in the border of Israel:
12 And ye shall know that | am the Lorb: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after
the manners of the heathen that are round about you.

13 And it came to pass, when | prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then fell | down upon my face, and cried with a
loud voice, and said, Ah Lord Gob! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel?

A New Heart for the Regathered Remnant

14 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

15 Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the
inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this land given in possession.

16 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Although | have cast them far off among the heathen, and although | have scattered them
among the countries, yet will | be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come.

17 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord Gob; | will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye
have been scattered, and | will give you the land of Israel.

18 And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from
thence.

19 And | will give them one heart, and | will put a new spirit within you; and | will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them an heart of flesh:

20 That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and | will be their God.
21 But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, | will recompense their
way upon their own heads, saith the Lord Gob.

God’s Glory Leaves Jerusalem
22 Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.
23 And the glory of the LorD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.

The End of the Visions

24 Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the
vision that | had seen went up from me.

25 Then | spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the LorRD had shewed me.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Ezekiel’s Playacting (c. late 592 BC)
Ezekiel 12

Packed for Exile

1 The word of the LORD also came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear
not: for they are a rebellious house.

3 Therefore, thou son of man, prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou shalt remove from thy
place to another place in their sight: it may be they will consider, though they be a rebellious house.

4 Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff by day in their sight, as stuff for removing: and thou shalt go forth at even in their sight, as
they that go forth into captivity.

5 Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry out thereby.

6 In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulders, and carry it forth in the twilight: thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the
ground: for | have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel.

7 And | did so as | was commanded: | brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even | digged through the wall
with mine hand; | brought it forth in the twilight, and | bare it upon my shoulder in their sight.

8 And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, saying,

9 Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, What doest thou?

10 Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; This burden concerneth the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are
among them.

11 Say, | am your sign: like as | have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall remove and go into captivity.

12 And the prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall
to carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. [cf. 2 Kgs 25:4; Jer 39:4; 52:7]

13 My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and | will bring him to Babylon to the land of the
Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there. [cf. 2 Kgs 25:5-7; Jer 39:5; 52:7-8]

14 And | will scatter toward every wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands; and | will draw out the sword after
them.

15 And they shall know that | am the LorD, when | shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries.

16 But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their
abominations among the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that | am the Lorb.

Pantomime of Terror

17 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

18 Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling and with carefulness;

19 And say unto the people of the land, Thus saith the Lord GobD of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the land of Israel; They shall
eat their bread with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is therein,
because of the violence of all them that dwell therein.

20 And the cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be desolate; and ye shall know that | am the LoRrb.

God Ends a Proverb

21 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

22 Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth?

23 Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord Gob; | will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in
Israel; but say unto them, The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision.

24 For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel.

25 For | am the Lorp: | will speak, and the word that | shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more prolonged: for in your days,
O rebellious house, will | say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord Gob.

Ezekiel Confirms the Imminence of His Prophecies

26 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

27 Son of man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophesieth of the
times that are far off.

28 Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the word which |
have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord Gob.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—False Prophets (c. late 592 BC)

Ezekiel 13

Charges against False Prophets

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts,
Hear ye the word of the LORD;

3 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!

4 0O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.

5 Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LoRD.
6 They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made others to
hope that they would confirm the word.

7 Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith jt; albeit | have not
spoken?

Judgment on False Prophets

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, | am against you, saith the
Lord Gop.

9 And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people,
neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know
that | am the Lord Gop.

10 Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and there was no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo,
others daubed it with untempered mortar:

11 Say unto them which daub it with untempered mortar, that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great
hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it.

12 Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it?

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gopb; | will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an overflowing shower in
mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it.

14 So will | break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so that the
foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that | am
the LORD.

15 Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed it with untempered mortar, and will say unto
you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it;

16 To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no
peace, saith the Lord Gop. [cf. Acts 23:3]

Charges against False Prophetesses

17 Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy
thou against them,

18 And say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every
stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you?

19 And will ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and
to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies?

Judgment on False Prophetesses

20 Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and |
will tear them from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly.

21 Your kerchiefs also will | tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; and
ye shall know that | am the LoRD.

22 Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom | have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the
wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life:

23 Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for | will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that
| am the LORD.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Noah, Daniel and Job (c. late 592 B¢)
Ezekiel 14

God Will Deal Personally with the Hypocrisy of the Elders
1 Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me.
2 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
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3 Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face: should |
be enquired of at all by them?

4 Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols
in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; | the LORD will answer him
that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;

5 That | may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from me through their idols.

6 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your
faces from all your abominations.

7 For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up
his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of him
concerning me; | the LORD will answer him by myself:

8 And | will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and | will cut him off from the midst of my people;
and ye shall know that | am the LoRbD.

9 And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, | the LORD have deceived that prophet, and | will stretch out my hand
upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel.

10 And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that
seeketh unto him;

11 That the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; but that they
may be my people, and | may be their God, saith the Lord Gop.

Jerusalem’s Four Terrible Judgments

12 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying,

13 Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will | stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break
the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:

14 Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith
the Lord Gop.

15 If | cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through
because of the beasts:

16 Though these three men were in it, as | live, saith the Lord Gob, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be
delivered, but the land shall be desolate.

17 Or if | bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that | cut off man and beast from it:

18 Though these three men were in it, as | live, saith the Lord Gob, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall
be delivered themselves.

19 Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast:

20 Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as | live, saith the Lord Gob, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but
deliver their own souls by their righteousness.

21 For thus saith the Lord Gob; How much more when | send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine,
and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast?

22 Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth
unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that | have brought upon
Jerusalem, even concerning all that | have brought upon it.

23 And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know that | have not done without cause all
that | have done in it, saith the Lord Gob.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—The Useless Vine (c. late 592 BC)

Ezekiel 15

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is among the trees of the forest?

3 Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon?

4 Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work?
5 Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work, when the fire hath devoured
it, and it is burned?

6 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which | have given to the fire for fuel, so will |
give the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

7 And | will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that | am
the LORD, when | set my face against them.

8 And | will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, saith the Lord Gob.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Jerusalem: The Adulterous Wife (c. late 592 BC)
Ezekiel 16

Jerusalem’s Lowly Origins

1 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations,

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord Gob unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite,
and thy mother an Hittite.

4 And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple thee; thou
wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all.

5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the
loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born.

Yahweh’s Compassion

6 And when | passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, | said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, |
said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live.

7 | have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent
ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.

8 Now when | passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; and | spread my skirt over thee, and
covered thy nakedness: yea, | swore unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord Gob, and thou becamest mine.
9 Then washed | thee with water; yea, | thoroughly washed away thy blood from thee, and | anointed thee with oil.

10 I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers’ skin, and | girded thee about with fine linen, and | covered
thee with silk.

11 | decked thee also with ornaments, and | put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck.

12 And | put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.

13 Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine
flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.

14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which | had put upon
thee, saith the Lord Gob.

Jerusalem’s Religious Promiscuity

15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on
every one that passed by; his it was.

16 And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colors, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like
things shall not come, neither shall it be so.

17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which | had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and
didst commit whoredom with them,

18 And tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them.

19 My meat also which | gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, wherewith | fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for a
sweet savor: and thus it was, saith the Lord Gob.

20 Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them
to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small matter,

21 That thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them?

22 And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and
bare, and wast polluted in thy blood.

Jerusalem’s Political Promiscuity

23 And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord Gob;)

24 That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee an high place in every street.

25 Thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to
every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whoredoms.

26 Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbors, great of flesh; and hast increased thy whoredoms, to
provoke me to anger.

27 Behold, therefore | have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the
will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way.

28 Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast insatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them,
and yet couldest not be satisfied.

29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith.
30 How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord Gob, seeing thou doest all these things, the work of an imperious whorish woman;
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31 In that thou buildest thine eminent place in the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every street; and hast not been
as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire;

32 But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband!

33 They give gifts to all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto thee on every
side for thy whoredom.

34 And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredoms: and in
that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary.

The Sentencing of Jerusalem

35 Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LorD:

36 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy
lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them;

37 Behold, therefore | will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them
that thou hast hated; | will even gather them round about against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may
see all thy nakedness.

38 And | will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood are judged; and | will give thee blood in fury and jealousy.

39 And | will also give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down thine eminent place, and shall break down thy high places:
they shall strip thee also of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked and bare.

40 They shall also bring up a company against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through with their
swords.

41 And they shall burn thine houses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the sight of many women: and | will cause thee to
cease from playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give no hire any more.

42 So will  make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy shall depart from thee, and | will be quiet, and will be no more angry.
43 Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore | also will
recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord Gob: and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations.

Like Mother, Like Daughter

44 Behold, every one that useth proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter.

45 Thou art thy mother’s daughter, that loatheth her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which loathed
their husbands and their children: your mother was an Hittite, and your father an Amorite.

46 And thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy
right hand, is Sodom and her daughters.

47 Yet hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but, as if that were a very little thing, thou wast
corrupted more than they in all thy ways.

48 As | live, saith the Lord Gob, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters.
49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her
daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

50 And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore | took them away as | saw good.

51 Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified
thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done.

52 Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins that thou hast committed more abominable than
they: they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters.

The Double Ray of Hope

53 When | shall bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters,
then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst of them:

54 That thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a comfort unto
them.

55 When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to
their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate.

56 For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy pride,

57 Before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time of thy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all that are round about her,
the daughters of the Philistines, which despise thee round about.

58 Thou hast borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, saith the LoRD.

The Future New Covenant
59 For thus saith the Lord Gob; | will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant.
60 Nevertheless | will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and | will establish unto thee an everlasting
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covenant.

61 Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and | will
give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant.

62 And | will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that | am the LorD:

63 That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when | am pacified
toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord Gob.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—The Eagles and the Vine (c. late 592 Bc)

Ezekiel 17

The Parable of the Two Eagles

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of Israel;

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord Gob; A great eagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colors, came unto
Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar:

4 He cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried it into a land of traffic; he set it in a city of merchants.

5 He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree.

6 And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under
him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs.

7 There was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and
shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation.

8 It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a
goodly vine.

9 Say thou, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it
wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof.
10 Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the
furrows where it grew.

The Interpretation of the Parable

11 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

12 Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to
Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him to Babylon;

13 And hath taken of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also taken the mighty
of the land:

14 That the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand.

15 But he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people. Shall he
prosper? shall he escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered?

16 As | live, saith the Lord Gob, surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose
covenant he brake, even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die.

17 Neither shall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts,
to cut off many persons:

18 Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all these things, he shall
not escape.

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; As | live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, even it
will | recompense upon his own head.

20 And | will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and | will bring him to Babylon, and will plead with him
there for his trespass that he hath trespassed against me.

21 And all his fugitives with all his bands shall fall by the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward all winds: and ye
shall know that | the LORD have spoken it.

Epilogue—The New Cedar

22 Thus saith the Lord Gob; | will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; | will crop off from the top of his
young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent:

23 In the mountain of the height of Israel will | plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and
under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell.

24 And all the trees of the field shall know that | the LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up
the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: | the LORD have spoken and have done it.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Individual Responsibility and Retribution (c. late 592 BC)
Ezekiel 18

Israel’s Proverb

1 The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,

2 What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge?

3 As | live, saith the Lord Gob, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel.

4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

A Righteous Man’s Wicked Son

5 But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right,

6 And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his
neighbor’s wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman,

7 And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment;

8 He that hath not given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath
executed true judgment between man and man,

9 Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord Gob.

10 If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things,

11 And that doeth not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbor’s wife,

12 Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the
idols, hath committed abomination,

13 Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations;
he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him.

A Wicked Man’s Righteous Son

14 Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father’s sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like,

15 That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his
neighbor’s wife,

16 Neither hath oppressed any, hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but hath given his bread to the
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment,

17 That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked
in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live.

Each Individual Stands On Their Own

18 As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good among his people,
lo, even he shall die in his iniquity.

19 Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and
hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.

20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the
son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

The Salvation of the Wicked Who Repent

21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right,
he shall surely live, he shall not die.

22 All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he
shall live.

23 Have | any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord Gob: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?

The Destruction of the Righteous Who Rebel

24 But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the
abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his
trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

25 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?

26 When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he
hath done shall he die.

27 Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right,
he shall save his soul alive.
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28 Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not
die.

29 Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways
unequal?

Repent!

30 Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord Gob. Repent, and turn yourselves
from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.

31 Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why
will ye die, O house of Israel?

32 For | have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord Gob: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Lament for the Princes of Israel (c. late 592 Bc)

Ezekiel 19

Dirge for the Lions of Judah

1 Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel,

2 And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps among young lions.

3 And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men.

4 The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of

Egypt. [cf. Jehoahaz in 2 Kgs 23:31-33]

5 Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a young lion.
6 And he went up and down among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men.

7 And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, and the fullness thereof, by the noise
of his roaring.

8 Then the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net over him: he was taken in their pit.

9 And they put him in ward in chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that his voice should no
more be heard upon the mountains of Israel. [cf. Jehoiachin in 2 Kgs 24:8-16]

Dirge for the Vine of Judah

10 Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters.

11 And she had strong rods for the scepters of them that bare rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she
appeared in her height with the multitude of her branches.

12 But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were
broken and withered; the fire consumed them.

13 And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground.

14 And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to be a scepter to rule.
This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—The History of Israel’s Rebellion (August 14, 591 BC)
Ezekiel 20:1-44

Call for Israel’s Arraignment

1 And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to
enquire of the LORD, and sat before me.

2 Then came the word of the LORD unto me, saying,

3 Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Are ye come to enquire of me? As | live,
saith the Lord Gop, | will not be enquired of by you.

4 Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the abominations of their fathers:

Israel’s Rebellion in Egypt

5 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; In the day when | chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of
Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when | lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, | am the LORD your
God;

6 In the day that | lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that | had espied for them,
flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands:

7 Then said | unto them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: | am
the LORD your God.
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8 But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes,
neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then | said, | will pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in
the midst of the land of Egypt.

9 But | wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight |
made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt.

Israel’s Rebellion in the Wilderness (Exodus generation)

10 Wherefore | caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness.

11 And | gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them. [Lev 18:5]

12 Moreover also | gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that | am the LoRrD that
sanctify them.

13 But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments,
which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly polluted: then | said, | would pour out my fury upon
them in the wilderness, to consume them.

14 But | wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, in whose sight | brought them out.

15 Yet also | lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that | would not bring them into the land which | had given them,
flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands;

16 Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their
idols.

17 Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness.

Israel’s Rebellion in the Wilderness (Wandering generation)

18 But | said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor
defile yourselves with their idols:

19 | am the LoORD your God; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them;

20 And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that | am the LorD your God.

21 Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which
if a man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths: then | said, | would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish
my anger against them in the wilderness.

22 Nevertheless | withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the heathen,
in whose sight | brought them forth.

23 | lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that | would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through
the countries;

24 Because they had not executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and their eyes were
after their fathers’ idols.

25 Wherefore | gave them also statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should not live;

26 And | polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth the womb, that | might make
them desolate, to the end that they might know that | am the Lorb.

Israel’s Rebellion in the Recent Past

27 Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Yet in this your fathers have
blasphemed me, in that they have committed a trespass against me.

28 For when | had brought them into the land, for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw every high hill,
and all the thick trees, and they offered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their offering: there also
they made their sweet savor, and poured out there their drink offerings.

29 Then | said unto them, What is the high place whereunto ye go? And the name thereof is called Bamah unto this day.

30 Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Are ye polluted after the manner of your fathers? and commit
ye whoredom after their abominations?

31 For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, even unto
this day: and shall | be enquired of by you, O house of Israel? As | live, saith the Lord Gob, | will not be enquired of by you.

The Future Transformation of Israel—Israel in the Desert

32 And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the heathen, as the families of the countries,
to serve wood and stone.

33 As | live, saith the Lord Gob, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will | rule over
you:

34 And | will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand,
and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out.
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35 And | will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will | plead with you face to face.

36 Like as | pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will | plead with you, saith the Lord Gob.

37 And | will cause you to pass under the rod, and | will bring you into the bond of the covenant:

38 And | will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: | will bring them forth out of the country
where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that | am the LoRbD.

The Future Transformation of Israel—Israel on Yahweh’s Holy Mountain

39 As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord Gob; Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken
unto me: but pollute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and with your idols.

40 For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord Gob, there shall all the house of Israel, all of
them in the land, serve me: there will | accept them, and there will | require your offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with
all your holy things.

41 | will accept you with your sweet savor, when | bring you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye
have been scattered; and | will be sanctified in you before the heathen.

42 And ye shall know that | am the Lorp, when | shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine
hand to give it to your fathers.

43 And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall loathe yourselves in your
own sight for all your evils that ye have committed.

44 And ye shall know that | am the LorD, when | have wrought with you for my name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor
according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord Gob.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.




© Nathan E. Brown August 24 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KJV Version comeafterme.com

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Yahweh’s Avenging Sword (August 14, 591 BC)
Ezekiel 20:45-21:32

The Riddle of the Sword

20:45 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

46 Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the south
field;

47 And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | will kindle a fire in thee, and it
shall devour every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the south to
the north shall be burned therein.

48 And all flesh shall see that | the LORD have kindled it: it shall not be quenched.

49 Then said I, Ah Lord Gob! they say of me, Doth he not speak parables?

The Meaning of the Riddle

21:1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land of Israel,

3 And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LorD; Behold, | am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and
will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked.

4 Seeing then that | will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath against
all flesh from the south to the north:

5 That all flesh may know that | the LorD have drawn forth my sword out of his sheath: it shall not return any more.

6 Sigh therefore, thou son of man, with the breaking of thy loins; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes.

7 And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt answer, For the tidings; because it cometh: and
every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it
cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith the Lord Gob.

The Song of the Sword

8 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

9 Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD; Say, A sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished:

10 It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that it may glitter: should we then make mirth? it despises the rod of my
son, as every tree.

11 And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the hand
of the slayer.

12 Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it shall be upon all the princes of Israel: terrors by reason of the sword
shall be upon my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh.

13 Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the rod? it shall be no more, saith the Lord Gob.

14 Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword of
the slain: it is the sword of the great men that are slain, which entereth into their privy chambers.

15 | have set the point of the sword against all their gates, that their heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied: ah! it is made
bright, it is wrapped up for the slaughter.

16 Go thee one way or other, either on the right hand, or on the left, whithersoever thy face is set.

17 I will also smite mine hands together, and | will cause my fury to rest: | the LORD have said it.

The Agent of the Sword

18 The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,

19 Also, thou son of man, appoint thee two ways, that the sword of the king of Babylon may come: both twain shall come forth out
of one land: and choose thou a place, choose it at the head of the way to the city.

20 Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defensed.

21 For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination: he made his arrows bright,
he consulted with images, he looked in the liver.

22 At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice
with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort.

23 And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them that have sworn oaths: but he will call to remembrance the
iniquity, that they may be taken.

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Because ye have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions are
discovered, so that in all your doings your sins do appear; because, / say, that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be taken with
the hand.

25 And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an end,

26 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase
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him that is high.
27 | will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and | will give it him.

The Taunt of the Sword

28 And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord Gob concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their reproach;
even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering:

29 Whiles they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, of the
wicked, whose day is come, when their iniquity shall have an end.

30 Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? | will judge thee in the place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity.

31 And | will pour out mine indignation upon thee, | will blow against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of
brutish men, and skillful to destroy.

32 Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remembered: for | the LORD
have spoken it.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Woe to the Bloody City! (August 14, 591 BC)
Ezekiel 22

Indictment of the Bloody City

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Now, thou son of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? yea, thou shalt shew her all her abominations.

3 Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord Gob, The city sheddeth blood in the midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols
against herself to defile herself.

4 Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed; and hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast made; and thou
hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come even unto thy years: therefore have | made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and
a mocking to all countries.

5 Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed.

6 Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in thee to their power to shed blood.

7 In thee have they set light by father and mother: in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have
they vexed the fatherless and the widow.

8 Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my sabbaths.

9 In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit
lewdness.

10 In thee have they discovered their fathers’ nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for pollution.

11 And one hath committed abomination with his neighbor’s wife; and another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another
in thee hath humbled his sister, his father’s daughter.

12 In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbors by
extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord Gob.

13 Behold, therefore | have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the
midst of thee.

14 Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that | shall deal with thee? | the LORD have spoken it, and will do
it.

15 And | will scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of thee.

16 And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and thou shalt know that | am the LoRrb.

In the Smelter of God’s Wrath

17 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

18 Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace;
they are even the dross of silver.

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore | will gather you into the midst of
Jerusalem.

20 As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so
will | gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and | will leave you there, and melt you.

21 Yea, | will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof.

22 As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that | the LORD have
poured out my fury upon you.

The Unmanned Breach
23 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
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24 Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation.

25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they
have taken the treasure and precious things; they have made her many widows in the midst thereof.

26 Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and
profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and |
am profaned among them.

27 Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.

28 And her prophets have daubed them with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the
Lord Gob, when the LORD hath not spoken.

29 The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have
oppressed the stranger wrongfully.

30 And | sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that | should
not destroy it: but | found none.

31 Therefore have | poured out mine indignation upon them; | have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have |
recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord Gop.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—A Tale of Two Sisters (August 14, 591 Bc)
Ezekiel 23

Introduction of the Accused

1 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one mother:

3 And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there
they bruised the teats of their virginity.

4 And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters.
Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and Jerusalem Aholibah.

The Indictment of Oholah (Samaria)

5 And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbors,

6 Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses.

7 Thus she committed her whoredoms with them, with all them that were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she
doted: with all their idols she defiled herself.

8 Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her
virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her.

9 Wherefore | have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted.

10 These discovered her nakedness: they took her sons and her daughters, and slew her with the sword: and she became famous
among women; for they had executed judgment upon her.

The Indictment of Oholibah (Jerusalem)

11 And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms more than
her sister in her whoredomes.

12 She doted upon the Assyrians her neighbors, captains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, all of
them desirable young men.

13 Then | saw that she was defiled, that they took both one way,

14 And that she increased her whoredoms: for when she saw men portrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans portrayed
with vermilion,

15 Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of
the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity:

16 And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon them, and sent messengers unto them into Chaldea.

17 And the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, and she was polluted with
them, and her mind was alienated from them.

18 So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her nakedness: then my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind was
alienated from her sister.

19 Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, wherein she had played the harlot in the
land of Egypt.

20 For she doted upon their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses.

21 Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy youth.
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The Sentencing of Oholibah (Jerusalem)

22 Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | will raise up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is alienated,
and | will bring them against thee on every side;

23 The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them: all of them desirable young
men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses.

24 And they shall come against thee with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against thee
buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set judgment before them, and they shall judge thee according to their
judgments.

25 And | will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal furiously with thee: they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and
thy remnant shall fall by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be devoured by the fire.

26 They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes, and take away thy fair jewels.

27 Thus will | make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift
up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more.

28 For thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them from
whom thy mind is alienated:

29 And they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall take away all thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare: and the
nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredom:s.

30 | will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their
idols.

31 Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will | give her cup into thine hand.

32 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s cup deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it
containeth much.

33 Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister
Samaria.

34 Thou shalt even drink it and suck it out, and thou shalt break the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts: for | have
spoken it, saith the Lord Gop.

35 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gobp; Because thou hast forgotten me, and cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy
lewdness and thy whoredoms.

The Charges against Oholah (Samaria) and Oholibah (Jerusalem)

36 The LorD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, declare unto them their abominations;
37 That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have also
caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour them.

38 Moreover this they have done unto me: they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my sabbaths.

39 For when they had slain their children to their idols, then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus
have they done in the midst of mine house.

40 And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came: for whom
thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments,

41 And satest upon a stately bed, and a table prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil.

42 And a voice of a multitude being at ease was with her: and with the men of the common sort were brought Sabeans from the
wilderness, which put bracelets upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their heads.

43 Then said | unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit whoredoms with her, and she with them?

44 Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a woman that playeth the harlot: so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah,
the lewd women.

45 And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women that shed blood;
because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands.

The Sentencing of Oholah (Samaria) and Oholibah (Jerusalem)

46 For thus saith the Lord Gob; | will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be removed and spoiled.

47 And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their
daughters, and burn up their houses with fire.

48 Thus will | cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after your lewdness.

49 And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know that | am the Lord
GoD.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.




© Nathan E. Brown

August 25 — Chronological Synopsis of the Bible — KJV Version

comeafterme.com

Zedekiah Rebels Against Nebuchadnezzar (c. 590 BC)

2 Kings 24:20

Jeremiah 52:3

2 Chronicles 36:13-16

20 For through the anger of the LORD it
came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until
he had cast them out from his presence,
that Zedekiah rebelled against

the king of Babylon.

3 For through the anger of the LorRD

it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judabh, till
he had cast them out from his presence,
that Zedekiah rebelled against

the king of Babylon.

13b but he [Zedekiah] stiffened his neck,
and hardened his heart from turning unto
the LORD God of Israel.

14 Moreover all the chief of the priests,
and the people, transgressed very much
after all the abominations of the heathen;
and polluted the house of the LorRD which
he had hallowed in Jerusalem.

15 And the LORD God of their fathers sent
to them by his messengers, rising up
betimes, and sending; because he had
compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place:

16 But they mocked the messengers of
God, and despised his words,

and misused his prophets,

until the wrath of the LorD

arose against his people, till

there was no remedy.

13a And he also rebelled against

king Nebuchadnezzar,

who had made him swear by God:

2 Kings 25:1

Jeremiah 39:1

Jeremiah 52:4

2 Chronicles 36:17a

17a Therefore he [God]
brought upon them

1 And it came to pass

in the ninth year

of his reign,

in the tenth month,

in the tenth day of the month,
that Nebuchadnezzar

king of Babylon came,

he, and all his host,

against Jerusalem,

and pitched against it;

and they built forts against it
round about.

1 In the ninth year
of Zedekiah king of Judah,
in the tenth month,

came Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon

and all his army
against Jerusalem,
and they besieged it.

4 And it came to pass

in the ninth year

of his reign,

in the tenth month,

in the tenth day of the month,
that Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came,
he and all his army,
against Jerusalem,

and pitched against it,
and built forts against it
round about.

the king of the Chaldees,

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Jerusalem’s Final Judgment (January 27, 589 BC)

Ezekiel 24

The Boiling Pot

1 Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
2 Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same

day.

3 And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gobp; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour

water into it:

4 Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones.

5 Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it therein.
6 Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of

it! bring it out piece by piece; let no lot fall upon it.
7 For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the top of a rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust;
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8 That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance; | have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be covered.
9 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Woe to the bloody city! | will even make the pile for fire great.

10 Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and let the bones be burned.

11 Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be
molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed.

12 She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth out of her: her scum shall be in the fire.

13 In thy filthiness is lewdness: because | have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness
any more, till | have caused my fury to rest upon thee.

14 |1 the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and | will do it; | will not go back, neither will | spare, neither will | repent;
according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the Lord Gop.

The Death of Ezekiel’s Wife

15 Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

16 Son of man, behold, | take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither
shall thy tears run down.

17 Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and
cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men.

18 So | spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and | did in the morning as | was commanded.

19 And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that thou doest so?

20 Then | answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

21 Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the
desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword.
22 And ye shall do as | have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men.

23 And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for
your iniquities, and mourn one toward another.

24 Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that | am the
Lord Gop.

A Fugitive Will Bring News of Jerusalem’s Fall to Ezekiel (fulfilled in Ezekiel 33:21)

25 Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when | take from them their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their
eyes, and that whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters,

26 That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears?

27 In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a
sign unto them; and they shall know that | am the LoRD.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Concerning the Nations Around Judah (January 27, 589 Bc)
Ezekiel 25

Ammon

1 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against the Ammonites, and prophesy against them;

3 And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord Gob; Thus saith the Lord Gob; Because thou saidst, Aha, against my
sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they
went into captivity;

4 Behold, therefore | will deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and make their
dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk.

5 And | will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couchingplace for flocks: and ye shall know that | am the Lorb.
6 For thus saith the Lord Gob; Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy
despite against the land of Israel;

7 Behold, therefore | will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen; and | will cut thee off
from the people, and | will cause thee to perish out of the countries: | will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that | am the LoRD.

Moab

8 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Because that Moab and Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen;

9 Therefore, behold, | will open the side of Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the country,
Bethjeshimoth, Baalmeon, and Kiriathaim,

10 Unto the men of the east with the Ammonites, and will give them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be remembered
among the nations.
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11 And | will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that | am the Lorb.

Edom

12 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly
offended, and revenged himself upon them;

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; | will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; and | will
make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall fall by the sword.

14 And | will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger and
according to my fury; and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord Gop.

Philistia

15 Thus saith the Lord Gob; Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to
destroy it for the old hatred;

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines, and | will cut off the Cherethims, and
destroy the remnant of the sea coast.

17 And | will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that | am the LorD, when | shall lay my
vengeance upon them.

. Zedekiah Asks Jeremiah for Help (c. February5898c) |

Jeremiah 21

Jeremiah’s Answer to Zedekiah

1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LoRD, when king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah
the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,

2 Enquire, | pray thee, of the LORD for us; for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the LorD will deal
with us according to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us.

3 Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:

4 Thus saith the LorD God of Israel; Behold, | will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against
the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which besiege you without the walls, and | will assemble them into the midst of this
city.

5 And | myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And | will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they shall die of a great pestilence.

7 And afterward, saith the Lorp, | will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city
from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of
their enemies, and into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he shall not spare
them, neither have pity, nor have mercy.

8 And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, | set before you the way of life, and the way of death.

9 He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to
the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey.

10 For | have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LoRb: it shall be given into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.

Warning to the House of David

11 And touching the house of the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the LORD;

12 O house of David, thus saith the LorRD; Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the hand of the
oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings.

Warning to a Complacent City

13 Behold, | am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the plain, saith the LorD; which say, Who shall come down
against us? or who shall enter into our habitations?

14 But | will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LorD: and | will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and it shall
devour all things round about it.
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Nebuchadnezzar Leaves Jerusalem to Deal with Pharaoh Hophra [Egypt] (589 BC)

Jeremiah 37:4-5
4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison.
5 Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they
departed from Jerusalem.

Hophra’s Intervention Gives Zedekiah False Hope (589 BC)

Jeremiah 37:3, 6-10
3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah,
saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us.
6 Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying,
7 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of me; Behold,
Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land.
8 And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire.
9 Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart.
10 For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among
them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Zedekiah and the Slaves (589 BC)

Jeremiah 34

Historical Summary

1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LorD, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms
of the earth of his dominion, and all the people, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying,

2 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Go and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus saith the Lorp; Behold, | will give
this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire:

3 And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine eyes shall behold the
eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.

4 Yet hear the word of the LORD, O Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the LorD of thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword:

5 But thou shalt die in peace: and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were before thee, so shall they burn odors
for thee; and they will lament thee, saying, Ah lord! for | have pronounced the word, saith the LoRD.

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem,

7 When the king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, and
against Azekah: for these defensed cities remained of the cities of Judah.

A Broken Promise of Freedom for the Slaves

8 This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people
which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them;

9 That every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; that none
should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother.

10 Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that every one should let his
manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and
let them go.

11 But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them
into subjection for servants and for handmaids.

God Denounces the Broken Promise

12 Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

13 Thus saith the LoRD, the God of Israel; | made a covenant with your fathers in the day that | brought them forth out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying,

14 At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee; and when he hath served
thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: [Exod 21:1-4; Deut 15:12-15] but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither
inclined their ear.

15 And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbor; and ye had made a
covenant before me in the house which is called by my name:

16 But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom ye had set at liberty
at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids.

Punishment for the Broken Promise

17 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every man to
his neighbor: behold, | proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and | will make
you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.

18 And | will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the covenant which they
had made before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof,

19 The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of the land, which passed
between the parts of the calf;

20 | will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be
for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth.

21 And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will | give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their
life, and into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which are gone up from you.

22 Behold, | will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn
it with fire: and | will make the cities of Judah a desolation without an inhabitant.
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Jeremiah’s Arrest and Imprisonment (589 BC)

Jeremiah 37:11-21

Jeremiah’s Arrest

11 And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army,

12 Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people.
13 And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son
of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans.

14 Then said Jeremiah, It is false; | fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought
him to the princes.

15 Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for
they had made that the prison.

16 When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days;

Jeremiah’s Secret Meeting with Zedekiah

17 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the
LorD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.

18 Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have | offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people,
that ye have put me in prison?

19 Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against
this land?

20 Therefore hear now, | pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, | pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause
me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest | die there.

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him
daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’ street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the
prison.

The Attempt on Jeremiah’s Life (589 Bc)

Jeremiah 38

The Demand for Jeremiah’s Punishment

1 Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of
Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying,

2 Thus saith the LorD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth
forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live.

3 Thus saith the LoRD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which shall take it.

4 Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the
men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the
welfare of this people, but the hurt.

5 Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing against you.

6 Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison:
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.

Jeremiah’s Rescue by Ebed-Melech

7 Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the
dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin;

8 Ebedmelech went forth out of the king’s house, and spake to the king, saying,

9 My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the
dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for there is no more bread in the city.

10 Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the
prophet out of the dungeon, before he die.

11 So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts
and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.

12 And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the
cords. And Jeremiah did so.

13 So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

A Second Secret Meeting With Zedekiah
14 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the house of the LorD: and
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the king said unto Jeremiah, | will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me.

15 Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If | declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and if | give thee counsel, wilt
thou not hearken unto me?

16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LorD liveth, that made us this soul, | will not put thee to death,
neither will | give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life.

17 Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LoRrD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the
king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house:

18 But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they
shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand.

19 And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, | am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their
hand, and they mock me.

20 But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, | beseech thee, the voice of the LORD, which | speak unto thee: so it shall be
well unto thee, and thy soul shall live.

21 But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LorD hath shewed me:

22 And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah’s house shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, and
those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are
turned away back.

23 So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be
taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.

24 Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die.

25 But if the princes hear that | have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou
hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death; also what the king said unto thee:

26 Then thou shalt say unto them, | presented my supplication before the king, that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan’s
house, to die there.

Jeremiah is Questioned by the Officials

27 Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all these words that the king had
commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not perceived.

28 So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was
taken.

God’s Message to Jeremiah’s Rescuer, Ebed-Melech (589 Bc)

Jeremiah 39:15-18
15 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying,
16 Go and speak to Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, | will bring my words
upon this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished in that day before thee.
17 But | will deliver thee in that day, saith the LoRD: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid.
18 For | will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou hast put
thy trust in me, saith the LORD.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—God’s Message to Egypt (January 17, 588 BC)

Ezekiel 29:1-16

The Crocodile of the Nile

1 In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt:

3 Speak, and say, Thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the midst
of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, and | have made it for myself.

4 But | will put hooks in thy jaws, and | will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and | will bring thee up out of the
midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers shall stick unto thy scales.

5 And | will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the open fields; thou shalt
not be brought together, nor gathered: | have given thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the heaven.

6 And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that | am the LoRD, because they have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel.

7 When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst break, and rend all their shoulder: and when they leaned upon thee, thou
brakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand.

Judgment on Egypt

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | will bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out of thee.

9 And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and they shall know that | am the LORD: because he hath said, The river is mine,
and | have made jt.

10 Behold, therefore | am against thee, and against thy rivers, and | will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, from the
tower of Syene even unto the border of Ethiopia.

11 No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years.

12 And | will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and her cities among the cities that are
laid waste shall be desolate forty years: and | will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the
countries.

Future Restoration for Egypt

13 Yet thus saith the Lord Gob; At the end of forty years will | gather the Egyptians from the people whither they were scattered:

14 And | will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their
habitation; and they shall be there a base kingdom.

15 It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more above the nations: for | will diminish them, that they
shall no more rule over the nations.

16 And it shall be no more the confidence of the house of Israel, which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, when they shall look
after them: but they shall know that | am the Lord Gob.

Jeremiah Buys a Field (c. 588 BC)

Jeremiah 32

Synopsis of Jeremiah’s Current Condition

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar.

2 For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which
was in the king of Judah’s house.

3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LorDp, Behold, | will give
this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;

4 And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the
king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes;

5 And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until | visit him, saith the LoRD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye
shall not prosper.

Jeremiah Buys a Field at Anathoth from His Cousin Hanamel

6 And Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

7 Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: for the right
of redemption is thine to buy it.

8 So Hanameel mine uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and said unto me, Buy my
field, | pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is
thine; buy it for thyself. Then | knew that this was the word of the LoRrb.

9 And | bought the field of Hanameel my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of
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silver.

10 And | subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances.

11 So | took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open:
12 And | gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine
uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court
of the prison.

13 And | charged Baruch before them, saying,

14 Thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this
evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many days.

15 For thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land.

Jeremiah’s Prayer

16 Now when | had delivered the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, | prayed unto the LORD, saying,

17 Ah Lord Gob! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing
too hard for thee:

18 Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after
them: the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name,

19 Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to
his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings:

20 Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made
thee a name, as at this day;

21 And hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with
a stretched out arm, and with great terror;

22 And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey;

23 And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they have done nothing of all that
thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them:

24 Behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against
it, because of the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou
seest jt.

25 And thou hast said unto me, O Lord Gob, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses; for the city is given into the hand of
the Chaldeans.

God’s Answer to Jeremiah’s Prayer

26 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,

27 Behold, | am the LorD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?

28 Therefore thus saith the LorD; Behold, | will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, and he shall take it:

29 And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs
they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger.

30 For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have
only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the LorD.

31 For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day;
that | should remove it from before my face,

32 Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they,
their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

33 And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though | taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have
not hearkened to receive instruction.

34 But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it.

35 And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to
pass through the fire unto Molech; which | commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this
abomination, to cause Judah to sin.

The Promise of Future Restoration and a New Covenant

36 And now therefore thus saith the LoRD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand
of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence;

37 Behold, | will gather them out of all countries, whither | have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and |
will bring them again unto this place, and | will cause them to dwell safely:

38 And they shall be my people, and | will be their God:
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39 And | will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after
them:

40 And | will make an everlasting covenant with them, that | will not turn away from them, to do them good; but | will put my fear in
their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.

41 Yea, | will rejoice over them to do them good, and | will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole
soul.

42 For thus saith the LoRrD; Like as | have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will | bring upon them all the good that | have
promised them.

43 And fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without man or beast; it is given into the hand of the
Chaldeans.

44 Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities
of the south: for | will cause their captivity to return, saith the LORD.

Encouragement in the Guardhouse (c. 588/587 BC)

Jeremiah 33

The Rebuilding of Judah and Jerusalem

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying,
2 Thus saith the LorD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name;

3 Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.

4 For thus saith the LorD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah,
which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword;

5 They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom | have slain in mine anger and in
my fury, and for all whose wickedness | have hid my face from this city.

6 Behold, | will bring it health and cure, and | will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth.

7 And | will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first.

8 And | will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and | will pardon all their iniquities, whereby
they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.

The Restoration of Joy and Thanks

9 And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honor before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that | do
unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that | procure unto it.

10 Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and without beast, even
in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and without beast,

The Restoration of Pastures and Flocks

11 The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall
say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise
into the house of the LORD. For | will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LoRD.

12 Thus saith the LorD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof,
shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down.

13 In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places
about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LorD.

The Restoration of the Davidic Dynasty and the Levitical Priesthood

14 Behold, the days come, saith the LoRrD, that | will perform that good thing which | have promised unto the house of Israel and to
the house of Judah.

15 In those days, and at that time, will | cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment
and righteousness in the land.

16 In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LorD
our righteousness.

17 For thus saith the LorD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel;

18 Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do
sacrifice continually.

19 And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying,

20 Thus saith the Lorp; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and
night in their season;
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21 Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with
the Levites the priests, my ministers.

22 As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will | multiply the seed of David my servant,
and the Levites that minister unto me.

23 Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying,

24 Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he hath even cast them
off? thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before them.

25 Thus saith the Lorp; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if | have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth;

26 Then will | cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that | will not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for | will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Egypt’s Broken Arm (April 29, 587 BC)

Ezekiel 30:20-26
20 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came
unto me, saying,
21 Son of man, | have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind
it, to make it strong to hold the sword.
22 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Behold, | am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong, and that which
was broken; and | will cause the sword to fall out of his hand.
23 And | will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries.
24 And | will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand: but | will break Pharaoh’s arms, and he shall
groan before him with the groanings of a deadly wounded man.
25 But | will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; and they shall know that | am the
LorD, when | shall put my sword into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land of Egypt.
26 And | will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them among the countries; and they shall know that | am the
LORD.

Ezekiel’s Prophecy to the Exiles—Fall of the Great Tree (June 21, 587 BC)

Ezekiel 31

Description of the Great Tree

1 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, in the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying,

2 Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to his multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatness?

3 Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top
was among the thick boughs.

4 The waters made him great, the deep set him up on high with her rivers running round about his plants, and sent out her little
rivers unto all the trees of the field.

5 Therefore his height was exalted above all the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches became long
because of the multitude of waters, when he shot forth.

6 All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth their
young, and under his shadow dwelt all great nations.

7 Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length of his branches: for his root was by great waters.

8 The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the chesnut trees were not like his
branches; nor any tree in the garden of God was like unto him in his beauty.

9 | have made him fair by the multitude of his branches: so that all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, envied him.

Fall of the Great Tree

10 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gob; Because thou hast lifted up thyself in height, and he hath shot up his top among the thick
boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his height;

11 | have therefore delivered him into the hand of the mighty one of the heathen; he shall surely deal with him: | have driven him
out for his wickedness.

12 And strangers, the terrible of the nations, have cut him off, and have left him: upon the mountains and in all the valleys his
branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; and all the people of the earth are gone down from his
shadow, and have left him.

13 Upon his ruin shall all the fowls of the heaven remain, and all the beasts of the field shall be upon his branches:

14 To the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves for their height, neither shoot up their top among the thick
boughs, neither their trees stand up in their height, all that drink water: for they are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of
the earth, in the midst of the children of men, with them that go down to the pit.

15 Thus saith the Lord Gob; In the day when he went down to the grave | caused a mourning: | covered the deep for him, and |
restrained the floods thereof, and the great waters were stayed: and | caused Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the
field fainted for him.

16 | made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when | cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit: and all the
trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth.

17 They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt under his
shadow in the midst of the heathen.

18 To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees of Eden? yet shalt thou be brought down with the trees of
Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be slain by the sword. This is
Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord Gob.
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2 Chronicles 36:17b

2 And the city was besieged
unto the eleventh year

of king Zedekiah.

3 And on the ninth day of the
fourth month

the famine prevailed in the
city, and there was no

bread for the people of the
land.

4 And the city was broken up,

and all the men of war

fled

by night

by the way of the gate
between two walls, which

is by the king’s garden:

(now the Chaldees were
against the city round about:)
and the king went the way
toward the plain.

5 And the army of the
Chaldees pursued after the
king, and overtook him in

the plains of Jericho: and all his
army were scattered from him.
6 So they took the king,

and brought him up to

the king of

Babylon to Riblah;

and they gave judgment
upon him.

7 And they

slew the sons of Zedekiah
before his eyes,

2 And in the eleventh year
of Zedekiah,

in the fourth month,

the ninth day of the month,

the city was broken up.

3 And all the princes of the
king of Babylon came in, and
sat in the middle gate, even
Nergalsharezer, Samgarnebo,
Sarsechim, Rabsaris,
Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, with
all the residue of the princes of
the king of Babylon.

4 And it came to pass,

that when Zedekiah the king of
Judah saw them,

and all the men of war,

then they fled, and went forth
out of the city by night,

by the way of the king’s
garden, by the gate betwixt
the two walls:

and he went out the way
of the plain.

5 But the Chaldeans’ army
pursued after them,

and overtook Zedekiah in
the plains of Jericho:

and when they had taken him,
they brought him up to
Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon to Riblah

in the land of Hamath,
where he gave judgment
upon him.

6 Then the king of Babylon
slew the sons of Zedekiah

in Riblah before his eyes:
also the king of Babylon slew
all the nobles of Judah.

5 So the city was besieged
unto the eleventh year

of king Zedekiah.

6 And in the fourth month,

in the ninth day of the month,
the famine was sore in the
city, so that there was no
bread for the people of the
land.

7 Then the city was broken up,

and all the men of war

fled, and went forth

out of the city by night

by the way of the gate
between the two walls, which
was by the king’s garden;
(now the Chaldeans were

by the city round about:)

and they went by the way

of the plain.

8 But the army of the
Chaldeans pursued after the
king, and overtook Zedekiah in
the plains of Jericho; and all his
army was scattered from him.
9 Then they took the king,
and carried him up unto the
king of

Babylon to Riblah

in the land of Hamath;

where he gave judgment
upon him.

10 And the king of Babylon
slew the sons of Zedekiah
before his eyes:

he slew also

all the princes of Judah

in Riblah.

17b who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of
their sanctuary, and had no
compassion upon young man
or maiden, old man, or him
that stooped for age: he gave
them all into his hand.
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and put out
the eyes of Zedekiah,

and bound him
with fetters of brass, and
carried him to Babylon.

7 Moreover he put out
Zedekiah’s eyes,

and bound him
with chains,
to carry him to Babylon.

11 Then he put out

the eyes of Zedekiah;

and the king of Babylon
bound him

in chains,

and carried him to Babylon,
and put him in prison till the
day of his death.

e arada U
2 Kings 25:8-10, 13-17

Jeremiah 39:8

0 0 - - A

Jeremiah 52:12-14, 17-23

2 Chronicles 36:18-19

8 And in the fifth month, on
the seventh day of the month,
which is the nineteenth year
of king Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, came
Nebuzaradan, captain of the
guard, a servant of the king

of Babylon, unto Jerusalem:
13 And the pillars of brass that
were in the house of the LORD,
and the bases, and the brazen
sea that was in the house of
the LorD, did the Chaldees
break in pieces, and carried
the brass of them to Babylon.

14 And the pots,
and the shovels,
and the snuffers,

and the spoons,

and all the vessels of brass
wherewith they ministered,
took they away.

15 And the firepans,
and the bowls,

and such things as were of
gold, in gold,

and of silver, in silver,

the captain of the guard took
away.

16 The two pillars, one sea,

and the bases
which Solomon had made

12 Now in the fifth month, in
the tenth day of the month,
which was the nineteenth year
of Nebuchadnezzar king

of Babylon, came
Nebuzaradan, captain of the
guard, which served the king
of Babylon, into Jerusalem,

17 Also the pillars of brass that
were in the house of the LORD,
and the bases, and the brazen
sea that was in the house of
the LORD, the Chaldeans

brake, and carried all

the brass of them to Babylon.

18 The caldrons also,

and the shovels,

and the snuffers,

and the bowls,

and the spoons,

and all the vessels of brass
wherewith they ministered,
took they away.

19 And the basins,

and the firepans,

and the bowls,

and the caldrons,

and the candlesticks,

and the spoons,

and the cups;

that which was of

gold in gold, and that which
was of silver in silver,

took the captain of the guard
away.

20 The two pillars, one sea,
and twelve brazen bulls that
were under the bases,
which king Solomon had made

18 And all the vessels of the
house of God, great and small,
and the treasures of the house
of the LORD, and the treasures
of the king, and of his princes;
all these he brought to
Babylon.
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for the house of the LORD;
the brass of all these vessels
was without weight.

17 The height of the one pillar
was eighteen cubits,

and the capital upon it was
brass: and the height of the
capital three cubits;

and the wreathen work,

and pomegranates upon the
capital round about, all of
brass: and like unto these
had the second pillar with
wreathen work.

9 And he burnt

the house of the LoRD,

and the king’s house,

and all the houses

of Jerusalem,

and every great man’s house
burnt he with fire.

10 And all the army of the
Chaldees, that were with the
captain of the guard,

brake down the walls

of Jerusalem round about.

8 And the Chaldeans burned
the king’s house,
and the houses

of the people,

with fire,

and brake down the walls
of Jerusalem.

in the house of the LoRD:

the brass of all these vessels
was without weight.

21 And concerning the pillars,
the height of one pillar

was eighteen cubits;

and a fillet of twelve cubits
did compass it; and the
thickness thereof was four
fingers: it was hollow.

22 And a capital of brass was
upon it; and the height of one
capital was five cubits,

with network

and pomegranates upon the
capital round about, all of
brass. The second pillar also
and the pomegranates were
like unto these.

23 And there were ninety and
six pomegranates on a side;
and all the pomegranates
upon the network were an
hundred round about.

13 And burned

the house of the LORD,

and the king’s house;

and all the houses

of Jerusalem,

and all the houses of the great
men, burned he with fire:

14 And all the army of the
Chaldeans, that were with the
captain of the guard,

brake down all the walls

of Jerusalem round about.

19a And they burnt
the house of God,

19c¢ and burnt all the palaces
thereof

with fire,
and destroyed all the goodly
vessels thereof.

19b and brake down the wall
of Jerusalem,

2 Kings 25:11-12, 18-21

Jeremiah 39:9-10

ed to Babvlo A

Jer 52:15-16, 24283, 29

2 Chronicles 36:20a

18 And the captain of the
guard took Seraiah the chief
priest, and Zephaniah the
second priest, and the three
keepers of the door:

19 And out of the city he took
an officer that was

set over the men of war,

and five men of them that
were in the king’s presence,
which were found in the city,
and the principal scribe of the
host, which mustered the
people of the land, and
threescore men of the people
of the land that were found in

24 And the captain of the
guard took Seraiah the chief
priest, and Zephaniah the
second priest, and the three
keepers of the door:

25 He took also out of the city
an eunuch, which had the
charge of the men of war;
and seven men of them that
were near the king’s person,
which were found in the city;
and the principal scribe of the
host, who mustered the
people of the land; and
threescore men of the people
of the land, that were found in
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the city:

20 And Nebuzaradan captain
of the guard took these, and
brought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah:

21a And the king of Babylon
smote them,

and slew them at

Riblah in the land of Hamath.
11 Now the rest of the people
that were left in the city, and
the fugitives that fell away to
the king of Babylon, with the
remnant of the multitude, did
Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard carry away.

12 But the
captain of the guard left
of the poor of the land

to be vinedressers and
husbandmen.

21b So Judah was carried
away out of their

land.

9 Then Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard carried
away captive into Babylon

the remnant of the people that
remained in the city,

and those that fell away,
that fell to him,

with the rest of the people
that remained.

10 But Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard left

of the poor of the people,
which had nothing,

in the land of Judah,

and gave them vineyards and
fields at the same time.

the midst of the city.

26 So Nebuzaradan the captain
of the guard took them, and
brought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah.

27a And the king of Babylon
smote them,

and put them to death in
Riblah in the land of Hamath.
15 Then Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard carried
away captive

certain of the poor of the
people,

and the residue of the people
that remained in the city,

and those that fell away,

that fell to the king of Babylon,
and the rest of the multitude.

16 But Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard left
certain of the poor of the land

for vinedressers and for
husbandmen.

27b Thus Judah was carried
away captive out of his own
land.

28a This is the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar carried away
captive:

29 In the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar he carried
away captive from Jerusalem
eight hundred thirty and two
persons:

20a And them that had
escaped from the sword
carried he away to Babylon;

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.

Chronological Notes

1) For the calculation of the date of the fall of Jerusalem, see the following definitive paper: Rodger C. Young, “When Did
Jerusalem Fall?” JETS 47.1 (Mar 2004): 21-38.

2)

From that article, the following paragraphs are important to understand today’s reading: “The writings of Jeremiah end with
chapter 51 (Jer 51:64), so his methods of dating are not automatically applicable to the contents of chapter 52. The contents of
that chapter, except for verses 28 through 30, are all parallel to passages in the last two chapters of 2 Kings, so the methods
already determined for these chapters in 2 Kings (Tishri, non-accession reckoning) can be applied to the corresponding verses in
Jeremiah 52. Verses 28 through 30 are independent of the Book of Kings and are interesting enough to require special
consideration. Jer 52:28-30 gives the number of captives taken by Nebuchadnezzar in his seventh, eighteenth, and twenty-third
years. There is one thing certain about the counting of captives—the captives themselves are in no position to do it. Every king
and pharaoh must have had an official assigned to this task, so that the number of those vanquished could be recorded on a
stela or in the annals glorifying the king’s exploits. Thus the list of captives in Jer 52:28—30 could not have originated in a Judean
record—it came from the official records of Nebuchadnezzar. The years of the monarch would therefore be the Nisan, accession
years used in Babylon. This is an independent verification of the use of non-accession years when Jeremiah and the author of
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the last two chapters of 2 Kings referred to Nebuchadnezzar: the seventh (accession) year of Jer 52:28 corresponds to the eighth
(non-accession) year of 2 Kgs 24:12, and the eighteenth (accession) year of Jer 52:29 corresponds to the nineteenth (non-
accession) year of 2 Kgs 25:8. These are not mistakes, as some have assumed. They are a valuable clue that the synchronisms to
Nebuchadnezzar in 2 Kings were to be taken in a non-accession sense, and this conclusion could have been reached from these
texts alone without going through the more thorough analysis of the present article” (p. 36).
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Gedaliah Appointed Governor of Judah (c. September 587 BC)

2 Kings 25:22
22 And as for the people that remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over them he
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler.

Jeremiah’s Release (c. September 587 BC)

Jeremiah 39:11-14; 40:1-6
Jeremiah Released at Nebuchadnezzar’s Personal Command
39:11 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying,
12 Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee.
13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of
Babylon’s princes;
14a Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son
of Shaphan, that he should carry him home:

Jeremiah Mingles With the Deportees and Ends Up Being Taken With Them to Ramah

14b so he dwelt among the people.

40:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LoRD, after that Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had let him go from Ramabh,
when he had taken him being bound in chains among all that were carried away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried
away captive unto Babylon.

Nebuzaradan Personally Oversees Jeremiah’s Release

2 And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The LoRD thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place.

3 Now the LORD hath brought it, and done according as he hath said: because ye have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed
his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you.

4 And now, behold, | loose thee this day from the chains which were upon thine hand. If it seem good unto thee to come with me
into Babylon, come; and | will look well unto thee: but if it seem ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold, all the
land is before thee: whither it seemeth good and convenient for thee to go, thither go.

5 Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, Go back also to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom the king of
Babylon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people: or go wheresoever it seemeth
convenient unto thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go.

6 Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him among the people that were left in the land.

' Arise,0God, Defend Your Cause (c. September 5878¢)

Psalm 74

Maschil of Asaph.

1 O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture?

2 Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this
mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt.

3 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary.

4 Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs.

5 A man was famous according as he had lifted up axes upon the thick trees.

6 But now they break down the carved work thereof at once with axes and hammers.

7 They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground.
8 They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land.

9 We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long.

10 O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever?

11 Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bosom.

12 For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.

13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.

14 Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness.

15 Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: thou driedst up mighty rivers.

16 The day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast prepared the light and the sun.

17 Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer and winter.

18 Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LoRrD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name.
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19 O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever.
20 Have respect unto the covenant: for the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.

21 O let not the oppressed return ashamed: let the poor and needy praise thy name.

22 Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily.

23 Forget not the voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth continually.

.~ Howlong Olord? (c. September5878¢) |
Psalm 79

A Psalm of Asaph.

1 O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.

2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of
the earth.

3 Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusalem; and there was none to bury them.

4 We are become a reproach to our neighbors, a scorn and derision to them that are round about us.

5 How long, LORD? wilt thou be angry for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire?

6 Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy name.

7 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling place.

8 O remember not against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought very low.

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name's sake.

10 Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? let him be known among the heathen in our sight by the revenging of the
blood of thy servants which is shed.

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou those that are appointed
to die;

12 And render unto our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord.

13 So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations.

How Shall We Sing the Lord’s Song? (c. September 587 BC)
Psalm 137

1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.

2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.

3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one
of the songs of Zion.

4 How shall we sing the LORD’s song in a strange land?

5 If | forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

6 If | do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if | prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

7 Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Raze it, raze it, even to the foundation thereof.

8 O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.

9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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A Lament for Jerusalem — Part 1 (c. September 587 BC)

Lamentations 1-2

The Prophet Speaks:

Aleph

1:1 How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great among the nations, and
princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary!

Beth
2 She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her friends
have dealt treacherously with her, they are become her enemies.

Gimel
3 Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude: she dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no
rest: all her persecutors overtook her between the straits.

Daleth
4 The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are
afflicted, and she is in bitterness.

He
5 Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the LORD hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: her
children are gone into captivity before the enemy.

Waw
6 And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and they are gone
without strength before the pursuer.

Zayin
7 Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old, when
her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her: the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths.

Heth
8 Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed: all that honored her despise her, because they have seen her
nakedness: yea, she sigheth, and turneth backward.

Teth
9 Her filthiness is in her skirts; she remembereth not her last end; therefore she came down wonderfully: she had no comforter. O
LorD, behold my affliction: for the enemy hath magnified himself.

Yod
10 The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her pleasant things: for she hath seen that the heathen entered into her
sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy congregation.

Kaph
11a All her people sigh, they seek bread; they have given their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul:

Jerusalem Speaks:
11b see, O LoRD, and consider; for | am become vile.

Lamed
12 Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me,
wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.

Mem
13 From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth against them: he hath spread a net for my feet, he hath turned me
back: he hath made me desolate and faint all the day.
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Nun
14 The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: they are wreathed, and come up upon my neck: he hath made my strength
to fall, the Lord hath delivered me into their hands, from whom | am not able to rise up.

Samech
15 The Lord hath trodden under foot all my mighty men in the midst of me: he hath called an assembly against me to crush my
young men: the Lord hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a winepress.

Ayin
16 For these things | weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far
from me: my children are desolate, because the enemy prevailed.

The Prophet Speaks:

Pe

17 Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort her: the LorRD hath commanded concerning Jacob, that his
adversaries should be round about him: Jerusalem is as a menstruous woman among them.

Jerusalem Speaks:

Tsade

18 The LORD is righteous; for | have rebelled against his commandment: hear, | pray you, all people, and behold my sorrow: my
virgins and my young men are gone into captivity.

Qoph
19 | called for my lovers, but they deceived me: my priests and mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they sought their
meat to relieve their souls.

Resh
20 Behold, O LorD; for | am in distress: my bowels are troubled; mine heart is turned within me; for | have grievously rebelled:
abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as death.

Shin
21 They have heard that | sigh: there is none to comfort me: all mine enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad that thou hast
done jt: thou wilt bring the day that thou hast called, and they shall be like unto me.

Taw
22 Let all their wickedness come before thee; and do unto them, as thou hast done unto me for all my transgressions: for my sighs
are many, and my heart js faint.

The Prophet Speaks:

Aleph

2:1 How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the earth the beauty
of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the day of his anger!

Beth
2 The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of
the daughter of Judah; he hath brought them down to the ground: he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof.

Gimel
3 He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and he burned
against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devoureth round about.

Daleth
4 He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he stood with his right hand as an adversary, and slew all that were pleasant to the eye in the
tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: he poured out his fury like fire.

He
5 The Lord was as an enemy: he hath swallowed up Israel, he hath swallowed up all her palaces: he hath destroyed his strong holds,
and hath increased in the daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation.
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Waw

6 And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: he hath destroyed his places of the assembly: the LOrRD
hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger the king and
the priest.

Zayin
7 The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the enemy the walls of her
palaces; they have made a noise in the house of the LORD, as in the day of a solemn feast.

Heth
8 The LoRrD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand
from destroying: therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament; they languished together.

Teth
9 Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the
law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD.

Yod
10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep silence: they have cast up dust upon their heads; they have
girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground.

Kaph
11 Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of my
people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the city.

Lamed
12 They say to their mothers, Where is corn and wine? when they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city, when their
soul was poured out into their mothers’ bosom.

Mem
13 What thing shall | take to witness for thee? what thing shall | liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? what shall | equal to thee,
that | may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee?

Nun
14 Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity;
but have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment.

Samech
15 All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that
men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of the whole earth?

Pe
16 All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We have swallowed her up:
certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have found, we have seen it.

Ayin

17 The LorD hath done that which he had devised; he hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old: he hath
thrown down, and hath not pitied: and he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath set up the horn of thine
adversaries.

Tsade
18 Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest;
let not the apple of thine eye cease.

Qoph
19 Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord: lift up thy
hands toward him for the life of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the top of every street.
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Jerusalem Speaks:
Resh

20 Behold, O LorD, and consider to whom thou hast done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and children of a span long? shall the
priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?

Shin
21 The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: my virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword; thou hast slain
them in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not pitied.

Taw

22 Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round about, so that in the day of the LORD’s anger none escaped nor remained:
those that | have swaddled and brought up hath mine enemy consumed.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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A Lament for Jerusalem — Part 2 (c. September 587 BC)

Lamentations 3

The Prophet Speaks:

Aleph

11 am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.

2 He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light.

3 Surely against me is he turned; he turneth his hand against me all the day.

Beth

4 My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones.

5 He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall and travail.
6 He hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old.

Gimel

7 He hath hedged me about, that | cannot get out: he hath made my chain heavy.
8 Also when | cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer.

9 He hath enclosed my ways with hewn stone, he hath made my paths crooked.

Daleth

10 He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places.

11 He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces: he hath made me desolate.
12 He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow.

He

13 He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to enter into my reins.

14 | was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day.

15 He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken with wormwood.

Waw

16 He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes.
17 And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace: | forgot prosperity.

18 And | said, My strength and my hope is perished from the LORD:

Zayin

19 Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall.
20 My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me.

21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have | hope.

Heth

22 It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.
23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

24 The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will | hope in him.

Teth

25 The LorD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.

26 It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LoRbD.
27 It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.

Yod

28 He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him.
29 He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope.

30 He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with reproach.

Kaph

31 For the Lord will not cast off for ever:

32 But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies.
33 For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.
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Lamed

34 To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth,

35 To turn aside the right of a man before the face of the most High,
36 To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord approveth not.

Mem

37 Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not?
38 Out of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil and good?

39 Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins?

Nun

40 Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD.

41 Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.
42 We have transgressed and have rebelled: thou hast not pardoned.

Samech

43 Thou hast covered with anger, and persecuted us: thou hast slain, thou hast not pitied.
44 Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass through.

45 Thou hast made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people.

Pe

46 All our enemies have opened their mouths against us.

47 Fear and a snare is come upon us, desolation and destruction.

48 Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water for the destruction of the daughter of my people.

Ayin

49 Mine eye trickleth down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission,
50 Till the Lorp look down, and behold from heaven.

51 Mine eye affecteth mine heart because of all the daughters of my city.

Tsade

52 Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, without cause.

53 They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone upon me.
54 Waters flowed over mine head; then | said, | am cut off.

Qoph

55 | called upon thy name, O LoORD, out of the low dungeon.

56 Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry.
57 Thou drewest near in the day that | called upon thee: thou saidst, Fear not.

Resh

58 O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast redeemed my life.
59 O LoRbD, thou hast seen my wrong: judge thou my cause.

60 Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all their imaginations against me.

Shin

61 Thou hast heard their reproach, O LoRD, and all their imaginations against me;
62 The lips of those that rose up against me, and their device against me all the day.
63 Behold their sitting down, and their rising up; | am their music.

Taw

64 Render unto them a recompense, O LORD, according to the work of their hands.
65 Give them sorrow of heart, thy curse unto them.

66 Persecute and destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the LORD.

Scripture quotations are from The King James Version (KJV). The KJV is in the public domain.
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